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If the difpofition of England fhould be fiich, as not

to agree to a general and honourable peace, and that the

war mufl:, at all events, continue longer, I cannot help

wifliing, that the alliances which America has or may

enter into, may become the only obje<Sts of the war.

She wants an opportunity of fliewing to the world-

tbat flic holds her honour as dear and facred as her in-

dependence, and that fhe will in no fituation forfake

thofe, whom no negociations could induce to forfake

her. Peace to every reflective mind is a defirable ob-

jedl ; but that peace which is accompanied with a ruined

charaiSter, becomes a crime to the feducer, and a curfe

upon the feduced.

But where is the impoflibility, or even t'le great dif-

ficulty, of England forming a friendfhip with France

and Spain, and making it a national virtue to renounce

for ever thofe prejudiced inveteracies it has been her

cuftom to cherifti ; and which, while they fcrve to fink

her with an encreafmg enormity of debt, by involving

her in fruitlefs wars, become likewife the bane of her

repofe, and the deftrudlion of her manners ? We had

once the fetters that (he has now, but experience has

(liewn us the miftake, and thinking juftly Las fet us

right.

The true idea of a great nation is that which ex-

tends and promotes the principles of univerfal fccicty.

Whofe mind rifes above the atmofphefes of local

thoughts, and confiders mankind, of whatever nation

or profeflion they may be, as the work of one Creator.

The rage for conqueft has had its fafliion, and its day.

Why may not the amiable virtues have the fame ? The
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