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The knowledge we had now gained of the state of the violent

commercial opposition existing in the country, rendered this as-

surance highly gratifying ; and these gentlemen added to the ob-

ligation by freelj'^ communicating the information respecting the

interior of the country, which their intelligence and long resi-

dence so fully qualified them to give.

I deemed it expedient to issue a memorandum to the officers

of the Expedition, strictly prohibiting any interference whatever

in the existing quarrels, or any that might arise, between the two

Companies ; and on presenting it to the principals of both the

parties, they expressed their satisfaction at the step I had taken.

The opinions of all the gentlemen were so decidedly in favour

of the route by Cumberland House, and through the chain of

posts to the Great Slave Lake, that I determined on pursuing it,

and immediately communicated my intention to the Governor,

with a request that he would furnish me with the means of con-

veyance for the party as speedily as possible.

It was suggested in my instructions, that we might probably

procure a schooner at this place, to proceed north as far as Wa-
ger Bay ; but the vessel alluded to was lying at Moose Factory,

completely out of repair ; independently of which, the route

directly to the northward, was rendered impracticable by the im-

possibility of procuring hunters and guides upon the coast.

I found that as the Esquimaux inhabitants had left Churchill a

month previous to our arrival, no interpreter from that quarter

could be procured before their return in the following spring.

The Governor, however, undertook to forward to us the next

season the only one amongst them who understood English, if

he could be induced to go.

The Governor selected one of the largest of the Company's

boats for our use on the journey, and directed the carpenters to

commence refitting it immediately ; but he was only able to fur-

nish us with a steersman ; and we were obliged to make up the

rest of the crew with the boatmen brought from Stromness, and

our two attendants.

York Factory, the principal depot of the Hudson's Bay Com-

pany, stands on the west bank of Hayes River, about five milee


