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Fourth Beulon of
SECOND DAY,
"MoxpAY, January 22,

The Speaker took the chair at 2 p.m, = | ®ell for
Rev. Bishop Perrin. | pade 1 orc

Prayers by the Right
“ADDRESS IN REPLY, = :

MR. MARTIN rose to move that an address
be presented in rep >
ered by His Hon. the Lieutenant-Gove
at the opening of the legislature. ' Commen.
<ingwithan e ressionof regret that someone
better qualified had not been assigned to the
task, he took up the speech and dealt with
it clause by clause, starting with the
promige of a rediatribution bill, which he
felt sure would receive the earnest consider-
ation of both sides of the house. He spoke

with asproval of the guarantee of interest,

made during the recess, on the bonds of the
Nakusp & Slocan railway ocompany. This
would ensure the construction of the road,
which wonld be of great advantage to the
mining country to be served. He referred
to the completion of the / Nelson & Fort
Sheppn‘?d railway and  the valuable service
now being rendered by it, in consequence of
the belpinf legislation of the past,
Respecting the reference to' the Kootenay
mines and the silver question ' generally
he would refrain from any extended re-
marks, ag he observed that the Minister for
Mines had given notice of a resolution on
the subject. He spoke with pleasure of

the marked attention given to hydraulic

xdnining in :‘!:; Cnrl:l’mo country, and pre-
dicted that this would take  such a hold b
the old days of Cariboo wenld

in the activity of the mining industry. ]
advooated liberal aid to the ‘construction of
roads, o that supplies for the mines and the
ore they produced might be carried at s
moderate cost. He thought the increase in
the production of the coal mines was a sub-
Ject for general congratulation, the opera-
tions of the mines being & benefit to the
country in every way. ;He commended the
-government for the steps taken to ascertain
the rights of the province with respect to
fishing licenses, and also the ownership of
the precions metals within the railway lands
on Vancouver island, by reference to the
<courts. As to the site for the provineial
home at Kamloops, he could say ‘that
it. had been  obtained ~at a very
reasonable rate and . that a . more
suitable one could not have been secured.
There was sufficient land about the place to
give employment to the residents in devel-
-oping it, so that they would feel that they
were honestly earning their living, and that
the place was. nov merely a shelter for
paupers. - He felt that it was a cause for
congratulation, as mentioned in the epeech,
that while commercial depression had pre-
vailed all over the world it had not beon felt
to the same extent in British Colambia.
The system of dyking and irrigation referred
to being of the greatest benefit to the whole
province, he ,was glad to notice' that the
government proposed to give assistance to
the work in the shape of guarantees which
would enable the money to be procured. It
gave him much gratification to be able to
say, as to affairs gemerally in the ovince,
that this year the crope and prices g'sd been
fairly good all l'OIIIIdP,- and the people had
thus been rewarded for their industry, He
had much pleasure  in moving that the
addrees in reply be presented.

Mz. EBERTS seconded the motion, and in
his introductory remarks spoke with regret
gt bh(; death of the }::o Ld B. Nason, whom

e eulogised as a useful and highly respected
member of the house. Dealing witpt:o the
speech from the throne, he took up the mat-
ter of redistribution, abstaining at the pres-
ent time from speaking as.to the- character
of the bill which should beintreduged. .. As
to the aid to the Nakusp & Slocan railway,
he believed that as a result of this the bonds
had been floated and the railway verynearly
completed, and the ores of ‘the - district
wouldsoon be passing out over it on their way
to the smelters of the world, He hoped that
when any changes in the guarantee was made
as suggested, the government wonld see
that the interests of the province were safe-
guarded. The Nelson & Fort Sheppard
railway he considered 3 monument to the
wisdom and foresight of the government
and house, for no doubt the assistance given
had been instrumental in securing a magni-
ficent railway, now in operation. He had
had the opportunity of visiting Kootenay
several times, and in the ‘Silver King mine
he had passed through one drift alone 1,100
feet in length—a sample of the wonderful
character of the country. the recess
the owners have been successful stocking
that ‘mine for $1,250,000, and he was
informed that in the Kaslo-Slocan toun-
try there were many Silver Kings.
He noticed that 2,000 tons, of the value of
$130,000, had already been carried out over
the Nelson & Fort'Sheppard railway in the
period of four or five weeks. He was glad
to notice that Cariboo is- reviving, and be-
lieved that Cariboo will agsin be a mainstay
of this province. He had been told and be-
lieved that the hydraulic mines there were
equal to the best in California. Coal being
$he staple mining industry in the province,
it was most gratifying to note that the dary
01 that a.rtic%: imported into the United
States was likely to be taken off, which
would result in doubling the British Colum-
bia output. The salmon pack, he noticed,
showed a very t increase during the past
year, and when we thought of all
the edible fishes on these coasts and of the
time coming when  all the coasts would be
studded with fishing villages, we could see
what an immense increase this would make
in the exports of the provinee. He com-
mended the to grantaid to the
trunk roads which he t would inure to
the advantage of the whote

ith ; to the’

tee he felt that bonds for the
be floated at a cost of
4} per cent. all told.
from the papers that
and Australian governments

: of
which would be a particularly good th
f«!':lr t:; lnmbofr trade, Mh‘ ad
show, s of an impetus in  that
was a ﬁrgze amount of outside
-about to come forward for investment
the lumber of this' province. The
season could scarcely be expected to be
year as profitable as Ilast, to the
restrictions imposed by the !
but it was sa story to

industry-is in a flo condition.
the whole one m
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Iy to the ‘speech deliy.

| instead of putting it off

of xpenditure the
{Giffurent oplaton: fat " he
the: Dominion | 8!

“Was & very .

|the great question ‘of redistribution,. It |
might have been supposed that the speakers |

would be in the secrets of the government,:
pand could . lay  before the ' house
some particulars oi this  -legislation,
but a more = marked silence. than'
theirs on this subject conld not have
been ol;lfer;nble. e biag 8
words of the proposed a: reply, that
redistribution *‘was necessarily opf.l’
on account of imgorfeot census returns,”
and held that the Dominion censns furnigh.
ed no information upon which: a  redistri.
bation of the provincisl representation conld
be based. ~He held that it would have been
far better for the government  to have man.
fully faced this question in the first instance
notil now, when it
could no longer be shirk As to the sug-
gested guarantee of prindipal as well as in.
terest on the bonds of & railway company,
he held that if such a step was necessary it
d probably be better for the govern-
ment to build the railway, 88 to gnarantee
the bonds meant to pay them. . He would
defer further remarks. until: the details of
the progodhion were before the house.
He wished to draw attention to ' the
reference to  the sale of provincial
securities at 92 per cent.  In the
absence of more information it was difficuls
to disouss this fally. The -public acoounts:
“the year 1892.93 were, however, before
the house, and these showed that he was an
unfertunately correct prophet when he said
in 189L that there would not be sufficient in
the £700,000 loan to z;svoart the debt as
proposed and  spend ,000 in  public
works. He held that the pretensions of the
prosperity of this province, so far as the
nances of its government are concerned,
are of the hollowest kind. The party - in
office now were practically the party who
took office ten years ago, and during their
term the debt bhad largely increased, while
there was practically nothing to show for it,
and in addition they had given away mil.
lions of acreg of land, besides the guaran-
tees to railway and other enterprises. Since
the present Premier had held that
ition = the debt: had
y increased, “by upwards of ~$650,000
in the past twelvemonth alone,and he asked,
can the few people in this province sustain
such a burden'?  The balance sheet in the
volume of public accounts showed what he
had stated—an. incresse in the liabilities

L over the assets of upwards of $160,000, be-

sides $80,000 at least of assets which would
turn out to be not assets at all. He entered
into details of the loan transactions of the
past few years to show that there is not
enough of money now on hand out of the
loan of 1891 to convert the Joans which the
act said should be converted, though it was
& matter of provincial honor that the terms
of the act . should. be strictly adhered to.
Instead (;f this s:e govakr:mexaebel;sd b;en
i or public works, an ore ti
E:l{li; gconvortz the loans as authorized in tl:z
act they would have to borrow further. He
noticed a paper El:oed before the house to-
day, entitled ** Reply to British Columbia’s
defamers,” and though he had not read this

aper he would say that any persons who
Eid anything which impaired ‘the honor or
the credit of the province were the real de-
famers. . ;

Hox. Mr. Davie—Hear, hear,

Hox. MR. TURNER also opened with an
allusion to the loss sustained by the death of
their old friend Mr. Nason. He expressed
surprise that the leader of the opposition

had failed to allude to the mover.‘and- sec- | b,
londer of the address, as customary, and

wished himself to pay a deserved tribute to
those gentlemen. They had been well
selected—the one of them a gentleman who
represented very ably the agricultaral inter-
ests which it was so desirable to bring to the
front; and the ouvher a gentleman very clogely
identified with the mininginterests. Hecon-
gratulated those gentlemen on the very able
manner in which they had performed their
duty to-day. As to the remarks of the hon.
leader of the opposition, he must say they
were unusually mild. Mr. Beaven complain-
jed that the mover and seconder had not
taken him into their confidence with respect
to redistribution, baut it was probably
very far from their intention’to take that
gentleman into their confidence on that sub-
ject. He thought it had been an act of wis-
dom on the part of the government to defer
redisiribution until the mistakes of the cen-
sus bulletine were fully cleared up as they
would be. The proposition respecting the
Nakusp & Slocan railway guarantee was
one recommended by leading financiers of
the old country, and properly safeguarded
would be of great advantage. With respect
to the financial criticism by the leader of the
opposition, he wished to point out that in
contrast to the $80,000 said to be doubtful
assets, there was upwards of that amount
outstanding in tly good overdue
taxes. Such taxes he noticed were v
fairly placed in the Victoria city statement
as assets, though the province had not been
in the practice of so including them.
He thought that the provincial debt
of $1,604000 was really -a very
small one.  He referred to the improvement
of the credit of the province in the money
market shown by the high rate, at
which the three per cent. loan- had s3ld.
As to the prediction quoted by the leader
of the opposition, which he said he made in
1891, that it wonld be impossible to convert
the whole of the debt 8613 l:‘ tb:l : £700,0k6.(’)
loan, and spend ' £250, public wor!

he wished to say that it had never been
supposed that all the debt would be con-

| verted, as there were always holdera v‘l:

overnment had so carried out the ex| i-
ture that it had bronght the best res in
to the wealth of the province. They
‘to put public works, facilities for
education, roads, and other im, i

wherever they were needed, = w
do their best to carry out this policy. -
Mgz. CorroxN ocould not let the occasion

without expressing the compliments of | by the

Yy to the gentlemen who

%

s

» | itself in all the departments of

'| thought

i ' lection ;
t, | he would say was, let those laugh who win.

in ) ontreal, in
‘ol theb.
to come'in to purchase the lands, but i

endeavor to induce capital-

those capitalists held the lands for & rise in- |

stead of: them at a fair price, they
would see ~that the lands were properly
taxed, it being their intention to **tax

lemned  the government for k
capitalists by these threats of taxation. He
complained that, as he Pre

had told the electors in di t part of ‘the
province that, as he could not trust members
of the opposition,.unless the constituencies
returned supporters of the government they
would get nothing ; and he complained also
that this spirit of ‘partisanship manifested
. adminis-
tration. He referred to personal attacks
which he said had been made upon him by
the Premier during the past few months,
and declared it to be absolutely false that he
bad advocated separation of the island and
mainland. He admi that there had
been  such ‘an agitation, but said he had
always opposed. the ides, claiming that the
way tolobﬁin; redrelu was to m;d mfen dol\:n
to the legislature pledged to give fair play
to all parts of the province. He denied

the charge that he and the other members of | vince.

the independ
pledges to e electorate, and claimed that
they had carried out il the pledges made o
the electors in 1890.

HoN. Mz. DaviE rose, the Speaker
about to put the question, and said that as
the hon. gentlemen opposite seemed to be
backward, or to be anxious to prevent his.
replying to some of their principsl speakers,
he' would address his remarks to the house
now. Respeoting the ‘“personal attacks”
which Mr. Cotton had just referred to, he
challenged any person to show that he had
ever made a personal allusion to any politi-
cal opponent, for he did not descend to that
mode of attack.

Mg. Corrox asked to be allowed to ex-
plain that he  had not said anything about
attacks on his personal character, but that
attacks had been made on him personally in
connection with the mainland agitation.

Hoxn. MR. DAviE answered that this was
not what Mr. Cotton had said a few minutes
before. His party and their friends had got
up a mainland “petition—which he (Mr.
Davie) always called a separation petition—
the object of which was ostensibly the disal-
lowance of the act for the construction of
new parliament buildings at the seat of gov-
ernment; although Mr. Cotton and the hon.
leader of the opposition—now apparently in
the same boat—were at variance on that
subject. Mr. Cotton and those who follow
him were active in initiating or supporting
the petition for disallowance, which ajfnong
other things declared to His Excellency the
Governor General that ‘“*the people of the
mainland are now advocating the separation
of the mainland from the island as the
surest means of relief from the evils under
which they at present suffer.” This peti-
tion Mr. Cotton had boastingly claimed had
received 6,000 or 7,000 signatures. Fol-
lowing that his party—and it was idle for
him to attempt to separate himself from his
party—were active in getting up the Kam-
loops convention to take measures in
support of that petition, to which
convention  delegates were invited
from all parts, Vancouver island excluded.
The agitators found, however, that they had
made & woeful mistake, for at their first
called meeting in Vancouver they could not
get together & sufficient number to transsct

usiness at all, thongh at the end of a week
they got something over 100. _They did not
sucoeed better in Westminster, where the
principal speaker—the member for New
Westminster—had to deplore the thinness
of the attendance. As soon as they discov-
ered  their mistake they made a change
of front, and on the 24th of September Mr,
Cotton came out in his newspaper advocat-
ing not separation but thorongh organization
for the next election. It had been thought
necessary, on behalf of tha party, to give
reasons for not inviting Vancouver island
delegates, and for this purpose they had to
regort to the ridiculons falsehood that
too. much expense would be im-
posed on delegates attending any con-
vention held at a place convenient to
both island and mainland. He showed that
the expense and time necessary to enable is-
land delegates to attend the Kamloops con-
vention was but a trifle more than for dele-
gates from Vancouver. This, of course, was
nothing else than a politicsl subterfuge. It
is idle to attempt to say, now that the bub-
ble has burst, that they did not attempt to
advocate 'separation. He utterly -denied
that he had said, as asserted by Mr. Cotton,
that it was only to constituencies returning
members supporting the goVernment that
favors cdn be shown. Not only had he said
nothing of the kind, but the actual results
were also at variance with the statement,

©ry | for although the district of New Westmin-

ster has sent opponents of the government it
has never suffered on' that account, for, as
he had shown before, excluding the receipts
from land sales, the district of New West-
minster had received a great deal more than
the revenue from it. At one meeting—he
thought it was at Maple Ridge—the member
for New Westminster District (Mr. Kitchen)
in speaking of supposed favors to other places
told of a road that had been built five miles
for the use of one man, and when asked to
give the name and address of this man he
had replied that he would do so when the
I ture met. He said then that this man
lived somewhere in Cariboo. Would he now
give the nme te the house?
- M=. Kr —* Yon will get it in time,”
l"'H_cm. Mz. ‘ll):vg—-;; Yes; t,l’th time “w:l;
about the day of j 6.” (Lw X
He thought the hon. mmmar m b:ﬂttor
have had the h to confess that when
he made the statement he did not mean it ;
but merely used a figure of speech. He
districts represented by such
en were

',o,‘ to its funds, they

mooﬂng the Montreal Star interview
by Mr. Cotton, he did' not
g0 to the extravagant extent stated
writer, but it was unquestionably
the pol
who hold large tracts of
, but mere
rise in value,
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lists to death ”; and Mr. Cotton con-
He took exception to the. :lnon i e o 3 1

ent party had violated their

of this government to tax those | o

, borrowing money, the
public accounts showed the total debt up to

off | the ' balance sheet of June last to be

considerably lesa' than $2,000,000, taking
into account the sinking fund and the
money on hand. Even theugh  there were
$80,000, as stated by the leader of the oppo-
sition, appearing in the assets which would
turn out not to be assérs at all, he asked if
it Was not a good showing. He asked if
it did not compare very favorable with the
position of Victoria. .ge asked Mr. Cotton
if the debt of Vancouver city is not as great.
< MR. N-—Yes, but she has got some-
thing to show for it. i :
HoN. MR. DaviE asked if the province
had not also something to show for her
debt. That the twen? years’ government
had resulted in a debt o only §2,000,000, in
the face of the liberal expenditures on im-
provements he thought wasa most credit-
able showing, and would compare very
favorably with that of any city in the pro-
He reviewed the details of previous
loans, lhowlng:hnt the conversion of 6 per
cent. bonde, having fourtéen yeurs yet to

‘run, into'3 per cents, and paying a bonus for

80 doing, resulted in a great saving to the

being | province.  He ' contrasted’ the high credit

of the province now, as shown by the plac-
ing of a3 per cent. loan at 92, with the
time . when, during the term of office of an
administration of which the present leader
of the opposition was a member, they had
wished to borrow $30,000, and had to pay
8 per cent. for it, beside'5 per cent. com-
mission to the broker who obtained the loan
from Governor Douglas. When he referred
to this incident at. Chilliwack, Mr, Kitchen
expressed doubt, saying he had not heard of
it, which was quite ljkely as he was not in
the country at the time,

Mz. K1TcHEN objected that what he said

was that he conld find nothing about it in the D

public accounts, and he had put the book
into Mr, Davie’s hands and asked him to
find it.

HoN. Me. Davie—*‘He might as well
have asked me to prove it out of the New
Testament.” (Laughter.) It was true, he
said, that Mr. Kitchen had produced the
accounts for 1892, and asked him ' to prove
the statement out of that, but of course he
could not do this, because it was net a
permanent loan and was not there at all.
He maintained that the position of the pro-
vince was better than that of any city
within it, though they were all in good

tion. - With respect to the Nakusp &

locan railway, he would not discuss the
guarantee proposition at length now, be-
cause it would come up lateron. He did not
expectthatthe hon. gentlemen opposite would
pleased with the speech; he id not ex-
pect, either, to please them when the re-
distribution bill came down. As to re.
distribution he would not say much now—it
was a very old chestnut, as the leader of the
opposition would say-—but he could tell the
house this, that the government have, Mr.
Cotton to the comtrary notwithstanding,
made up their mind what the redistribution
is to be, and thn; it will lwltbe changed by
anything the hon. gentlemen opposite
may say before it is 'brought down.
They weére justified in withholding it last
year, when it would have been‘a mere mat-
ter of igue rk to proceed upon the census
retlrbl, showing as they did the ulation
of the island and of the mainland to e about
the same. He could say now that the prin-
cipal feature of the bili would be the entire
breaking down of what has been known as
the balance of power between the island and
mainland, and if they counld only get the
btil, with no other change made, it would be
acceptable to the country generally as a
step in the right direction. In conclusion
he wished to express sorrow for the absent,
and to offer congratulation to those who had
taken part in the debate, and particularl
the mover and seconder. He thought the
Finance Minister was perhaps a little unjust
in his referenca to the fact that the leader
of ihe opposition had made no reference to
these gentlemen.

Eom MR, BEAvEN—That was an over-
sight.

ON. MR. DAVIE said this was what he
supposed, for he had on one occasion made a
similar omission himself. He was glad to
hear the addresses of those gentlgmen, and
proud of their support, and he thought that
the confidence waich they and the house
and country had in the government would
not be forfeited by anythin, g which they
might propose. (Applause.)

BrowNwished toadd a special word of
congratulation to the hon. member who had
moved the address, on his return to the gov-
ernment ranks after his departure of last
session. He desired to contrast  with the
policy previously carried out the declaration
of the intention of the government to tax
monopolies to death, made by the Provincial
Secretary in an interview with the reporter
of an Eastern newspaper quoted by Mr.
Cotton. 4

Hox. Cor. BAKER rose to say that’ he
l.;i"“ made the statement attributed to

m. /

Me. Browx said that at all events the
Premier had to-day stated that it was the
intention of the government Jfo tax the mon-
opolists to a certain extent, and this was in
oontrast to the previous policy: With re-
spect - to the political agitation ' on
the mainland, he said the manifesto
was not circulated on the ‘island, be-
catiee it was not to be sn
Mitwonldbepopnhrthm,npedm‘;'i:
Victoria, where the money for the new
parliament buildings—the main subject of
the agitition—was to be spent. It was true
the le from the island were not invited
to ﬁ&v:nﬁt:: at Kamloops, but though
mem!| o independent party were
2 tion and subscribed

nothing to do with
preparing its  platform and ' declara

all whiohhsdbungotnzwhmey&r:nh«o

in attendance on the
that there was ‘treasonable in the
movement for the tion of the island
and mainland, but that whenever
he had spoken on the subject he had de-

lared i 8t separation, and he quoted
from the Vancouver World a passage to show

m;x. MR Davie—What is the dste of
&

M= BrowN—The 24th of April.

Hox, Mu. Davig—Ah! That was after

our meetings had all up., (Laughter.)
7N BrowN said ho‘o::- afraid the feel.

though it might be

* “‘what are vulgarly called the

kechacos, the mlo who have -come here

lately.” He red that there had been
no sectionalism on the part of the people of
the mainland. :

Hon. M=. DaviE—Read your petition.
(Laughter.)-

BrowN proceeded to read the peti-
tion, with much urging between the para-
graphs, until he reached the comparison be-
tween the representation between island and
mainland, when, amidst the laughter of the
members opposite, hemoved the adjournment
of the debate, it being then nearly six
o’clock, e

BILLS INTRODUCED.

HoN. MR. DAVIE introduced the following
bills, which were read a first time and set
dowp for second reading to-morrow :

*‘An Act respecting artnership.”

“‘An Act respecting Witnesses and Evi-
dence.” )

“An Act for the better prevention of
Fraudalent or Misleading Statements by
Companies and others.” :

The house adjourned at'6 p.m., until 2
p.m, the following day.

L

THIRD DAY,

Turspay, Jan, 23, 1894,
* The Speaker took the chair, at 2 p, m,
Prayers by Ven. Archdeacon Scriven.

DEBATE ON THE ADDRESS,

MR. BRowN resumed his remarks on the
address in reply to the speech from the
throne. He stated ' that though .a copy of
the *‘ Reply to British Colum%in'u defam.

i yesterday; he was not
then aware of the fact, or that it had been
circulated, but he desired now to make
some remarks upon it, opening with a pro-
test against the title, by which, he said, the

Pprovince were thereby

affecteéd, and to show that such was not-the =

:;n‘md some doﬂiohl ﬁgnruTuonndh.  from
e - treasury - department, { y
loans of 1877 and 1887 were relp:m:
£160,000 and £205,400, a total of £355,400.
The ** Loan and consolidation act, 1891,”
vrovided. for £700,000, of which £200,000
was borrowed in cash, leaving £500,000 for
the purpose of converting the bonds of 1877
and 1887, The conversion of bdhds up to
the 30th June last had been, on sccount of
the loan of 1877, £43,300, leaving £106,700
atill in force, and of the loan of 1887 £107,-
500, leaying in force £97,900. The total
conversions had been £150,800, and  the

| bonds still in force amount to £204,600.

The sum paid for converting the £150,800
had been £202,115, leaving still available
£297,885 to redeem £204,600. . The conver-
sion of the balance of the existing bonds
would take, for thosa of 1877, adding the
premium of /say £42 680, being forty per
cent., £149,380, and for: those . of 1887,
adding as premium £24,475, , or twenty-five
per cent,, £122,375, making a total of
£271,755 required. for the redemption of the
balance of the bonds, whilst the amount
available out of the £700,000 loan is £297,-
895, leaving still to the good £26,140 which
the E::emment may :géthtq,jn cash after
the bonds have been redeemed. = Under the
circumstances he would ask. who had been.
the defamer in unjustly astackin oredip’
of the province, Mr. Beaven had based
his criticism on his own statement that. the
government would not have enough money
left to convert the bonds after expendi
£250,000 in public works, but the act di
Dot require them to. raise more than
£200,000 for public works, and they had not
raised more than that sum for such purpose
though the act gave them permission to
go as high as £250,000. He thought the
province a great deal to show for its
debt. In the matter of railways, for in-

government were slanging their opponents in
an official document. He then proceeded
with his reading of the agitation petition.
Reaching the paragraph quoted by Hon. Mr.
avie the previous day, in which it is stated
that *‘ the people on the mainland are now
advocating separation,” he said that sen.
tence was no doubt too inclusive, and if he’
had to write it he would say merely *‘ many
of the people.” He wished to remove the
impression made by a remark of Hon, Mr.,
Davie when - yesterday- he (Mr., Brown)
quoted from a speech delivered on the
24th of April, to show that he had spoken
against separation. - He saw by the Cor-
ONIST, and found on inquiry that this was
correct, that the Premier then said, *“ Ah
that was after your meetings had all gone
up.” He did not catch the remark then,
but wished to say now that the speech from
which he ‘quoted was made at the very first
meeting. He dealt with the Attorney-Gen-
eral’s reply to the petition, submitted yester-
day, and attempted a justification of the
mis-statements of the petition there e

He came to the defence of Mr. Kitohen in
the matter of the allegation that & road had
been built five miles for the benefit of one
man, and declared that he knew there was
& great deal of truth in the statement, as he
had been told by several respectable men—
whose names he would not give, however—
that it was a common thing to build a road
two or three miles long between the barn
and the hay stack of a supporter of the
governnient. (Derisive laughter.) He did
not blame Mr. . Kitchen for. not giv-
ing ‘the name of  his  informant.
{Cries of Name, name !)- - Pl ‘do nothing
of the sart,” replied ‘Mr. Brown, amidst
fresh Iaughter. ' He continuéd that he had
got those statements from & number of re-
spectable citizens of Lillooet. There was
one whose name he did know; but he would
not give it. This man complained to him
that though he had always voted for the
government they let him build his own road
without giving him a ‘dollar in assistance,
and then allowed the public to travel over
it, and he was, therefore, not going: to vote
for them any longer. ¢ Having made these

Y | few preliminary remarks,” he seriously an-

nounced at three o’clock, *“I will now take
up the subject matter of the speech.”
Proceeding to do this, he criticised - the
government for ** having three rows on with
the Dominion,” as he termed the friendly
suite institated in the courts to determine
the important questions re!sﬂna to the min-
erals, the public lands and the heries, now
pending between the province and the Do-
minion. As to the succession duties, he
hoped in imposing them the act would ex-
empt estates up to $10,000 or so.

Howr. Me. VERNON thought it strange that
Mr. Brown should stand up to lectare the
government about raising the issne of island
and mainland when the whole burden of his
own speech dealt with that issue. He had
believed that Mr. Brown had a great deal
to do with framing the agitators’ petition,
to which he had to-day given so much at-
tention, but of course he ted the state-
ment just made that he had not.done so,
but yet it was quite an extraordinary thing
that he was so well posted upon the state-
ments of the petition. It was apparent
t'l:l-t Mr, Bn;lwn u;dhthooe with :ﬂm whoro i:
full sympathy with the petition, t oug!
they were careful to state that they had not
signed it.

%n. BrowN explained that he never said
he had not signed the petition, for as a mat-
ter of fact he did sign it.

HoN. MR. VERNON said this was & note-
worthy admission, seeing that the hon. gen-
tleman’s colleagne, the leader of the Inde-
pendents, was 80 loud in stating that he,
at least, did not not sign that document.
As to Mr. Brown’s remarkable statement
 about the roads in Cariboo, it was not;‘pet-
haps, quite fair to demand the name of his
informant, but he. might at least inform
the house where the roads he referred to
are. 2

Mz. BRowN replied that they were all
over Cariboo, for he had been ‘informed thas
this thing" had- been going on for years.
(Launghter. )

Hox. Mn. VERNON said it must have been
that some of the residents up’

thing by means ot which to make himself a
laughing - stock’ when 'the house met.
(Ln:gl'm,r.) As vo the -alteration
in guarantee to skusp & Slocan
railway, what the government have in mind
is to make a better bargain, at less expense
to the country, than that authorized by the
house last year, ss wotild be apparent when

3 “éi’
seeisefens
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b » there had been large grants during
the past four years in aid of the Nakusp
& Slocan, . the Shuswap & Okana an,
the Victoria & Sidney, the Colum-
bia & Kootenay, and the Nelson
and Fort Sheppard lines, all good and use-
ful works, none of which would have been
started but for the assistance of the govern-
ment. An effort had been made to open up
and develop as far as possible every portion
of the province, and the results to be seen in
the improvements on every hand spoke for

hemselves, There were other works which
1t was proposed to eommence as soon as
sible, with the sanction of the house. In
every district in the province there was some-
thing substantial to show for the expendi-
ture, in the way of school houses, courthouses,
roads, bridges and wharves. It was true
that the revenue had not largely increased of
late years, for there had been fifteen muni.
cipalities formed—including those oi Kam-
loops, Vernon, Spallamcheen and others of
like importance—whose tsxes formerly were
included in the provincjal revenue, which,
under the circumstances, had been remark-
ably well sustained. He felt that the pub-
lic would condemn the unfortunate agitation
raised against the general interest for the
aggrandisement of a few individuals, and
that they would come to the conclusion that
they could not do better than re-entrust the
government of the province to the hands of
those who so far had administered it hon-
estly and well, (Applause.)

MER. SEMLIN paid the usual compliment to
the ' mover and seconder of the address,
though he felt that the gentlemen not being
¥ members were ot in need of com-
mendation. - He fancied, however, that his
colleague, Mr. Martin, foand himself in
narrow waters when he congratnlated the
government upon the progress of the lia-
ment buildings, and he only ho that
when that gentleman went before his con.
stituents he would be successful in, navigat-
ing through them—

Hox. Mz. Davie—Yon don’t hope any-
thing of the kind. (Laughter.)

MR. SEMLIN continued that he did not
intend to say that he hoped Mr. Martinwould
be elected ; he meant -only that he hoped
he would be successful in convincing him-
self that he was right. He expressed sur-
prise at the charges and allegations put forth
by the government in the state Ppaper issued
under the title of ““Reply to British Colum-
bis’s defamers.” He did not see that there
was anything defamatory in the matter re-
ported there, unless it was the remarks of a
certain clergyman, who seemed to have been
very intemperate in hisaddress. He did
not thinlk)leth;c Mr. (gomg uhunl(ll‘ be held
responsil or publi in his paper
what had transpired at & public meeting.
He criticised the address made by the Pro-
vincial SBecretary to the teachers’ institute
at Vancouver, and ¢ him with vir-
tually having told his snbordinates there
that they must support his government at
the next general election in order to get a
normal school in that city. He would like
some further information on the subject of
the delinguent taxes referred to by the Chief
Commissioner, as he thought some persons
must have been unduly favored in this re-
spect, The members of the house were
asked in the address to say that they were
highly pleased that- the government in-
tended to take a certain course with respect
to the Nakusp & Slocan railway, and it was
because he was waiting for some further in. .
formation on this point that he had not
spoken before. 1In the absence of this, he
for one could not say that he was pleased
with the proposition.. With regard to the
redistribution bill, he urged that the gov-
ernment should bring it down at an early
date, and immediately after bring-down the
away within two months. He predioted-
that if these two measures were not brought
down’ promptly the house would be kept

_here until early summer.

The addres was read afirsttime. On the
motion for the second reading Hon. Mr. .
Beaven asked that it be read olause by
clause, and the Speaker having called for
the ayes and noes on the queetion Wwhether
it should be g0 resd, instead of bein, taken -

a8 a whole, announced that the noelxlndit.

Hon. MR. BEAVEN pointed out that the
matter was not one for the division of the
house, but that 1t conld only be taken as a
whole by consent. e

HoxN. Mgz. Davie sald the request just
made by the hon. leaderof the tio!
seemed rather

was any &-rﬁmhrmﬁm‘l& ;
Hox, Mr. BEAVEN replied that though the *
usual practios was to take the address as a
whole, if any member objeoted this conld
not be done. 'There ‘WaS one particular
thing in the address which was such an ab.
::rdzyinhonld_muh permitted to pass
() use, ¢
THE SPEAKER announoed that. the address

would be read clause by | s
the Clerk proceeds e s

ke

Ao amendment that the w
terested ” substituted for * pleased.”

How, Mn. Daviz said this was mere




