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Lega nds t&;àmam
documents

LEGAL authoritles are
co.abhag a stack of documsents
incdudlug valuable Customs
records on gold exports ite
the United States, orlginatmg
from Guyana. But sources say
the bllon-doilar scs. probe
is far ftrm Over.

"There is enough basis to
lauach a (fiirther) investigation
with a view to prosecution,7
sources said yesterday, but
cautioncd that the inquiry
remnains -at the stage of
discovery" and will likely talce
a long time.

Senior Finance Minister,
Mr Bharrat Jagdeo told reporters
Friday that UJnited States
Ambassador, Mr David Hobbs
Thursday afiernoon submitied
"a huge pile of documents'* to
him.

The sonne 200 papers
covering several years.
including recently, were passed
over to the Director of Public
Prosecutions. Mr Ian Chang for
scrutiny.

Sources said the Customs'
records firom various American
ports of entry are being sifted to
determine which offer evidence

probe.
It is a selective process, a

source declared.
Uncovering this paper trail

could Iead to persons beîng
charged with-, Customs
violations.

However sources poinied
out that some investigative
muscle wjll be first needed to do
this. with the supporting
involvement of the Giuvana
Gold Board. the C;oî and
Excise Departmeini and ilie
Immigration authoiie>~

-There arce nouLlh 2rounds
for such a (îull-scalc>
investigation" a source argued.
but pointed to the complexities
of the case entailing identif'yîng£
and establisbing linkages arnong
courier. suefflier and financier
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