TANAKA MEMORIAL

Memorial Presented to the Emperor of Japan. on July 25, 1927,
by Premier Tanoka, Outlining the positive
policy in Manchuria.

(Reprinted from THE CHinA CritTic Vol. IV No. 39,
Sept. 24, 1931.)

Since the European War, Japan’s political as well as
economic interests have been in an unsettled condition. This
is due to the fact that we have failed to take advantage of our
special privileges in Manchuria and Mongolia and fully to
realize our acquired rights. But upon my appointment as
premier, I was instructed specially to guard our interests in
this region and watch for opportunities for further expansion.
Such injunctions one cannot take lightly. Ever since I
advocated a positive policy towards Manchuria and Mongolia
as a common citizen, I have longed for its realization. So in
order that we may lay plans for the colonization of the Far
East and the development of our new continental empire, a
special conference was held from June 27th to July 7th lasting
in all eleven days. ‘It was attended by all the civil and military
officers connected with Manchuria and Mongolia, whose discus-
sions resulted in the following resolutions. These we respect-
fully submit to Your Majesty for consideration.

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS

The term Manchuria and Mongolia includes the provinces
Fengtien, Kirin, Heilungkiang and Outer and Inner Mongolia.
It extends an area of 74,000 square miles, having a population
of 28,000,000 people. - The territory is more than three times as
large as our own empire not counting Korea and Formosa, but
it is inhabited by only one-third as many people. The attra-
ctiveness of the land does not arise from the secarcity of
population alone: its wealth of forestry, minerals and agricult-
ural- products.ig also unrivalled elsewhere in the world, In

A g




