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" On landing I found the beach low, composed of

mud, with the foot-prints of animals frozen in it. A
few hundred yards from the beach there are steep hills,

about 150 feet in height, and upon the sides of these,

in reddish-colored limestone, casts of fossil shells

abound. Inland of these, the ordinary pale carbonif-

erous sandstone and cherty limestone re-appeared. The
fossils are all small, and of only a few varieties, some
being ammonites, but the greater part bivalves. They
differed from any I had met with before, and the rock

was almost brick-red ; I picked up what appeared to

be fossil bone (Ichthyosaurus ?), only part of it appear-

ing out of the fragment of the rock.

" Point Wilkie appears to be an isolated patch of

liassic age, resting upon carboniferous sandstones and

limestones, with bands of chert, of the same age as

the limestones and sandstones of Melville Island. The
eastern shores of Intrepid Inlet is composed of this

formation ; while the western, rising into hills and ter-

races, is of the underlying carboniferous epoch. At

the western side of Intrepid Inlet I found upon the ice

a considerable quantity of white asbestos, but did not

ascertain from whence it had been brought."

The fossils thus found in situ, I have no doubt,

belong to the liassic period; and as their geological

interest is indubitable, I offer no apology for inserting

here the following description, written by me on Cap-

tain M'Clintock's return to Dublin from his third Arctic

expedition.

No. 1. WILKIE POINT, Prince Patrick's Land (Lat. 76° 20' N.

;

Long. 117° 20' W.).

LIAS FOSSILS.

(a) Ammonites M^Clintocku Joum. R. D. S., Vol. I. PI. IX. Figa.

2, 3, 4.
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