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The PRIME MINISTER. Go on.
Mr. BENNETT. 'I wish to say a few

word s--
Mr. FOSTER. I gave way to the member

fer Halifax and the Solicitor GeneraL I
have two or three words to say, although the
discussion has taken a wide range, and It
would almost appear as If there was no-
thing more to be said on the question. The
first point to which ,1 wish to call the atten-
tion of the House and the country is the
divergence of sentiment and opinion be-
tween the members of the Goverunment
themselves. I think that has been most
marked. I want to ask the Solicitor Gen-
eral now, after the events of the last bour
or two have transpired, if he ls prepared to
rise and reiterate his pledge t the House
that they are taking into consideration the
remedying of what we considfr to be a
grievance, that gentlemen who lu Nova
Scotia now have the Dominion franchise
will. If this Act Is passed, on the prineiple
on which the Prime Minister d aclared it
inust be passed, be dlsfranchised-if he wIll
stand up now and say he has under con-
sideration a measure for giving tzhose gen-
tlemen their votes. W411 the bon. gentle-
inan answer me that question ?

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. What I un-
derstood from the Minister of Finance was
that some such measure was in conte'mpla-
tion.

Mr. FOSTER. I have no doubt it was in
contemplation, and no doubt until the First
Minister placed himself directly ln the face
of two responsIble colleagues, one of whom
has charge of the Bill, It was contemplated
ln good faith that such a measure ehould be
carried ont. Will it be carrled out now ?
Will the Solleitor General be as brave as his
words were two or three hours ago?

Tbe SOLICITOR GENERAL. 1 do not go
back on my words.

Mr. FOSTER. I belleve the hon. Solleltor

hon. gentleman so far as citizenshlp is con-
ceraed.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. So far as
regards Quebec there Is no disqualification
which does fnot exist under the Franchise
Act.

Mr. FOSTER. I will come to that by-and-
by.

The SODICITOR GENERAL. You are at
it now.

Mr. FOSTER. I wll reach 4t before I
sit now; but I want to carry out my
theory. The Soliettor General will not deny
that my general assertion was correct, that
there are probably thousands of gentlemen
of high intelligence and standing In the
communIty to-da have the right to vote for
their friends and exercIse the right of eit-
Izenship in giving that vote ln the different
provinces of this Dominion; who, If the
theory of the Prime Mînister Is carried out,
wll from the moment this Bill becomes law
be deprived of that right of franchise. Am
I right or wrong ln that ? There Is no gen-
tleman In this House who wIllI deny that
assertion. In the explanations the Govern-
ment have attached to their own BiH, there
is a list of disquallications greater than you
can ûnd In any FranchIse Act In any other
Anglo-Saxon country.

Mr. FLINT. They are not disqualified to
vote for members of the Dominion Parlia-
ment.

Mr. FOSTER. So y hon. frIend says,
but what are we attempting to pass hl this
House. We are attemptIng to pass a Do-
minion Franchise Act to settle who shall be
eligible to vote for Dominion representa-
tives, and the lIst that is printed here is to
inform us who, as far as tte provincial lists
ntow go, a-e dlsquallfied from going upon
these lists. Am I right' or wrong in that ?
The Prime Minister says that there shall not
be a cross over a " T " or a dot over an "1"
different from the local voters' lsts.

General wanted to do what was honeet and
right. I want, however, to put to the leader Mr- RUSSELL. 1 Suppose the bon. gen-
of the House this simple question : What tieman (Mr, Foster)
right has he to take away from tentlemen,
just as well educated as himself, Just as Russell) want te make another Itie speedi?
good in every respect as himself, a fran-
chise whIch they have enjoyed and hold as Mr. RUSSELL. No; only te ask a littie
one of the most preclous rights of citizen- question.
ship ? The hon. gentleman, simply to carry Mr POSTER. A littie question of hait
out a fantastie theory, w'hich my hon. frieud an heur long.
(Mr. McInerney) showed a moment ag
bas no reason lu the constitutIon and Is Mr. RUSSELL.No, not long nt ail, and
doubttul on the question of polney, presumed I feel confident that my frIend (Mr.
to say that, ln order te carry out that pe- Fogter) witb Us long parliamentary experi-
dantle and fantastle fancy or theory, whlchehne and great abliity will fot be sa sensi-
has no foundation in the constitution, he wlltIve as the gentleman behlnd hlm (Mr. Me-
ruthlesslytake away the right of the fran- Inerney) wltb regard to my azklng hlm a
chise from one thousand men In Nova Scotia question. 1 want te knowIf there le any-
and two or three thousand lu Quebec and iiinthlng Inthe law ai Nova Seotia as it sands,
other provinces of the Dominion, any one of 1 ! hleh pr2 vents Dominlon offciais trom
whom le lni every reqect as fRee as le tuebelng put upon the ltsh? Te point the
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