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Address. 11
terested in the line south of the bound-
ary, and forming a junction between the
Northern Pacific Railway and the Pem-
bina Branch, but owing to difficulties,
which we need not now discuss, it was
impossible to have that hiatus filled. I
believe I am safe in saying that by
Avugust next not only will the gap between
Pembina and Winnipeg be filled, but an all-
rail route will be opened up. The laying
down of rails between Winnipeg and Pem-
bina would have been of no advantage,
inasmuch as the River Company would
have controlled the traffic. It is quite ob-
vious that the company in possession of
the upper end of the river would have
convrol of the fifty or sixty miles north of
the line, and, therefore, no advantage
would have been secured by the construc-
tion of that portion. However, I am happy
to inform the House that we have in-
formation which is reliable that this gap
will be constructed, and before the month
of August next, the all-rail route will be
secured to Winnipeg. My hon. friend,
who has always taken a broad view of the

g | Indian question, concurs with the Gov-

ernment in the mode of settling Indian
claims. It was impossible, after com-
mencing to settle with the Indians west
of Manitoba, not to continue the ar-
rangement with them up to the
Rocky Mountains. It was impossible,
even in the consiruction of the telegraph
line, to obtain the right of way without
promising to make treaties with them, It
was impossible to go in there with any
hope of peaceable settlement without deal-
ing with them in the same way as with
the Indians in the eastern part of the
country. The policy, not only of this
Government, but of preceding ones, has
been one of great liberality in dealing with
the Indians, and we know that the cost of
securing territory from them in that way
has been much less than the less merciful
policy of the United States. I do not
agree with my hon, friend that the cause
of the failure of the United States to
secure peaceable possession of the Indian
lands is that they have a smaller unoccu-
pied territory. I attribute it rather to
their inability to prevent white men from
trespassing on the Indian reserves. The
difficulties with the Sioux are due to the
attraction which the gold in the Black
Hills has offered to the whites, and
wherever such attractions have existed, it



