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i. The membcrq cannot leave their duties at Ottawa, and must therefore
delegate to subordinates much very important work.

2. They hold their offices by 1'political tenure," and are liable to sudden
changes, whereby the value of their experience is lost.

Ï 3. They can scarcely be regarded by thu. publ'c as sa absolutely removed
from personal or political bias as independent members of a permanenît tribunal.r;. 4. They cannat possibly give their exclusive attention to their raalway duties,

t and in taking upon thernsclves the dutes which would neccssarily devolve upon
them, they would, in tact, be performing judicial functions. "Those and other

J, reasons," as the Commissioners say, occur against the selectian of the Railway
Comnmittee of th~e Privy Counicil as the Railway tribunal; but they say, "it ks

t believed they are outwveighed by the consideration of genieral and ultimatc

-È4 advantage," thus proceeding with 'extreme caution"' in dealing with subjec~
t affecting the entire communitly, while a material practical advantage is securcd

by the fact that any required changes in the law, or ini its application, are secured,
thus identifying the Governnient with its execution.

From the fair manner in which the evidence and information obtained by the
t Commission has nom, been laid before the country, it is quitc open to those who

choose to do so, ta discuss this all-important question fromr every point af vicw,
and thus get the henefit of the ideas of many whose opinions are valuable, and
who otherwise might neyer came farward ta give them.

Having for several years back heard of the proposai ta appoint a permanent
Commission for the adjustment of railway mnatters, we naturally looked forwdird

~ ta that being the channel thraugh which this great problem would be soh-cd.
But, while gladly testifying ta the good work donc by the Railway Commission,

~ and being satisfied that great benefit will be ultimately derived from the
~ information obtained and the report of the Commission, we must confess a certain

amount of dîsappointment. That which many thought would be best, and
-~ Iaoked for, was the appointment of an independent Commission free from

political bias or contrai, and able ta give their whole and undivîded attention
P. ta the great railway problems constantly arising for solution. We doubt whether
V w anything ïhort af this will put the railway question an a permanent and satis-
-~ factory footing. But such a tribunal must be composed of flrst-rate men, we]lt I paid, and made perfectly independent, with powers Iimited and defined in a

specific mariner.
The Governmient could scarcely do otherwise than follow the recommendation

of the Commissioners iii reference ta this Railway Comrnittee. But it certainly
would bc warranted, in view of thc information now gathered together, and d
reported to the Governor-General, in at once considering the constitution af, and
necessary details connected with the appointment of a permanent body, which g
would give its entire time and consideration ta the subject, and which would be ce
able, from time to time, ta recommend such legisiation as might be deemed rt

necessary. We think this the more as from the position occupied by the per-
gneofthe proposed Raîlway Committee of the Privy Council, and from the ref


