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The init>ortant conqaelts of Guftdaloupe^ MarHnicO
and the Havanna, have Indeed been returned by th6

Definitive treaty; but the lofs of them were orinfi*

tiitely more prejudiice to the eneiny> than their poffclXioa

could have been of fervice to us. *
'^^

We have alfo agreed to permit the French to fi(h on
the banks of Newfoundland, in the gulph St. Lawrence^
and on the coalU of the idand ofCape Breton, and given
them the ifland of St. Pierre and Miquclon, for that

j|^urpofe> with leave to keep (lores, and to ctire and
dry their fiih in Newfoundland. This is by far the

nirorft part of the treaty ; for belides that Great Britain,

byengrbdiog the whole ofthe fiihery, might have em*
ployed all her poor Tailors who are now in diHrefs^ it

ivould hare brought large fums^ into the nation, and,
tirhat is of (IHl gteater confequence, her navy woold
have been fo itrengthened, and that of France fo impair-

ed, by tliis means> that in all probability, no war would
have eniued for a century, and our minrftry and people,

with common prudence, might have difcharged the

IVhole of the national debt, enormous as it is.—Beiides

the conqueftsmadeby Great Britain, daring the coarfe

of the war, the French marine was almoft annihihted,

and that of Spain fo damaged, as not to be repaired for

fome years ; fo that this feemed to be the time for Great
Britain to fettle a peace to her own fatisfaftion. ^

The war in Germany* in its own nature was but a
fecondary condderation to Great Britain ,- bin the en-

gagements we had ci^tercd into thercs, rendered it in h€t
a primary one. To diflTolve thofe engagements, with-

out hurting the honour of the nation, or endanger-

ing the balance of power on the continent of Europe,
was the great objeft that, foon after the acceflion of his

prefent majefty, employed the attention of his miniflers.

They fuccceded in their intention beyond the expecta-

tion of the public. They more than fulfilled their ac-

tual ei^gagements with his Prullian majefty ; and, after

the defe<5tion of the Ruflians from the caufe of Auftria,

they took off the French from being his enemies. The
fenlible and immediate effeft of this was, that the prin-

ces oi the empire, who think they have no fecurity

againU the power of Awflria^ but the treaty of WelK
phalia


