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the moment veiled, on the otter hand we are

set free from the belief that all who go not in

by the strait gate, that is, the greater part of

mankind, are lost for ever ; from belief in the

God of Dante, with his everlasting torture-

house; from belief in the God of Predestina-

tion, who arbitrarily rejects half his creatures

and dooms them to eternal fire. That which

in a good sermon has most practical effect will

probably survive its ecclesiastical or theological

form.

Tht spirit in which these pages are penned is

not that of Agnosticism, if Agnosticism imports

despair of spiritual truth, but that of free and

hopeful inquiry, the way for which it is neces-

sary to clear by removing the wreck of that

upon which we can found our faith no more.

To resign untenable arguments for a belief

is not to resign the belief, while a belief bound

up with untenable arguments will share their

fate.

Where the conclusions are, or seem to be,

negative, no one will rejoice more than the

writer to see the more welcome view reasserted

and fresh evidence of its truth supplied.


