
BRLITISH MINISTERS AT WASIIINGTON

and too cailous to be wounded by their
charms. 1 amrn ot going to be married
either to the fascinating accomplished
niece of the President, or to the widow
of a late Foreign Minister, or to any
other niaiden or relict to whom I arn
given by the newspapers." A royal
personage (flot Queen Victoria) pre-
sented a sort of ultimatum to hini
thiat he should marry one of lier
ladies,-in-waiting. With the trainvd
~aertness of bis profession, lie asked
for and obtained a twenty-four hours'
reprieve, and thus secured tirne to re-
fuise. When he waited upon Lincoln
with Qucen Victoria's letter offieially
eommuicating the xiews of the mar-
riage of the Prince of Wales, Lincoln
instantly rernarked: "Well, Lord
Ly ons, ail I can say is 'Go and do
thon likewise"'. Lyons told Sir Ed-
ward 'Malet, who was one of his secre-
taries at the Paris embassy during the
Franco-Genman war, that there Were't
4ivery few mcen who could keep serets
and next to no women".' SmaIl won-
der thiat lie died unmarnied.

The choice of a successor to Lord
Lyoxis, who received for lis services
the thanks of his sovereigu and an
earldom, fell upoxi Sir Frederîck
Bruce, a younger brother of Lord El-
gin. Elgin's success in iegotiaing
the Canadilan treaty of reeiprocity ln
1854 lias been attributed li large mea-
sure, and not unfairly, to bis social
gifts anid his comprehexision of the
Axuerican character. Certainly no
Governor-General of Canada enjoyed
greater popuhlarity in Washixigton
thai lie, wlth the possible exception of
Lord Dufferin. Bruce's appointment
was made i 1865 axid there is re.asoxi
to think that lie possessed some of
his brotlier>s tactfulness, and would
have proved equal to the trying penlod
t.hrougli which Anglo-American rela-
tions were about to, pass. But his
healtli was délicate and lie died at
Boston in 1867. The place was givexi
te Sir Edward Thornton, who re-
mained at Washligton for the unusu-.
ally long tern of thirteen years, fac-
ing the criais which, foilowed the civil
war, the menace of the fisheries dîs-
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puite, and thle purlexity of othewr qui,,,-
tions ln whiulh the i1iterevsts of Canadia
were inseparably and :-oretinio, cmn-
barrassigly bounld up1.

A close study of theu past explains
the cause of Candianl criticismi of
Britishi diplomavy.N. A genieral ixiht-
ment cannet be laid. In nearly every
negotiation Canadiani jnterests wvere
guarded wiselY and welI. There are
exceptions, sUQch as Lord Ashburton's
complaisanice in 1843, becaus, what-
ever may haýv heen thie valuie of the
"red line map", bis tacties were timid
and lie was no mnatch for Daniel Web-
ster. The failuire to press for the
'F'enian elaims" in 1871 wvas long a

grievance. This was dhie to an erroir
ln the ternis of reference, anid the
British Commission, of which Sir
-John Maedonald wvas a member, was
flot gulilty of the omission. lul the
correspondexice of Macdonald froni
Wasihington, -whlch is one of the miost
striking featuires ixi the Memoirs by
Sir Josephi Pope, the letters (written
iusualy at the close of the day'a ses-
sions) uxidouibtedly betray irritation
toward bi,, felow-negotiators. Sir
John M.Nacdoniald expressely excepta
the British 'Miister, Sir Edward
Thornton, f rom weakrness, during
the proc-eedixigs,, althligh lie
blames hlm. for forgetting to in-
clude the Fenian claims.

Then, nearer to our own day, la th(,
Alaskan boundary award. A furious,
outcry arose at the time. lIn ail the
bouxidary dispuites, a fatal defeet li
our case lias been the slowness of Can-
ada te occuipy, seUtle, and hold doubt.
fui terrltory. But, acting for our-
selves, could we have driven better
bargaxis than Britaîn made for uo?
An impartial survey of a century's
diplomaey proves eoelusively that
we could not have doue se. This is the
practical obstacle to an independent
Canadian Minister at Wasbiugton.
The prestige axid authority of Great
Britain, with ber uncoxiquered arma .
are our buckier anid our shield. The
Canadian representative would wÎeld
no more power than the agent of a
small South Ameriean republic.


