The [FEBRUARY 29, 1892] Address.

Your Excellency is able to con

Y gratulate us upon the
g%neral prosperity of the Dominion, and u;x))on the
abundant harvest with which Providence has blessed all
parts of the country.

We share in the most heartfelt manner the feeling of
ptl_'og).und sorrow which the lamented and untimely dgath
3 ) is Royal Highness the Duke of Clarence and Avon-
sa, e has aroused, and we feel most sincerely the same
tf;mga.thy with Her Majesty and Their Royal Highnesses

lf' rince and Princess of Wales, in their bereavement,
: ich has prevailed in the Dominion on this melancholy

gcaslou and has found expression in respectful messages
of condolence from Your Excellency’s Ministers, from

the Provincial Government
C ) ents, and from many othe pre-
Sentative bodies ’ iy ofher repre

We thank Your Excellency i i
tha 0 y for informing us that the
Degotiations with respect to seal ﬁshingingBehring Sea
ave been continued, with a view to the adjustment, by
are ‘tﬁ"t!o"- of the difficulties which have arisen between
bS {h ajesty’s Government and that of the United States
“it(l) atﬁub;ect. We are pleased to learn that Commis-
A ners have been appointed by both Governments, to
tOvest,mate the circumstances of seal life in Behring Sca ;
wh‘:eﬁort thereon ; and to suggest the easures, if any,
by éc they may deem necessary for its proper protection
nd preservation. Weare glad to be informed that the
vmt}:{lsslouers are proceeding with their deliberations in
ni:st 1ggton and that the results will shortly be commu-
b atel 'to Her Majesty’s tfovernment. We trust that
m;:zr Investigations, and the determination of the Arbi-
b prsbwho are to be appointed, may lead to a just and
quitable settlement of this long pending difficulty.

We receive with a dee; ite i
p sense of its importance Your
‘I.‘-'ﬁ:}lll%nc ’s announcement that thoug{x the meeting
e ad been arranged with the United States Govern-
ped theor a day in October last, for an informal discussion
on the extension of trade between the two countries, and
oet er :lnternatgonal matters requiring adjustment, was
» mé)one at their request, yet, that, in compliance with
4D reE recent intimation from that Government, three of
an&“ xfcellency's Ministers proceeded to Washington,
ond c;_){:herred_ with representatives of the Administra-
flor of the United States on those subjects, We are glad
earn that an amicable understanding was arrived at

respecting the steps to be taken for the establishment of-

the boundary of Alasks, and fi iproci i
t sks, or reciprocity
ﬁ: :tases of wreck and salvage. We arg gmtgﬁgg ts:lgr‘l?:
th anaf;t:;gﬂe;ﬁzg&sl \é%t;]el la.nl.so.reached for the appointment
] € 1ssion to report on_the regula-
fone rhiet iy bo bdgpied by B Uhifen Shisk
fishing and the pollution of st e, and Tor ootablahing
uniformity of cﬁ)se seasons }t;‘ein;ns. A o qatabliching
0 lose s s ther means for the pre-
servation and increase of fish; and w joi h
ghat a.hvnh:mble and friendly inte’rchnngeeofrsgg::’:: rt(a(:s:)‘:(il:
ng other important watters also took place.

We receive with gratification
. t on the anno
!ansxzccorQunce with the promise given at ;]l‘:)ec ecl?(fsgtgft?l?é
e wesﬁ!on a Commission has been issued to investigate
the orking of the Civil ‘Service Act, and other matters
o0 (!)llgtctefd with the Civil Service generally, and that the
thg pregeutthéi s(;}pmmliﬂ;wn will be laid before us during
Tonoy thont Se r::ygr . e beg leave to assure Your Excel-

We thank Your Excellency i i

th; llency for informin €
;:g(r;::lsll:lsmn of the Commission on the munufagu‘::etgf" lgetgt'
oL Sugar will also be laid before us.  We are also pleased
regulz{?ion :%Bl?s :?i?;lughlas 1'}15 dhesixl'?lbl}e that the fishery
v ¢h Columbia should be exami

:ezlsesd esgeass ito a.rli]apt them better to the‘requirt;rtrlxeetl‘ltaénodf
issueq wres ] !lllt ‘t)b%ctl"mvmce,a Commission has been

We are glad

ecting the Criminal Law, whi i
i ] , which was laid hefore us
%:;?&ns ! hnsfbe.en revised and improved, as a reaul?of ]{’}182
expre m?(ll] of views elicited by its presentation to Parlia-
thaty at:nll be submitted tous. We hear with interest
the' o 2t %ntl.on will also be directed to measures for
l'etnl‘na'sﬂ:l ution of seats consequent upon the Census
Titor s an(:l esﬁablxshment of the boundaries of the Ter-
aoss the amelgamation of the Departments of
o and Fisheries; and that
to us for the amendment of

of i
a.mtih:f?l?u relating to real prope

the C
Y 086 respecting the ﬁsheriegy i the Territories,
our Excellen i i

comme ney, having been graciously pleas
fop the““)lutblﬁmg important subjects, and all matiers ;%%ctt(:
o our bagt s :nlqterest_ which may be brought before us,
address owreay sideration, may feel assured that we will
ves to them with earnestness and assiduity.

shall receive our best consideration. |

to learn that the important measure res-

Bills will also_be pre-
ivil Service Aect, |

He said :—

Les traditions de cette honorable cham-
bre, les usages parlementaires m’imposent
le devoir d’apporter & l'appui de cette
motion quelques remarques que je forai
aussi courtes que possible. Ne pas fatiguer
son auditoire est bien ce que l'on peut
désirer de mieux quand on n’a pas la pré-
tention de le retenir captif sous le charme
de sa purole ou de l'intéresser vivement
parune expositionsavantedu sujet a traiter,
par une diction entrainante, par ces har-
diesses de pensée et d’expression qui déce-
lent l'orateur véritable et l'imposent i
'admiration de ceux qui I'écoutent. Si je
ne puis, et pour cause, provoquer cette
admiration, il m’est du moins permis, et
¢’est mon devoir, de réclamer votre bien-
veillance que je suis sfir.d'obtenir, si mon
humble discours, réalisant les promesses
de von exorde, ne franchit pas les limites
que lui trace ma prudence de vieillard.
Car, il ne faut pas se le dissimuler, je suis
arrivé & un ige ou le positivisme le plus
absolu chasse les illusions poétiques de la
jeunesse, o les fleurs aimées, mémo celles
du style, dixparaissent et sont remplacées
par les fruits mfirs de la pensée.

Vous n'avez donc¢ rien & craindre, je
n’abuserai pas de votre patience.

Si j’ai accepté I'honneur de vous adres-

ser la parole et de proposer la réponse &
I'adresse du Trone c’est que jai compté
non seulement sur votre bienveillance mais
sur ce calme esprit de justice dont tout
'atmosphére de cette enceinte est impré-
gné et qui est comme I'émanation des heu-
reuses qualités qui vous distinguent,
. Clest cet esprit do justice quis'est affirmé
{sans ambages quand I'honorable premier
' m’a gracieusement offert I'honneur de pro-
| poser la réponse & I'ndresse. J'appartiens
'3 une race actuellement en minorité dans
e pays, pays que nos péres ont conquis 3
la civilisation, que nos missionnaires ont
arrosé du plus pur de leur sang, que nous
avons longtemps dixputé & un ennemi tina-
lement victorieux et que nous partageons
aujourd’hui, en fréres, avec ceux qui unis-
sent leurs efforts aux nétres, pour que tous
nous contribuions, dans un commun et
patriotique eftort, 4 taire du Canada une
terre que bénissent ses enfants et qu'admi-
rent les étrangers,

Si ce n'est pas une loi écrite dans nos
statuts, elle est du moins consacrée par
I'usage ct gravée dayns le cceur de la popu-




