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I saici, 'Certainly I wiil do so.' Accord-
ingly I promplily notified the agent to that
effeet, t.hat my hion. friend was in favour
of the purchase. The next day he came
to me and said, 'Why, the head of that
,ooncern is a canfounded Grit named Mc-
,Gregor, during the election he placarded
lhis shop ail over with appeals to his men
to vote agaînst me, and ail that sort of
thing.' I said' It makes no difference il
the head of the firmn i a Grit, the corn-
pany is largely Conservative, and the
bnen are always intelligent enough to
'vote Conservative. Th.en he asked me
wliy P didn't get sorne other machine, and
lie menti-oned two or tbree others with
'ageneies in Walkerviiie that I had neyer
heard of before. He said, 'It 'wouid be
Lfar better for me if vou would cancel the
order and put it with some other concern.'
1 need noV go any f urther.

Mr. MACDONALD. Did the hon, gen-
tleman desire the purchase to be put up
to tender?
.Mr. HUGHES (Victoria). You cannot

Iget tenders for automobiles. He neyer
hsked me to invite tenders. I found then
that my hon. friend misunderatood Vhe
situation entirely, lie Vhought his was the
only concern, in Canada that *wa.s making
ùutornobiles, and that I should have got
-thern frorn lis riding. I thouglit 1 was
doing the hon, gentleman a kindness in
ùiving hirn the information. I have given
Ilium the f acts of the case. and from that
tirne to this I have had nothing more Vo
do with it. 1 will only add that wlien I
found lie was dissatisfied I told hlmn one
day what I thoughit about it, and I think
hie understood my position pretty well.
Froma this very concern, wheýn we Vried to
geV thei down we got a notification that
if we ordered 100 machines Vhey"would flot
be eold for one cent less than we are giv-
ing for these machines. I do net know
whether Mr. MeGregor is a Grit or not,
and I do noV care. But I do know -that
the workingmen in any establishment in
Canada would be Jargely ConservaVive.
There are the facts of the case, and they
cannot be contradicted.

Mr. WILCOX. The question, is whether
the minister bas taken the pro.per course.
If hie lias, and if the price was. in excess
elf the value of these machines, as I lie-
lieve iA was, then iV is an improper ex-
penditure; if not, then it is a preper ex-
pen-diture. I bave al-waye liad a bi.gl
regard for the Minister of Militia and
Defence. I dislike Vo offer any criticism
osf bis officiai conduet, but I want to say
to birn that lie is the onfly minister of the
Crown that does not consuit-me uuon mat-
ters, pertaining to my constituency. I saw
in one of the Canadian newspapers an item
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iast year taken I think fromn one of the
Englisdî papers which seemed to set forth
one of the weaknesses of my hon. friend.
The paper said that during the corona-
tion proceedings in England hie was invit-
ed to a plae -upon the piatformi with
King George, and immediately lie stepped
upon the platformn he spread ail over it
and there was not roorn on it for the
King. Now I want to say Vo hlmi that lie
is net going to spread ail over North
Essex on matters whidh affect the people
of that constituency, which they have t(>
pay for, without letting me know some-
thing about lit. Il lie does net consult me
I wiil consult him on the floor -of parlia-
ment.

Mr. MACDONALD. Would the minister
tell me out of what vote lie lias purohased
these automobilesP

Mr. HUGHES (Victoria). Ont of the
stores vote.

Mr. MACDONALD. Was there a balance
of lasV year in existence?

Mr. HUGHES (Victoria). They are al
paid fer, and are to be delivered at vari-
ous points ail over Canada.

Mr. MACDONALD. Who was the person
to whorn the order was given, spoken of
by the lion. member for Northi Essex (Mr.
Wilcox) P

Mr. HUGHES (Victoria). I think they
are delivered through an agent in Toronto.
1 have driven a Ford automobile, ancl
know what it is. I arn surprised at the
line of action my hon. friend lias taken.
I did net know what lie meant wlien lie
said' iV wouid lie mucli more to lis ad-
vantage if I bouglit fremn a.nother concern.

,Mr. MACDONALD. Haci the member for
Northi Essex cailed tlie attention of thle'
minister to what lie lias stated tc> the cern-
mittee to-niglit, that these automobiles
were purchased at a cost of almost $100 a
pliece more than the price lie indicated
tliey could lie purchased toi?

Mir. HUGHES (Victoria). The hon, gen-
tleman lias given all the figures in tlie list,
sliowing at 'what price they were purcliased.

Mr. MACDONALD. The hon. minister
said that lie had gone 'turougli tlie poeie
list, and bis opinion was that tlie price
was $100 more than wîat they could have
been purchased at.

Mr. WILCOX. Mu. McGregor, Vhe pres-
ident, sent me the previous list, and upon
tliat list not one of those items appeared
as extras whichlile states in hie com-
munication were extras. Therefore, I
spoke of these items as belenging to tIe
machine?


