MARCH 31, 1960

in connection with building the trans-Canada
highway under the present agreement. We
have a considerable discrepancy in the num-
ber of miles to be built by the various prov-
inces. For example, the population of New-
foundland is 32 per cent of the population
of the other three Atlantic provinces but
Newfoundland is obliged to build 72 per cent
of the total mileage in the other three prov-
inces. If we consider the four Atlantic prov-
inces combined, Newfoundland has 24 per
cent of the total population of the Atlantic
provinces but is obliged to build 42 per cent
of the total mileage. We might also compare
the number of miles per 10,000 of population.
Last year when this act was amended I put
on Hansard a table showing the number of
miles per 10,000 of population in each of the
provinces. I have now revised this table and
I am going to read it rather than to have
it put on Hansard as it is. I have taken my
population figures from the dominion bureau
of statistics figures of February 10, 1960 and
the mileages from table 1 of the trans-Canada
report for the year ended March 31, 1959.
It shows that in the province of Alberta
the number of miles per 10,000 of population
is 2.2—maybe I should point out first that the
national average is 2.9 per 10,000 population
—Ontario, 2.4. It will be noted that both these
provinces are below the national average.
The number of miles per 10,000 of population
are as follows:
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No. of miles per 10,000

Province of population
ATbertals . 1 e e e 2.2
OMATID' . ol d st s o T T, 24
MANTEODA! o lghites 1o bl ok bR a0 Sadele 35
British (Columbia 5.0 otk svnits van 3.6
HOVA L Scatln S0 T et e et 43
SaskateheWwan'- ... ¢ o o UNE . 45
NS Brh sV el s o R Tk o 6.5
Prince Edward Island ........... 6.9
iNewfonndland’ -l ol S ity 12.2

Newfoundland has 12.2 miles per 10,000 of
population, a figure which is not quite but
almost twice as great as that of any of the
other nine provinces of Canada.

It is also interesting to compare the per-
centage of miles in a province with the total
mileage, and the percentage of the population
of a province with the total population. For
example, British Columbia has approximately
13 per cent of the total population of the
nine provinces included in this agreement and
has roughly 13 per cent of the mileage to
construct; Alberta has about 10 per cent of
the total population and only 6 per cent of
the mileage; Saskatchewan has 7 per cent
of the population and 9 per cent of the mile-
age; Manitoba has 7 per cent of the popula-
tion and 7 per cent of the mileage; Ontario,
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a province which is probably able to pay
better than any other province in Canada
has 48 per cent of the population but builds
only 33 per cent of the mileage of the trans-
Canada highway; New Brunswick with less
than 5 per cent of the total population builds
9 per cent of the highway; Nova Scotia has
6 per cent of the population and builds 7
per cent of the mileage; Prince Edward Island
has 0.82 per cent of the total population and
builds 1.64 per cent of the mileage; New-
foundland has 3.6 per cent of total population
but must build 12.8 per cent of the mileage.
These figures show—

Mr. Pickersgill: Would the hon. member
mind repeating the comparison between New-
foundland and British Columbia?

Mr. Batten: British Columbia has about 13
per cent of the population and about 13 per
cent of the mileage—the actual figures are
12.72 per cent and 13.13 per cent—Newfound-
land has 3.6 per cent of the population and
12.8 per cent of the mileage. It is interest-
ing to note that the percentage of the mileage
in Newfoundland is almost equal to that of
British Columbia, yet the population of New-
foundland is a little more than a third of
the population of British Columbia.

Mr. Walker: Have the percentages changed
much since the Liberals passed the bill in
its present form?

Mr. Batiten: Of course not. The hon. gentle-
man knows very well that these percentages
are arrived at on the basis of the population
and mileage in each province. There has
been a slight change in the population over
the last few years—it has increased in most
provinces—but the mileage has remained
fairly constant. The only change would be a
slight reduction in the number of miles per
ten thousand of the population, but no sig-
nificant change.

Various schemes have, of course, been dis-
cussed with the object of providing a better
deal for some of the provinces. One sugges-
tion which has been made is that the federal
government should have built and maintained
the whole of the highway. Another sugges-
tion, made by my own leader, is that in the
maritimes the federal government should pay
90 per cent of the cost. A further suggestion
from another hon. member of this house is
that the federal government should pay 75
per cent of the cost.

Of the various schemes which might be
put forward, one, for example, could be
based on mileage per ten thousand of the
population. The average mileage per ten
thousand of the population in Canada is 2.9,
and it might be possible to base an agree-
ment on this figure. Fifty per cent of the



