
moreover, believed that the middle of sum. the accounts of revenue and expenditure or
mer was not a proper period for terminating one year with another, and nothing shoul.
the year, ind if an earlher date was named be done which would render [Lat compariion
-before the opening of navigation--they impossible without them was very grave
should have tie fiscal year more in accord- necessity for it. le dîd not think such a
ance with the natural year of the country. neces3ity exîsted in [bis case. In [he United
The fiscal .year in England bad been States the Public Accounts were made
changed to; the 9th 'of April, and it was, up the Eame urne is they were
proposed in the United States to change iL in tus country, but Congres
in harmony with that view. The change mtt two months earlier than the Canadian
proposed in this hill would enable Parlia- Pa: liament. Re was not aware [bat there
ment to be catled together somewhat was any compiaint of inconvenience in [he
eartier. and tlie flouse could have later in- United States. -le did Lot see wby [he
formation re8pecting the public accounts present iscalyeaseould be x:ttedd with
than they could now submait [o Parliamient any inconvenience. Ilis chiot objection
ivhen it met early in February. t hoe chant and ore that should really

lion. Mr. WILMC) r saîd ho coul not con previ witi [lhe Govertiment, was the break.
cur in [the vîews of thie honorable Secretary ing iti on the con[înutty of thie accounts,
of Stato wî[h regard to this proposed change. which would render annual comparsons
Ife consîdered [bat havîng the fiscal year impossible for years atter ha chage was

necessity fol t. I iot thin suc aa st

osn n ee 3eth of June it enabled [e m tsa thsay that
flouse to get full returna of the tate o! [te Government d Asred to ronder compari
trade for the yotr, because it iieludied thîe ions impossible, but iL would e a most
epring and autumn importations. [fe efkcual way of deang i. tHe hoped die
tiouglit [bis was nci botter, and mucl honorable Secîwetary of Stato waild not press
more convenient [han [o have [he year close [he bil, but ith did he (r. Miepherson)
on the alste of March or [le 30th f April. itwud take [he sonse 0f the sLouee on it, by
Such a change would crtanh interfère moving tht the bico bo ot now rea, but
wîth the proper xaminatiton of [Po acconts tbat it ba read ibis day three montbs,
and comparison with the other financial. seconded by lion. Mr. Wilmiot.
years snce Confderation. lion. colr. BELLEtSE iail be was nat

lion. Mr. MACP fE RSON sad he was sur- opposeet o a change in ahr fiscal year, but
prised at the Goverment bringing [.is ho was not in f4vor of tho proposed change.
isicasure 80 sadenly before Parltament 1If i t was [o make thle ti--cîl year accord v i h
wîthout due notice, and he hoped they [e calendar year, li would support if, but
would not press it any further this session. he believed [le bill now proposor wai oh
I would e exceedngly inconvenient [o jectionable, an lie wu!. voto for [hq
change the fiscal year n [he manner pro amendmnt.
posed. Thy were at is moment engaged lon. Mr. 8 J ' sud under tlie systen
in votng the supplies for the n dxt financial proposod, tbre would ho tho four nonthsot
yoar, and whch, according o Ois bill, one year and eight onth f [ho other in
ontually began on the f 3rstday of Ah prisent l e fiscal ý oar, which was thoughît, by tle
rnon[h. This would bo an inconvenient and Finance Departîment, woul-i ha vLery mucti
objconable arrangement.. Unleas Paria better tha six months o! ach vear. here
ment met earlier [han had been usual, te was vry lit[le of tho business of tho country
public accounts, when brought down, would don anterior ta ho lirat nc M·y; th navi-
te for a financial year thn.t gatio was not open, and the only imports
liad expired ton month3 or more. that came in at an eariier period wore those
It wafs evident [h3 bill had not been ma- [bat came by rail. If honorable gentlemen
urely cnsidered. Itwa srongly opposed would looks utre trade and nvigation
in she other cha ber by gentlemen who return , tbey would find that [he creat bulk

were looked upon as higre authoritient l f the spring imports cama ta during the
sncb matters, and he ncittced At had not even month of May. One of the âtr3ngest rea-
been conaidered in [the Public Accounts sons gîven by [tie finance officiçlis f'or tho
Commît[ee. Hoe thoucht [hîs was too im- proposed chiange, hoivever, was the accounts
portant a change [o make withaut the due would have a mare chropel audit, as thy
conideraùan which it certainly had not re. would fot have [o be run [brough under
ceîved. If tho fiscal year was cbangod in pressure, in order to be ready for t e meet-
any wjiy whatever, iL would render compari îng f Pariament. il csuld net derango
son of the yearly accounts impossible for comparisons, the more fact of t akng two
yars [o come, whch, in bis opinion, wowuld months fro oue yer annl adng [hemp
be vermy unfortunate anfo ytscheevouse The another.
Country suld have the mtans to compare G lion. rmI t de accoutp are
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