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" intelligence, that the I'oidon fquadron, which
(billed to Minorca, confiding of twelve (liips

of the line, was ill provided with men and
" guns.

« Rejokcd,

That it appears to this committee, that

his IVIajcfly, between the 30th of yamiary

1756, and the 6th o^ March 1756, received

intelligence, that there was fitted and fitting

for the fea at Breft and Kochfort^ a fquadron

of feventeen fliips of the line, which by intel-

ligence, received the 7th March 1756, was to

be augmented to twenty-two fhips of the

line, fome of which were to be fitted cut for

tranfporting troops; and by further intelli-

gence received, of the 3 ift of March 1756,
was increafed to twenty- three fliips of the

line, exclufive of three fhips of the line, faid

to be deftined for America.
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Refohed,

** That it appears to this committee, that Sir

Edward Hawke received orders to fail on the

27th February i 756, and adlually failed on
the 1 2th of March following, on a cruize to

the weftward, with a fquadron of fourteen

fhips of the Upe, which fquadron, under the

command of Sir Edward Hawke, was, on the

ifl o^ April 1756, ordered to be re-inforced

with five fhips of the line, under rear admiral

Holbourne,
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