
358 FRANCE IN THE FAR WEST.
))

[1710.

?
f

<ll 1
'

^i
'%

With them were also some of the roving Indians of

the plains, with their conical teepees of dressed

huffalo-skin.

The arrival of the strangers was a great and amaz-

ing event for these savages, few of whom had ever

seen a white man. On the day after their arrival

tlie whole multitude gathered to receive them and

offer them the calumet, with a profusion of songs and

speeches. Then warrior after warrior recounted liLs

exploits and l)oasted of the scalps he had taken.

From eight in the morning till two hours after mid-

night the din of drums, songs, harangues, and dances

continued without relenting, with a prospect of

twelve houre more ; and La Harpe, in desperation,

withdrew to rest himself on a buffalo-robe, begging

another Frenchman to take his place. His hosts left

him in peace for a while ; then the chiefs came to

find him, painted his face blue, as a tribute of respect,

put a cap of eagle-feathers on his head, and laid

numerous gifts at his feet. When at last the ceremony

ended, some of the performers were so hoarse from

incessant singing that they could hardly speak.

^

La Harpe was told by his hosts that the Spanish

settlements could be reached by ascending their river;

but to do this was at present impossible. He began

his backwai'd journey, fell desperately ill of a fever,

and nearly died before reaching Natchitoches.
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1 Compare the account of La Harpe with that of the Chevalier

de Beaurain ; both are in Margry, vi. There is an abstract in

Journal historiqiie.
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