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against the action of the direct repre-

sentative of th ) crown, Sir John Mac-

donald went further, and in the same

case caused the disniissal of the repre-

sentative of th • representative of the

crown, that is the lieutenant-governor of

Quehec, for acting in a partisan man-

ner, contrary to the advice of his pro-

vincial ministers. Again, Sir John Mac-

donald was devoted to imperial interests

;

hut he forced the hands of British min-

isters to protect thi; Canadian ilsheries

when they were not disposed to be very

active ; he made it a part of necessary

policy that no treaty affecting Canada,

or indeed auy colony possessing respon-

sible government, shall be finally nego-

tiated Avithout reserving the assent of the

colony to the arrangement : and above

all, he made it a necessary part of

imperial policy that in all negotiations

concerning Canada this country shall

be represented in the negotiating body.

And at the ti'ne of his death it had been

made, to all intents and i)urposes. a fur-

ther pai't of imperial policy that none

of the British colonies of America shall

be permit' ad to make separate trade

arrangements affecting in any way the

interests of Canada without the consent

of this country.

Respecting the great question of im-

perial federation now attracting so much
attention and challenging so much criti-

cism, the at*'rude of Sir John Macdon-

ald was not jironounced ; it w.ts an at-

titude of friendly encouragement and

attentive consideration. The subject was

not a new one to him. In 1861, at Que-

bec, in discussing the question of repre-

sentation, he had said :
" We are fast

ceasing to be a dependency, and assuming

the position of an ally of Great Brii.^.n.

England would be the centre, surround-

ed and sustained by an alliance not only

with Canada, but Australia and all her

other possessions : and there would tluu

be formed an innnense confederation or

freemen, — the greatest confederacy of

civilized and intelligent men that ever

had an existence on the face of the

globe." In 1885 he was quite as em-

})hatic. With regard to imperial fed-

ei-ation, he agreed that there nmst be

something of the kind, and that, as the

auxiliary nations of Canada, Australia,

and South Africa increased in wealth

and population, they must be willing to

accept increased responsibility. Speak-

ing on behalf of Canada, he declared that

she was willing, and tlnvt she would be

prepared, to join the mother country in

an offensive and defensive league for

the maintenance of the empire and flag

of Great Britain. It has been asked

why Canada should mix herself uj) with

the conflict of nations. Her answer was,

that blood was thicker than water, and

that her people were Englishmen, Scotch-

men, and Irishmen, far removed from

the centre, it might be, but still cl nging

to the mother country. He was by no

means rashly committed to ariy paiiic-

nlar scheme of union ; but there are the

strongest reasons for believing tliat, had
he lived. Sir John Macdonald would

jiave been fouml upon the side of thosii

who tbivk that the trade of the British

Empire needc guarding, consolidatiuf;,

and extending under a systeir of gen-

eral imperial policy which would j.vovide

for its ijrotection. It may also '
/C said

on authority that, had Lord Bea' orisfieid

lived, ho ami Sir John Macdonald would

liave been jointly engaged in populathig

and developing the northwest of Can-

ada, and in promoting the inrperial rse-

falness of the Intercolonial and Canadian

Pacific railways. The policy was be-

gun in 1879 or 1880 ; for, after a visit

which Sir Jolm Macdonald paid to

Hiighenden, Lord Beaconsfield made, at

Bucks, the first of what he intended 'm

be a series of speeches advocating the

encouragement of emigration from the

United Kingdom into the " illimitable

prairies " of the Canadian Northwest.

In regard to the United States there

were only two great questions which

caused Sir John Macdonald to lip o any
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