
DID CAHOT RKTURX FROM HIS SIXOXD VOWXGi: ?>

Tills important ([ucstion of inaritiiiic history acciuiics additional

interest from a document recently discovered in tlie archives of

Westminster Abbey.

It is well known that John (."abot. bj- virtue of letters patent

j^ranted to him and his three sons by Henry VII., eciuipped a small

ves.sel, and with a crew of ei^diteen men, sailed from I^ristol in the

spring of 1497, to make di.scoveries "in whatever part of the workl

heretofore unknown to all Christians." I le landed somewhere on

the northeast coast of the new world, and returned iiome after an

absence of only three months. That is the ori_L,nn of the reyal title

of England to the i^reatest part of North America.

As John Cabot was believed to have discovered Cipanf;o and

the Kingdom of the Great Khan, he found no difficulty in obtaining

letters j)atent for a second e:;i)edition. Karly in May, 149S, tlie

bokl navii^ator sailed a^ain wi ward, leading.; a small fleet of five

ships. In July following, news was received in London that one of

the vessels had been forced by stress of weather to put into Ireland.

That is the last that was ever heartl of John Cabot's second aiul last

voj'age.

He had a .'on, called Sebastian, who arrojjated to himself the

merit of the achievement and lived and prospered, in lui^land as

well as in Spain, to an extreme old ai^e, ui)on this mendacious boast.

Nay, during several centuries nearly every one believed that he had

been the sole discoverer of Labrador, Newfoundland, No\a Scotia

and Canada, although authentic documents tend to prove that he

was not e\en on board when these disco\eries were made.'

Regarding the second voyage, historians, as a rule, positiveh'

asserted that it had also been accomplished by Sebastian Cabot.

Thus Biddle taught that John Cabot died shortly after the patent of

February 1498 had been issued, and, besides, that so far from be-

ing a seaman, he only " followed the trade of merchandise ;

" George

Bancroft asserted that John Cabot had made no \o\age \vhatev<'r

under the second charter ; while Mr. D'Avezac maintained that

Sebastian took the place of the patentee, apparently owing to the

latter's "unexpected death."

' Warden's Accounts of the Drapers' Coniiiaiiy of London, from March 1st to April

9th, 1521.


