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238 CANADA IN FLANDERS.
Finally, after some isolated bombing encounters in
the communication trenches, the 13th broke through
to the north of Hill 62 and linked up with the 16th
on their right! The circle from left to right was
now complete, for the 58th (Colonel Genet), fighting
their way slowly up the communication trenches on
the left of the 13th, finally established touch with
them. The main action was over shortly after 2.30
on the morning of June 13th.

June  On the right the 1st Division had not, as they

A, : Rue-
‘23‘.’30 thought, retaken the precise position held by the

ax. 3rd Division on'June 1st, although in the heat of
the assault they were fully convinced that they had
done so, and, in fact, succeeded in doing so on the
following day. The Germans had built a new
support trench somewhat to the west of the
original British line, and this was in very good
condition. In the meantime, a fortnight of
rain and heavy bombardments, both from British
and German guns, had practically obliterated the
old first line. In the confusion of the final onrush
in a half-light the company commanders of the vari-
ous battalions occupied at once the first sound trench
which obviously held a dominating position looking
towards the east, and, in doing this, they no doubt
stopped on the right 50 yards short of their objec-
tive. Such an error must be regarded as triviaf by
those who understand the conditions of modern war-
fare; it is a mistake which is bound to be made over
and over again, even by the best infantry in the
world, and 1s a far less dangerous offence than the

! The Staff Direction of General 7 " rd’s Brigade was admir-
able throughout, and for this special credit should be given to
the work of the Brigade Major—Major Clarke—and to Captains
Urquart and Clarke Kennedy.
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