
after siinrisL' 1 Icctuicd the wliolc. Wliat I >>aicl to them I

foi-el. I)iit it 111. I)- 1)0 easily iinaL;ine(l h) a peisnii that could
possess my alVeclions for them at that time. I coiu hided 1)\'

informiii^j tliem that ])assin<j; the phiin that was then in full

\ iew and reacliini; the opposite woods would put an end to

their tatiuue. that in a few Imurs tlie\- would h.i\e a si-dit ot

their loni;-\\islie(l for object, and immediately stepped into the

water without waitini^ for any rej)!)-. A hux/a took place. As
wt' :;enerall}- marched throu_:;h tlie watcM" in a line, before the

third entered I halted, and called to Major Jlow man. ordering;

him to fall in the rear with t\venty-ti\e men, anil |)ut to tlealh

an\- man who refused to march, as we wished to have no such
person among us. I'he whole gave a cry (A a[)probation. and
on w e went. This was the most trNing of all the dil'ticulties

we had experieiu I'd. 1 generally kept lifteen or twenty of the

stroniiest men lu-.xt m\self. and judLred from mv own feelinirs

what must be that of others. ( 'letting about the middle of the

plain, the water about mid deej), I found in\self sensibly fail-

ing ; and, as there were no trees nor bushes for the men to sup-

port tliemsehes by. 1 feared that many of the most weak would
1)e drowned. I onlered the canoes to make the land, discharge

their loading, and pla\' backward and forward with all dili-

gence, and jiick up the men : and. to encourage the party, sent

some of the strongest men forward, with orders, when tiicy got

to a certain distance, to pass the word back that the water was
getting shallow, and when getting near the wocnis to cry out.

This stratagem had it.-, desired effect. The men. en-• Land '.

couraiTed bv it. exerted themselves almost bevond their abili-

. The water neverties; the weak holding by the stronger,

got shallower, but continued deepening. (letting to the woods,
where the men expected hind, the water was up to my shoul-

der.s ; but gaining the woods was of great conseciuence. .All the

low men and the weakly hung to the trees, and floated on the

old logs until the\' were taken off by the canoes. The strong

and tall got ashore and built tires. Many would reach the

shore, and fall with their bodies half in the water, not being
able to support themseK'es without it.

This was a delightful dry spot of ground of about tet

acres. W" e soon found that the iires answered no purpose.

Init that two strong men taking a weaker one b\' the arms was
the only wav to reco\er him ; and, being a deliirhtful dav, it

soon did. lint, fortunately, as if designed by I'rovidence, a

canoe of Indian scpiaws and children was coming up to town,

and took through part of this plain as a nigh wa\-. It was

ing
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