- month.

The Finacial

moreover, believed that the middle of sum.
mer was not a proper period for terminating
. the year, and 1f an earlier date was named
—before thes opening of navigation—they
should have the fiscal year more in accord-
ance with the natural year ot the country.
‘I'ne fiscal .year 1n England had been
changed to; the 9th "of April, and 1t was
proposed 1n the Unpited States to change 1t
in harmony with that view. The change
proposed in this hill would enable Parlia-
ment to be called together somewhat
earlier, aud the House could have later in-
formation respecting the public accounts
than they could now submit to Parliament
when it met early in February.

Hon. Mr. WILMO! said he coull not con
cur 1n the views of the honorable Secretary
of State with regard to this proposed change.
Ie considered that having the fiscal year
close on the 30th of June 1t enabled the
fHiouse to get full returns of the state of
trade for the year, because 1t included the
epring and auatumn importations, He
thought this was much better, and much
more convenient than to have the year close
on the 51s$ of March or the 30th of April.
Such & change would certamly interfere
with the proper examination of the accounts
and comparison with the other financial
years since Confederation.

Hon, Mr. MACPHERSON said he was sur-
prised at the Government bringing this
measure so suadenly befors Parliament
without due notice, and he hoped they
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would not press it any further this session, :
‘jectionable, and he wculd vots for the
‘amendment,

It would be exceedingly inconvenient to
change the fiscal year in the manner pro-
posed, They were at this moment engaged
in voting the supplies for the next financial

year, and which, according to this bill,:

actually beganon the first day of the present !

otjectionable arrangement, Unless Parlia-
meat met earlier than had been ususl, the
public accourts, when brought down, would
te for a  financial year  that
had expired ten months or more.
[t was evident the bill had not been ma~
turely considered. It was strongly opposed
in the other chamber by gentlemen who
were looked upon as high authoritiesin
such matters, and he noticed it had not even
been considered in the Public Accounts
Commuttee. e thought this was too im-

This would be an inconvenient and

portant achange to make without the due .

consideration which 1t certainly had not re-
cetved, If the fiscal year was changed in
any way whatever, 1t would render compari-
son ol the yearly accounts impossible for
years to come, which, in his opinion, would
Le very unfortunate and mischievous. The
country should have the means to compare
61
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the accounts of revenue and expenditure of
one year with another, and nething ghould
be done which would render tLat comparizon
impossible withocut there was very grave
necessity for it. 1Ie did not think sucha
necessity existed mthis case. In the United
States the Puablic Accounts were made
up the same time =zs they were
in this ccuntry, but Congress
met two months earlier thun the Caradian
Pa:liament. He was not aware that there
was any complaint of inconvenience In the
United States. He did not sece why the
present fiscal yearshould be =ttended with
any inconvenience. Ilis chiet ohjeotion
to the change, and one that should really
prevail with the Government, was the break.
mg i on the coutinuuty of the accounts,
which would render annual comparisons
impossible for years atter the change was
made. [le would not go s0 far as to say that
the Government desired to render compari-
tons 1mpossible, but 1t would be a most
effeciual way of domg1t. e hoped the
honorable Secretary of State would not press
the bill, but it he did he (3r. Micpherson)
would take the sense of the Llouse on it, by
moving that the bill be not now read, bus
that it bz read this day three months,
seconded by Hon. Mr. Wilmot,

flon, Mr. BELLEROSE said Le was not
opposed to a change in the fiscal year, but
he was not in favor of the proposed change.
1f it was to make the fiscal year accord with
the calendar year, ho would sapport it, but
he believed the bill now proposed was ob

Hon. Mr. SCOI'l" said uander ths system
proposed, there would be the four monthsof
one year and eight months of the otherin
the fiscal year, which was thought. by the
Finance Department, would ba very much
better than six months of each year. 'I'here
was very little of the business of the country
done anterior to the firat of May ; thenavi.
gation was not open, and the only imyorts
that came in al an earlier period were those
that came by rail. If honorable gentlemen
would look at the trade and nivigation
returns, they would find that the great bulk
of the spring imports cama 1o during the
month of May. (One of the strongest rea-
sons given by the finance ofticials for the
proposed change, however, was the accounts
would have a more careful audit, as they
would not have to be ruan through uander
pressure, in order to be ready for the meet-
g of Parliament. It could not derange
comparisons, the mers fact ot taking two
months from one year and adding thom to
another.

Ilon. Mr. BROWXN -1t the account; are



