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The Progress of Genius.
~¥ROM OBSCURY AND LOW SITUATIONS, TO nMI-
X NENCE AND CELEBRITY.
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/% Genius is that gift of God whick lcarning connot
... confer, which no disadvantages of burth vr educa-
Yion can wholly obscure.’
L

:ﬂ}:xn\' Kirk Winte,—JIfe was born in 1783,

&k Nottingham, wlere his futher fellowed the
-‘Msiness of a butcher. 3le was sent to schoo
: ¥ three years of sge, aed scon became so fond
reading, that when he had got his book in his
nd, it was dificuit to get him even ta leave it
bt & few miinutes, that ho might tuke his meals.
hen no more than seven, he began to attempt
_express his ideas on paper ; his fiirst compo-
ion being a tale, which ashamed to show it to
y one else, I~ commumented to the servant,
0 whom he had for snme time becn secrotly
Jiving instructions in wrtmg.  His school acqui-
"sitions, before he was the age of 11, in addstion
24 reading, were anthmetic and French; in both
f which he had nlready Gistinguished himsell
tbove all his school-fellows. Soon after this he
30 began to write verse.
8 3 His father, however, who was anxious to bring

'm'up to his owa business, although very wuch
{#gain3t his own wish and that of his mother,
"Mow insisted that ke should be cmployed one

ghole day in the week, tnd during lus leisure

urs on othems, in carrying the bulcher’s meat.
Rut he expressed so much dishke to this ocey-
tion, that it was at Jast wrranged that he should
sent to tiie hosiery trdde, and at the age of
, accordingly, ho began to work es a stocking
aver.  Toaheart hike his, fulll of the love of
‘erutlure, and all whase young vigions were al-
n ady thoze of a student, this destination was a
.1y cliesrless one. Yet he hardly dared to
" mplain, for he knew that his family could
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en ebout a year at the loom, to prevail upon

Nottingham, who agreed to take lim without @

ponsion, on condition of lus Berving two years

before bemng articled

He now felt huncell in sometlung like his
I'proper sphere, and his whole nuud  assumed
‘new slacnity.  Although nearly the whole day
,wvas necessarily given (o the study of s profes-
sion, for he attended 1 the office, as he informs
|us wn ona af bus letters, from 8 in the wornng to
i8 at mght, e sull found time to apply imself to

which, with vay hitle assistance, he enabied

[himself, in 10 months, to read Horace with tole-
rable case. This progress, howover, was ob.

tained at the cost of most incessant apphcation.
He read during his walks. and ut lus meals; and
not a woment ndeed of s leisuce hours was
given to 8oy thing except the improvesnont of
h's mind.  In this manner it was surprising how
much he accomphshed. The papers he lefi

‘behind him shewed, Mr. Southey tells us, that

he had apphed hunsclf to his legal stuties with
extraordary industry.  Besides the knowledge
which he acquired of Greek aund Laun, he also
made considerable progress at thus tune in Ita-
lian, Spamsh, and Portuguese. Chemstry,
electricity, und astronomy , all shured largely in
his attention. Whila pursuing these several
studies, lie contrived to accomphsh humself to a
considerable ¢xtent in drawing wod music; and
he found an vccasional amusement in practical
mechanies, in winch he shewed much ingenuity
and neatness of hand.  Another accumplishment
which he wished to acquite was the art of ex-
tempore speaking; and wuh this view he got
himself clected a member of a debating society
Here bhe very soon distanced ali his competitors

But this was not the only mode in wiich he
had already,begun to geek distinction  So early
as the first ) ear after his emancipation from the
stocking lovtn he had sent o translation from
Horaro to a periodical work then existing, called

whizh were in the habit of offering prizes for the
best comributions on subjects wlhuch they y.ro-
posed; and o silver medal had bern awarded to
him for s performance. Thiz honour seems
to have kindled lus hterary ambition to greater
fervour than ever  He biegan to sigh for the
advantage of a University education.  After
having thus frequently tnied lus powers in the
¢ Preceptor,” hie became a correspondent ta ano-
ther Magazine, called the ¢ Monthly Mirror)’
Some of the esseys which he sent to this publi-
|cation, were ol distingmshed meiit, and attracted
jconsiderable notice.  Among others whose at-
tention they excited, was Mr Capel Loflt, whose
patronage of Bloomficld we recorded a few pages
jback; and tho encouragement of this gentleman,
jwhose eaert:ons had recently been so fortunate

" arcly afford to educate him to any lughor em- j1n the case of another poet, deternuncd Ienry
aymeit.  His mother, however, moved by tas |10 comunt a volume of his verses to press.  This
.. 1dent wratchedness, contrived, alter he had|was about the cluse of the year §802

‘The volume mado its appearance in the end

father to have hun placed in the office of {of 1803 or beginning of 1804. It was pubhshed
ceire, Colcham and EndSeld, aftomeys in(by subscription, and dedicated by permission to

tha Greek and Latm languages; in the latter of

the * Mouthly Preceptor,’ the proprietors of

the Dutchess of Devonshire.  What pecumany
return it brought the author 18 not stated; but
the sole probably dud not do a great deal atore
than defray the expeases of publication. Al.
though favourably noticed in some of the perio-
dicals of the day, it wans made the subject of a
very hkarsh article in the ¢ Monthly Review.’
Thts so stung the aensihihity of the young poet,
that he sent a remonstranco to the editors, wluch
produced from them, n their next number, an
expression ol their regrete, that Mr W, should
huve bevn so much hurt by the seventy of ther
erticism ; but no acknowledgement was paid of
the poetical merit of the pubhcation. which they
hiad condemned This treatment distressed
Heary exceedingly. In one of his lotters he
says, ‘This review gocs before wme whearover
I tarn my steps ; it haunts me incessantly ; and
I nmpersunded it is an instrument in the hand
of sutan (o drive me to distractien I must leave
Nottingham.” Fortuuately® however, the poems
had fallen into the hands of Mr Southey. whao,
bringing to their perusul both a better judge-
ment and a kinder heart thanthe writer 1 the
Moathly Reveiw’, considered them to discover
strong marks of genins  On efterwards seeing
the Review, this gentleman’s indignation was
so strongly excited by what he dermedats cruel-
ty and injustice, that he immediatly wrote to H.
a letter of encouragement and advice, with an
offer to do anythiwg n his power te forward his
veiws This generous and seasonable interfer-
ence contributed greatly to heal the poets woun-
ded feelings ; oad enabled i in a short tune
to forget the sneers of his ananymous emtiz.

No prospect, however, had vet opened of bis
desice of gong to the Umversity being gratified;
winle the desire itself was every day growing
stronger. The reading of some religious hooks
about this time had made ndeep impression up-
on him ; and his feelings had been ardently de-
votonal  He deternmined to give up his hife to
the preaching of Christamity. s friends ex-
erted themszlves in vain to shake his resolution,
he itnd made up his mind, if he could not obtaw
admission at Oxford or Cambridge, to Juin some
dissenting commumon, and te  cndeavour to
find the means of pursuing his studies at an A-
cademy, or at one of the Scotch Universihes
Bui at'last through the fluencs of the Rev. Mr
Smneon, of Kings Collcdge, Cambrndge, to
whown be had been recommended, a syzarshup
was procured for him at St.idhons. Hismother
who had for some time kept a boarding schoal,
and lus elder brother, engaged each to allow
him £15 or £20 yeusly ; and Mr Suncon gen-
erously vndertook to afford im £30 more, with
the md of a firend, who s stated to have been
Mr. Wilberforce, n name wmade vencrable by a
life spent in doing good.  Accordingly, in Octo-
ber. 1804, ho quitted his employers at Nottng-
ham, who had most kindly agreed to give um
up the remmnder of his time, although his ser-
vices were cvery day becoming more valuable
to them. e did not, however, immediately
proceed to Cambridge, but, by Mr. Simeon’s
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