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and while waiting for them the regiment had to be di-

vided into two parts, the recruits drilling with the rifles

in the morning, and we old hands in the evening. The

failures and stoppage of work on this black Friday threw

an immense number of young men out of employment,

and we recruited up to 1400 strong by the next day
;

but what was the use of all these men without arms ?

On the Saturday it was announced that a lot of smooth-

bore muskets in store at the Tower would be served out

to regiments applying for them, and a regular scramble

took place among the volunteers for them, and our people

got hold of a couple of hundred. But you might almost

as well have tried to learn rifle drill with a broomstick as

with old Brown Bess ; besides, there was no smooth-bore

ammunition in the country. A national subscription was

opened for the manufacture of rifles at Birmingham, which

ran up to a couple of millions in two days, but, like every-

thing else, this came too late. To return to the volunteers:

camps had been formed a fortnight before at Dover,

Brighton, Harwich, and other places, of regulars and

militia, and the headquarters of most of the volunteer

regiments were attached to one or other of them, and the

volunteers themselves used to go down for drill from day

to day, as they could spare time, and on Friday, an order

went out that they should be permanently embodied

;

but the metropolitan volunteers were still kept about

London as a sort of reservOj till it could be seen at what

point the invasion would take place. We were all told

oflTto Brigades and divisions. Our brigade consisted of

the 4th Eoyal Surrey Militia, the First Surrey Adminis-

trative Battalion, as it was called, at Clapham; the
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