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The conquest of Britain, by the Noimans, was owing not so mucli

to the prowcs.^ of arms as to the intimacy of the Anglo-Saxons with

the Prisoner at the Bar. We find, that while the one army passed the

night preceding ihe battle of Hastings in fasting and prayer, the

otlier spent it in feasting and revelrv. ''Thus the English," as is ob-

served by a writer, " being revelling before, had, in the morning,

their brains arrested for the arrearages of the indigested fumes of the

former night, and were no better than drunk when they eame to

tight."

King Henry the 1st was, in the midst of his prosperity, so unfor-

tunate as to receive a shock which ^rendered him miserable for the

rest of his life. This was the death of his only son, who was
drowned through the intluence of intoxicating liquors. The young
Prince had embarked for England—the sailors unfortunately soli-

cited liim for wine, and, in the generosity of youth, he distributed it

proluselv- The ollicer> and .-^eamen all became intoxicated, and
through llie carelessness of the helmsman, the vessel struck suddenly

on a rock, and, in a short time, di.-ajjpeap'd under the waves—and
the whole crew, 3(K) in number, jjerished, with ihe exception of

BeechiM, who alone was left to lell ihe melancholy news to the King,
who is said to 1kiv{> been so depressed as to have never smiled again.

Such wastli(> intemperance of the Englis.h, during the reign of Queen
Elizabeth, that at ii least given to the Queen by the Earl of Leicester,

at Kenilworth Castle, in addition to other intoxicating licjuors, 365
hogsheads of beer alone was drank, which amounted to ^3,000 gal-

Ions. Such was the esteem in which our forefathers were held by
other nations, on account of their hospitality to the Prisoner at the

Bar, that England rejoiced in the unenviable distinction of being
called " Th(! land of drunkards."

In the IHtli century the people seem to have lost all shame, and
went to drinking esiablishmcMits for the express purpose of getting

drunk. The agents of th.; Prisoner were, however, considerably

more honest then than they are now-a-days, for they told their busi-

ness out plainly, instead of putting up sign-ljoards with "Travellers'

Rest," "The Rising Sun," " Victoria Inn," "Wellington House,"
"Emigrants' Hoiije,"" or t)ther similar falsehoods, they used to let the

connuunity know precisely what their business was; and '"Drunk
for a Pinny—Dead Drunk far Ticupenci^ and clean strtnr for no-

/Amir" was no uneonnnon siun-board. Thus, while my learned

friend, the (,'oims(^l for the Prisoner, boasts of the ac(|naintance ;ind

familiarity of his client w ilh tlif great men of the world, you, gentle-

men, will be able to judge whether such acquainlanci^ was of any
material advantage to them.

'I'he learned Counsel, in speaking of the mildness of the Prisoner

at the Bar, attempts to excite yom* sympathies by representing his

cliciit as an abused character. This, I might remark, has been the

priiK'ipal plea in the dehMict;—and J am conlident, gentlemen, that

yon were heartily lireil of the repetition of it, especially by the learned

junior Counsel for the Prisoner-- •' let him alone and li<' will not

hurt yoti." True, but genllemen you will bear in mind that the man


