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CnRONtChE OF FERNANDO THE SAINT. 67

In war. Tlio prince and his captain went from Salamanca to
Toledo, where they recrnited their force with a troop of cav-
alry. Tlience tliey proceeded lo Andujar, where they sent out
corrcdorcs, or li<,dit fora^tinfj; tro(j|)s, who laid waste the coun-
try, pluuderinj? and destroyinj; and lMin,<,nn<,' off great hooty.
'I'iu'tiee they directed their ravaging eoiirse toward Cordova,
assaulted tmd carried I'alma, and put all its inhabitants to the
pword. Following the fertile valley of the (iuadalquivir, they
scoured the vicinity of Seville, and continued onward for Xerez,
8weei)ing off cattle and sheep from the pastures of Andalusia •

driving on long cavalgadas of horses and mules laden with
8[)oil; until the earth shook with the tramping of their feet, and
their course was marked by clouds of dust and the smoke of
burning villages.

In this desolating foray they were joined by two hundred
horse and three hundred foot, IVFoorish allies, or rather vassals,
being led by the son of Aben Mohamed, the king of IJaeza.

Arrived within sight of Xerez, they i)itched tlieir tents on the
banks of the (iuadalete — that fatal river, sadly renowned in

the aunals of Spain for the overtlirow of Roderick and the per-

dition of the kingdom.
Here a good watch was set over the captured tloeks and herds

which covered the adjacent meadows, while the soldiers, fatigued

with ravage, gave themselves up to repose on the banks of the

river, or indulged in feasting and revelry, or gambled with each
other for their booty.

lu the mean time Aben Ilud, hearing of this inroad, summoned
all his chivalry of the seaboard of Andalusia to meet him in

Xerez. They hastened to obey his call ; every leader si)urred

for Xerez with his bantl of vassals. Thither came also the king

of the Azules, with seven hundred horsemen. Moors of Africa,

light, vigorous, and activ* ; and the city was full of troops.

The camp of Don Alonzo had a formidable appearance at a

distance, from the flocks and herds which surrounded it, the

vast number of sumpter mules, and the numerous captives ; but

when Aben Ilud came to reconnoitre it, he found that its aggre-

gate; force did not exceed three thousand five hundred men— a

mere handful in comparison to his army, and those encumbered
with cattle and booty. He anticipated, therefore, an easy victory.

lie now sallied forth frotn the city, and took his position in the

olive-lields between the Christians and the city ; while the African

horsemen were stationed on each wing, with instructions to hem
iu the Christians (jn either side, for lu; was only apprehensive of

their escaping. It is even said that he ordered great quantities
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