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We 3o dack to the Durham report for the assistange 1% afforded
us in mchieving responsible governient und becuuse of that agsistance, I
puppese, we must not be too critical about nany of the other things we
find in thet report. :

It has been sald thet our Constitutien is made up iz part ef
ptetutes and in part of Conventious, orested Yy precedents. We got our
present 1omm of govermment from and threugh the precedent erested in 1848
which recognized in the Oenadian people theiw birth-right ef freedom axnd
pesponsibility. Oe-operution of the two races in the honourable tack ef
self-governuent neoessarily rollewed. :

A fow years later, the Duke of Rewoastla, as Beoretary of State
for Colonlal Affairs, attempted t® lecture the Canadiaa Goveruient and the
Canacian Legiclature on the wisdom of certain protective duties imposed by
a Canadian Statube.

Sir Robert Boruen, im his "Cancda sad the Cemnmonwerlth®, speaks
of the reply maus to this dispatch in the fellewing terns:

"Courtoeusly bub very fimly, the Canadian Minictry deaied
responsibility except to the Provineial Parliament alene by whose
confidence they administered the affuire eof the country"™.

The report constitutes & landmark im eenstitutienal kistery. Its most
femous sentence affirmed a position that remainod unokiallenged.

"Self-gevermuent would be utterly ammikilated if the vieus
of the lmperial Goveruient were to be preferred to those ef the
people of Canada. It is therefore the duty of the presemt Gevern-
ueny distinetly to affirm the risht of the Cancdiup Legislaturs te
adjust the taxution of the people in the wey they deem best, even
irf 1% should wfertunstely huppen to meet the disappreval of the
Impericl Ministry."

Self-govermient in domestic affsirs naturelly brought abous
-self-govermment and self-determination with respesct te our relations
with other states and other powers.

' Becuuse of our history, our geogruphy, our olimate, the kind
of ncturel resources ef eur country, our develepment as a people and

‘the development of our ecemuiy, we have had te take owr plece in the
family of nutions and twe world wers in our ewn geuerution have oonolusivee
ly showm that when the werld is at war, we are incvitcbly involved sand

bave to tuke & costly and importunt part in the winuing of victory fer

‘the netions which, 1ike ourseives, believe in frccdom cnd in demoeritio
‘lnstitutiovis,

It 18 not stran.e, therefore thet when, evem before the end ' 4
the last wer, the cull went out for e conference te tbteppt Lo ret o a
‘demoerutic union of the freedom-loving peopie, we chese to be prose
ind beoume one of the United Nutions,

Not only did e look upon the Chagrter propeged at Bap
Frincisco &s & solemn trezty remouncing war as en instrument for the
‘Settlenent of internetional digputes, bub we hoped it weuld beocems e
19oracr-stone of the extension of demoorstio pre¢ecses im the demain o2
Anternationnl affcirs.
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