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Now» I appeal to every human mind, imbued ^ith (he com-

monest of common sense, and the commonest of common hu-

manity; to all dispassionate, reasoning creatures, of any shade

of opinion ; and ask, with these revolting evidences of the state

ofsociety which exists in and about the slave districts ofAmerica

before them, can they have a doubt of the real condition of the

slave, or can they for a moment make a compromise between

the institution or any of its flagrant fearful features, and their

own just consciences? Will they say of any tale of cruelty

and horror, however aggravated in degree, that it is impro-

bable, when they can turn to the public prints, and, running,

read such signs as these, laid before them by the men who rule

the slaves : in their own acts and under their own hands?

Doi we not know that the worst deformity, and ugliness of

slavery are at once the cause and the effect of the reckless li-

cense taken by these freeborn outlaws ? Oo we not know that

the man who has been born and bred among its wrongs; who
has seen in his childhood husbands obliged at the word of com-

mand to flog their wives ; women, indecently compelled to hold

up their own garments that men might lay the heavier stripes

upon their legs, driven and harried by brutal overseers in their

time of travail, and becoming mothers on the field of toil, under

the very lash itself; who has read in youth, and seen his virgin

sisters read, descriptions of runaway men and women, and their

disfigured persons, which could not be published elsewhere, of

so much stock upon a farm, or at a show of beasts;—do we
not know that that man, whenever his wrath is kindled up, will

be a brutal savage? Do we not know that as he is a coward in

his domestic life, stalking among his shrinking men and women
slaves armed with his heavy whip, so he will be a coward out

of doors, and carrying cowards' weapons hidden in his breast

will shoot men down and stab them when he quarrels? And if

our reason did not teach us this and much beyond ; if we were

such idiots as to close our eyes to that fine mode of training

which rears up such men ; should we not know that they who
among their equals stab and pistol in the legislative halls, and in

the ccunting-house, and on the market-place, and in all the i


