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postmaster of the House of Commons. He was
appointcd ta this assembly by tbe Govern-
ment of Sir John Macdonalld in the year 1885.
Nonte, bowever long their service, cmn compare
with bim in the time given to tbe work of
this body. Not only was hoe well known by
reason of the length of bais service, but lie was
still botter known by bis achievement in otber
spberes in which Canadians only too rarely
;attain success-tbe spberes of science and of
literature. Pascal Poirier was a great Acadian.
He 'vas the historian, the advocate and the
interpreter of bis race. His wbole being cen-
tced around that people, the people wbo laid
the foundations of civilized sacicty in our
Maritime Provinces. The books of wbicb be
is the author will ho enligbtening works not
only to this generation but to posterity,
especially in relation to that people. Senator
Poirier's mind, I often thouglit, was essentially
scientifie. We ail know with wbat artistry of
words hoe addressed us when hoe arose to speak,
an artistry that was equally excellent in bath
languages; but bis mind and bis interests, wben
one got to kçnow him, were in mineralogy, in
geology, and kindred sciences, and to bais hast
day hoe nover ceased to dream of mucb tbat
wvas yet to ho attained for the benefit of bis
native land in those great fields of researchi.
To bis widow wbo mourns bim, and ta bier
brother-anc of aur best known public mon
and a memnber of this House-we ail extend
our heartfeht and lasting sympatby.

It would lie difficuît indeed ta compross
within the boundaries of a brief speech the
long record of achievement that stands ta the
<redit of aur late callcague Senator Béique.
He was for more than sixty-five years at the
Bar of Quebec; three decades in this House;
ail those years, or nearly ail, a member of the
govcrning bodies of very large industries of
aur Dominion, active in educational work,
prominent in at least haîf a dozen other
spheres-presi dont of a unîversity, president
of a bank,, member of the executix e committec
of the Canadian Pacifie; and tlirougb it al
anc of the most vigaraus acivocates at the
Bar that the province of Quebec bas seen.
Ail of us will agree that hoe was anc of the
best informcd and most practically usoful
members of cither House of Parliament.

Hon. Mr. CASGRAIN: Hear, hear.

Right Hon. Mr. MEIGHEN: I fancy some
who kncw him bcst would use the single
superlative; probabhy my brief experience in
this Chamber warrants me in adopting the
more cautiaus terni. One could not work
with hima or talk witb bim without realizing
that hoe was possessed of a mind of ample
dimensions, of comprehensive information, of
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keen analytical power, ail dominated by a
spirit of fairness and determination for ser-
vice, wvhich form the base and the back-

grouind of ail wortb-while public work. H1e
has gone now, having reached by reason of
strengtli far beyond the three score years and
ten, with the unanimous acclamation of al
loi-ers of true citizenship, and followed by the
benedictions of bis people.

We ail had observed for a period of many
months that failing healthbhad wrought some-
tbing approaching collapse in tbe splendid
physique and fine intellectual powers of
Senator Robertson. 1 well remember tbe
occasion wben, now nearly seventeen years
ago, 1 was intro(lOced to him, hie on that day
entering the Cabinet of wbicb I biad been for
some time a member. As hoe had never occu-
pied a seat in tbe buse of Commons, nor
taken any part in the political warfare of bis
day, bie was to bais future colleagues comn-
parativcly unknown. lis admission to bigb
public office had been attained, certainly not
because of service to any party, for such ser-
vice lie neyer liad given, nlot because of ad-
vocacy of any special policy or tbeory on tbe
bustings, but because of higb qualities shown
in tba realm of organized labour, to whicb bie
had given bis life. Starting as a telegrapher
at the ago of eiglitcen, in tbe course of a de-
cade and a baîf lie became chairman of tbe
board of the telegraphers of this country. This
gave him scope for bis splendid, indeed unex-
amfplC(l. talent.. as a niedliatar-and a bora
mediator lie wvas. To the order of which he
wvas the head, and to organized labour in gen-
eral, bis hoart was attaclied, bis energies were
devotcd; around these things ail bais interests
centered and for them bie lived. He was not
in tbose early times, nor indeed was lie ever,
a partisan in the sense in wbicb we usually
undcrstand the term. As a member of a party
government hie doubtless hiad party affiliations,
and to thosa affiliations bie was loyal, but
beyond the allegiance by wbicb as a col-
leagua lie was bound to lus associates and
leader, lie knew not the meaning of the termi
at aIl. His interests were elsewhere, bais whole
mission and purpose in if e was forcign to
any such spbere. I know tbat bis closest
associate-certainly an associate dloser to bim
than was any member of the Government to
wbicb bie belonged-was tbe honourable son-
ator froni Parkdale (Hon. Mr. Murdock). He
can in a personal way speak of haim botter
than can any of tbe rest of us. Mediator in
some of tbe fiercest and most dangerous dis-
putes wbicb ever shook the social fabric of
our country, Senator Robertson conducted

bhimself with credit in ail, and witlh almost


