
PRRE RENE MENARD.

])lacc wiuTc lie spciil the winter is probablx' Old X'illat^e Pi)iiit

f
I i], seven miles north of the present town of L'Anse.

A dreary winter it proved to he. Treated harshly by a

chief whom the I'Yench called Le Brochct [12]. Menard took

up his abode in a hut of fir-tree branches, his sole refui^e from

the rigors of a Lake Superior winter. Privation continued

to be his lot. Me ate the remains of fish, and also the pulver-

ized bark of l)irch and whitewood. either boiled in water in

which a fish had been cooked or else mixed with fish-oil.

Acorns were devoured with relish by him and his companions.

In the face of all this bodily discomfort, Menard ceased not to

labor for his church. He ba])tized a number of dyinj.;- infants

and converted fifty adult Indians.

Some time before this the Tobacco Hurons. after fleeing,

from the wrath of the Iroquois, first to Mackinac, thence to

the islands of Green F.ay and later to Lake Pepin, on the Mis-

sissippi River, had reached the headwaters of the P)lack River

in Wisconsin. Among those po ^r Indians were some who had

been baptize<l in their native country and these now implored

Menard to visit them, assuring him that their countrymen

would embrace his faith if he would go to them. [13]

Menard, who had previously become discouraged by the vice

and obduracy of the Indians at Keweenaw Ray, gladly

embraced this new opportunity to do good. He took the

])recaution. however, to send three young Frenchmen to the

village of these Hurons. with directions to report to him con-

cerning their condition. These young Frenchmen returned to

Keweenaw Rav abox'.t^ the middle of June. 1661. Idiey had

found the Hurons in a starving condition and they endeavored,

but in vain to dissuade the missionar\- from attempting the

fn] Thi.« was tlio opinion of tlit> latp Rev. lOilward Jackor. the learnoil

.•intiqiiarian who discovered what are siiiiiioseil to he the liones of

.Manniette, i-ellcs that for the most part now re|)0se in ^rar'luette rollep:e.

Milwaiiliee.

ri2) Tlio Frencli synonym foi- "Uinoje," the ("hippewa word for pil<e

or pickerel.

ri3] •Relation" liiC), p. 21, (jueliec edition, et sec).


