
THE FREE PORT QUESTION "

The fourteen ports hav. .pent over sury. the Secretary of War and the

a billion dollars on providing facili- Secretary of C-ommerce be, and they

ties Montreal has the great advan- are hereby directed, to report to Con-

tage over Hamburg of being farther gress. on or before December 15 next,

from the sea than any port in the as to the advisability of the estab-

world available for ocean navigation, lishment of free ports within the lim-

yGO miles. It also has the advantage ^^^^ ^f the established customs districts

of being at the foot of an inland navi- „{ ^he United States and the Panama

gation system extending more than canal zone

half across the continent and includ-
^^^^^ .^ ^^^^^ ,p,,ropr.ated for

ing the Great I^kes.
^^^ purpose of defraying the expense

,t> 1907 the channel was opened to

^^ ;,^^^^^.^.^^ ^^^^ investigation here-

iraffic with a depth of 30 feet^ As a
^^ ^^^^^_..^^^, ^^^ ^^ ^„y ^„^,y ,„

matter of fact th. lowest depth that
^^^ ^^^.^^^^^ ^, ^he United States

season was iU feet 10 inches; and the
^^^ ^^^^^^^.,^^ appropriated, the sum

whole has a magnificent system of
^^ ^^^ ^^^ ..

lights, buoys, signal service and swept

The subji'ct was touched upon when
channel.

,

President W. J Ross, accompanied the Underwood Tariff was under

by Chief Engineer E. W, Uowie and discussion, and although naturally

Assistant-Secretary M. F. Eennell. jr.. shocited at being confronted with

during Kebruarv, March and April, anything so startling as a new idea

1914 visited London, Marseilles, Ge- Uonpress went so far as to permit the

naa
'

Hamburg, Rotterdam, Antwerp, manufacture of cigars in bonded ware-

Bristol Liverpool. Manchester, the houses. What we want is one big

Clyde
'

Glasgow. Edinburgh. Leith, bonded warehouse extending from St,

Rosyth Hull and Southampton to Lambert to Longueuil, where cigars

study developments in these narbors, o. anything else can be manufactured

The, collected much valuable informa. in t.o.d. Kv.n Mr. Hick..nlik. would

Ucn and plcUed up some good ideas admit that a man m.ght as weU bo

eeardlng harbor development; but hanged for a sheep as for a lamb^

Questionably the most radical no- and Canada long ago admitted tM.

velty which came under their notice princ.ple of manufacture m bond. If

was the Free l>ort of Hamburg: the it is good to manufacture cigars m

Tteady growth of which has been one bond, why would it not be good to

of the wonders of the world. build locomotives, steatj.sh.ps, auto-

Across the border they have awak- mobiles or pianos ,n bond; \\hy

entd to the importance of the Free would it not be good to store a..

Pon Idea recently suggested by the kinds of European and foreign pro-

••south Shore Press," for the South duce in bond so as to ensure prompt

Shor rihe House of Represent, delivery to all parts of this great

tlves at Washington, Representative continental market^ Congress hav-

Hulbert has Introduced a resolution: Ing taken up the Question th.s is no

•Th^t the secretary of the Trea- time for timid half-hearted experl-


