September 10, 1973

COMMONS DEBATES

6409

Mr. McCain: I grant you, Mr. Speaker, there is an
element of food shortage on a worldwide basis; there is no
question of that. But it has been precipitated by Canada’s
participation in an idiotic food policy and perhaps that of
other countries in the western hemisphere. But the gov-
ernment of this or any other country is supposed to be
capable of analysing internal problems and predicting the
outcome of its policies.

A casual glance at the graphs of this country indicate
that there was a meeting of the ways wherein the food
supply would not meet consumer requirements. This has
been shaping itself for the biggest part of the last ten
years under Liberal management of the economy in the
food world. It came to the point where we had a Food
Prices Review Board. These two parties, which undoubt-
edly will again vote together tonight, began to embark
upon a witch-hunt to find out whose fault it was. Was the
food shortage the fault of the producers, the processors,
the wholesalers or the retailers?

Statistics were placed before the food prices committee
which showed that agriculture was a poor economic oppor-
tunity, that processing was less than average in its profit
picture in Canada, and that wholesaling and retailing had
the small end of the profit margin in regard to dollars
turned over and capital invested. So you might say that
from the sod to the cellophane, agriculture was a very poor
place in which to invest money. In a vain effort to lay the
blame anywhere but on itself, the committee embarked
upon a witch-hunt led by the Liberals and the NDP. I
submit that in the agricultural policy that this govern-
ment has followed, the witches are on the opposite side.
They ran a collision course with reality, and as a result the
consumer has paid in an undue and unnecessary fashion.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Laniel): Order, please.
[ Tra.:slation]
Mr. Matte: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Lianiel): The hon. member for
Champlain on a point of order.

Mr. Matte: Mr. Speaker, without reflecting on your
sense of justice and fairness, and in all deference to the
Chair, I wish to point out that it had been mentioned to
Your Honour at the beginning of the afternoon that three
or four members of our party wanted to speak in this
debate, but unfortunately only our party leader has been
recognized. -

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Laniel): Order, please. I very
well understand the point raised by the hon. member. If he
will look at the representation of the various parties, he
will realize that the Chair—not necessarily I, but also
those who chaired the sitting today—has tried to be fair
and to balance things. At any rate, the Chair tries in
general in each debate to allocate in all fairness the time
allotted to hon. members. :

Order, please. It being 9.45 o’clock, it is my duty, pursu-
ant to Standing Order 58(9), to interrupt the proceedings

and to put forthwith every question necessary to dispose
of the motion before the House.

[ English]
All those in favour of the motion will please say yea.

Cost of Living

Some hon. Members: Yea.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Laniel): All those opposed

will please say nay.

Some hon. Members: Nay.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Laniel): In my opinion the

yeas have it.

And more than five members having risen:

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Lianiel): Call in the members.
The House divided on the motion (Mr. Stanfield) which

was negatived on the following division:
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