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other side who desires to say something on
the Address, and that to-day is the only
opportunity he will have of doing io. There-
fore it is with pleasure that I extend to him
the opportunity of speaking at this time if
he so desires, and I will poetpone what I
have to say until to-morrow. If there la no
obj ect ion, I have great pleasure in giving way
to the honourable member for Wellington
<Hon. Mr. McDougald).

Hon, W. L. McDOUGALD: Honourable
gentlemen, before proceeding with the debate
on the Address in Reply to the Speech fromn
the Throne, may I thank my honourable
friend opposite (Hon. Mr. Robertson) for the
courtesy which lie lias extended ta me in
waiving bis right to speak at this time?

In rising for the first time to address hon-
oura)ble gentlemen of this Chem'ber, may I at
once say how honoured and .pleased I feel at
finding myself a member of this time-honoured
body. May 1 ailso be permitted, to associ-
ate myseif with other honourable gentlemen
who have spoken i congratuiatinig the honour-
able gentlemen fromn London (Hon. Mr. Little)
and Essex (Hon. Mr. Lacasse) on their brilli-
ant efforts in moving and Seconding the
adoption of the Speech from the Throoe, and
to say that I arn indeed jealous to find that
I amn no longer the youngoet member in this
Chaxnber.

It is eut .my intention to refer to more than
one or two subjects deait with in the Speech
from the Throne. I should like, however, ta
touveh briefly upon the su'bject of immnigration
and its relation to some phases of the develop-
ment of those vast natural resources with
which our Dominion bas9 been so highly
favoured. I Ëhouid like, also, to say a f ew
words upon a subject with which I have had
rather an intimate association, namely, the
question of the deepening of the St. Lawrence
Waterways.

I take it that we are now *practicaldy ail
agreed on the extreme desirability of promot-
ing immigration of the riglit type in order to
fi11 up our vacant spaces, increase production,
stîmulate business and generally strengthen
the body politic îby a rapid accretion of the
riglit kind of icitizens. I think I may con-
gratulate the Government upon its efforts--
and upon the success of its efforte-in this
direction. It must be remembered that
resuits are not îmmediate in the matter of
immigration. Measures taken one year bring
their results only after the passage of one or
two or three years.

Fundamentally, a sucoessfuil immigration
'policy under present day conditions depends
upon two necessary underlying factors. First

and foremost, in order to induce immigration,
the Government must take steps to improve
the general economic conditions of the country.
Under modern conditions of cable and talc-
graphie news service, national .and inter-
national, with the concurrent and almost
universal distribution of newepapers at such
a low price that no one need be without tihem,
economie conditions in foreign countrie8 are, in
general ternis, weli known to aIl. Prospective
immigrants to Canada know of economie con-
ditions in Canada, and if those conditions are
bad the prospective immnigrants will flot corne
to our country. So that, as I have said, the
first prerequisite of inducing a larger and more
satisfactory immigration is the improvement
of the economic conditions of and in Canada.
In passing, I might remark that the daims of
critics of the Government, to the effect that
Canada is not really prosperous or economi-
cally sound, tend to defeat the very object
which they profess ta desire, namely, increased
immigration. The second fuedamental pre-
requisite is the provision of employment for
the immigrants after they arrive in this
cauntry. As to, the flrst factor, the improve-
ment of economîc conditions, it la perfectly
clear that ths Government lias donc yeo-
man service. The riglit homourable thc Prime
Minister prod-uced the other day in another
place evidenoe to this effect, evidence ample
and to spare..

As to the second prerequisîte, namnely, the
provision of employmient for the immigrants
after they arrive in the country, the Govem-
ment has also good reason to be proud of its
record. The Goverement is applying its
policy, which consists, broadly, of careful
economie administration, the steady reduc-
tion of the public debt, and the progressive
lightening of the load of taxation. It is
curious to note in this connection, that
although the problemn of providieg employ-
ment for immigrants is so very fundamental,
very little has been aaid of the possible effeet
of the construction of the St. Lawrence
Waterway upon it. I am sure I amn not
mentioning anything which could possibly be
construed as indiscreet if I invite honourable
gentlemen ta consider for a moment the best
available estimates showing the relation of
new employment, new jobs for Canadians
and additional annual total wage payments,
to ncw horsepower developed.

In the firet place the horsepower data la
out.side the realm of controversy. On the
whole St. Lawrence River, hetween Prescott
and Montreal, there is approximately 5,000,000
horsepower. I speak in round figures only.
It is aLso beyond controversy that of
this 5,000,000 potential horsepower, approx-


