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pofe upon hufbandnien the burden of repair-

ing highways. Thcfe perfons, at the fame time

palling the whole fummer in idlenefs, unlefs

when called to perform perfonal fervices to ca-

pricious and unfeeling landlords, could not think

it a hardfliip to have fome part of thei»* time

employed in ferving themfelves inftead of their

landlords.

That annual labour upon high-ways, limited

to a few days, Ihould be required from men in

that condition, appears not unjufl. And why
may we not fuppofe the legiilature at that time

capable of fucli enlarged views, as to prefer

this method for repairing highways, in order to

bring on gradually a habit of labour and in-

duftry ? But the condition of Scotland at prefent

differs widely from what it was in the reign of

Charles II. ; and the regulations for repairing

highways which were then proper, have, by al-

teration of circumftances, become both unjufl and

inexpedient.

Unjud they have become in a high degree.

Inland commerce, which begins to llourifh in

Scotland, is greatly promoted by good roads
;

and every dealer, and indeed every traveller,

j)rofits by them. But no men are lefs interefU

cd in good roads than day-labourers, or thofc

who are comnionly called cottars ; and yet thefc

chiefly are burdened with the reparation. Such
men, at the fame time having commonly many
children, find it difficult to fupport their fami-

lies, even with their utmoli: induftry. Nothing

can be more unjurt: than to impofe npon fuch men
all annual tax of fix days labour for repairi'ig roads,

the goodnefs of which contributes little or nothing

to their convenience.

Our prefent lawy are inexpedient, as well as

urijult. In the firft place, a tax of this nature

difcourages
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