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pool and the riffles. "Wading in nearly to his hips,

he will reach the pole to the bottom just below
the riffles and feel about. Presently you will see him
give a deft jerk, with a twist to it, and he lifts

out of the water one of those red speckled beau-

ties weighing five or six pounds.

I stood one day on the Taiya River and saw a

young buck catch over twenty trout in tliis

fashion in less than an hour, and while I heard
anglers say it was an unsportsmanhke proceed-

ing, it impressed me, and I am sure it was the

perfection of sportsmanship, for it required a
sense of feeling and deft movement of the wrist

that comes only from an innate love of capture

and long practice. 1 tried it for an hour and I

bruised but one trout and killed him with gashes
;

the Indian smiled at the pale-face, while looking

at his own pile, each one liooked squarely through
the center of the body, sideways, with but a little

red spot, looking much like its specks, to show
where the sharp point had entered and passed

through.

THE ALASKA INDIANS.

The Indian from the Pacific coast of Lower
California to north of St. Michael gradually

changes from a lithe, copper-colored warrior

to the stockier and lighter-colored man of

the Puget Sound coast. He becomes a little

shorter and stouter of stature and more placid

of temper as you go up the Lynn Canal, while

on the Bering Sea coast he is more nearly

an Esquimo; on the

north coast he is a

real Esquimo. Be-
tween the two there

is still a distinct line,

but each has lent his

blood to tlie other as

well as his thought
and mode of life.

These southeast coast

people are puzzles to

the ethnologists, so

many curious dis-

tinctions occur be-

tween different
tribes. The Indians
along the southern
coast— the Tlingits

—are an intelligent,

peaceful, and for In-

dians a thrifty race,

especially those who
have come in con-

tact with the white
man. Prom Wran-
gell, Juneau, and

Sitka some of the boys have been sent to the In-

dian schools in the United States, but they in-

variably return to their tribes and take up the old

life of hunting the moose and bear and fishing

and paddling those gondola-like canoes that so

gracefully stretch their necks to show their beau-

tiful swaying reflection in the still waters.

I was at Crater Lake last summer—that desert

spot across the famous Chilkoot summit—and
was discussing with several young men football as

played in the Eastern colleges; t.vo in the party

had been well-known college players. I noticed

that a young Indian "packer" who sat by was
listening intently to the talk. At last Voorhees,

a half-back from H , began to tell of a game
with the Carlisle Indians, when this young Chil-

kat said m.odestly that he had played in that game
and had given Voorliees an injury that he had
just described. "What a small world! There up
under the arctic circle these two men of different

races met again, but under such different con-

ditions.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TLINGITS.

These Tlingits are a picturesque people, but
it is a wild beauty they put into their dress

and into their blankets and boats and baskets.

Tlie colors are very rich, the reds and blacks

predominating—evidently a tribute from Japan
—and the designs are mostly bold stripes. Tlie

totem -poles are their chief accomplishments in art,

and suggest another borrowing from the Mon-
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