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about to take place he exercises this ohriooity to the

fullest-extent. The conversation with his mother |

« was the result of a color lesson which had just been

given to his class in school. The wheel was for the-

purpose of showing tints and shades of color. The
novelty of the device attracted Philip’s attention.
The color delighted his eye. He had not been unob-
servant of color as seen in the sky, the flowers, his
mother’s dress, aud thus there was that essential con-
dition of some similar past experience to attract and
interpret the mew. The conditions for receiving
knowledge seemed to be all right oo Philip’s side.
How was it with the presentation?

In the first place the device was too complex, hav-
ing & tendency to draw the attention of the pu pil to
itself, rather than to what it illustrated. Seeing the
« wheel go round” was more impressive than the
cgor. The point of the lesson was not referred to,
in the account Philip gave his mother. Then the
teacher undertook toe much, as several colors with
their tints and shades were presented in the short
space of twenty minutes. .There was no individual
questioning, and as is usunal in concert recitation, a
few of the older and brighter pupils *‘led off,” and
others chimed in for the pleasure of shouting. If an
idea was evolved from the presentation it did not
enter the mind with sufficient force to stay there, and
the result was that Philip, and doubtless many others,
even in putting forth their best effort, failed to gain
a new item of knowledge. Now the failure to acquire
knowledge is not the most deplorable result of such
teaching as has been described. It does not take
long to blunt and_dall the mind, to render it unre-
‘ceptive. The failure to test the pupil’s interpretation
of the matter presented often results in misinterpre-
tation or lack of definite knowledge and, of course,
lack of definite thought. =
_ Not only does this kind of training make intellec-
_tual growth impossible, but it is positively pernicious
in its effect upon moral development. Mental and
moral developmentare inseparable. To think clearly
and definitely requires the power to discriminate.

With a lack of discriminating power there can be no-
sharp decisions between right and wrong. Hence
the kind of training described above tend to the
formation of a weak vacillating character. ‘Just now.

there is much said of the teaching of ethics in ‘the
“schools. ‘The necessity of adding it to the curriculam

would be greatly lessened if teachers realized how. '

much mworality there is in clear and definite thinking,
and adapted their methods to securing this end,
To do this they must study the child and continue
the good work nature begins, instead of thwarting
jt.—N. Y. School Journal. :
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