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Civic Responsibility
By HARRY BRAGG.

The subject of 'Municipality Responsibility', was discussed
ini the previous special issue of the Journal, and an endeav-
or was made to point out the responsibilîity of eacb indi-
vidual municipality to the welfare of its sister munîci-
Pallties-and, indeeed to the whole Dominion, and the Em-
pire,

As conditions are rnuch more serious to-day than they
then were, any ideas leading to the Ietterment flot of
Canadîan conditions only, but to those of the whole world,
are worth discussion.

0f course, it muet be admitted that the responsibility
of municipal activities along the best Uines rests with the
C'ouncils. And as the Councils are elected by the people,
this ls correct and just. The Council, und er our elective
system, is actually representative of the people, both of
the voters who have <'ast their 'votes for the'm, and those
Wvýho have neglected their duty by not voting at ail. For,
Unfortunately, there is a large number of citizens, wbo for
some reason or excuse, sbirk ýtheir duty. and do nlot take
the trouble-te vote. They deserve to be despised, for they
are slackers and shirkers. But they deserve more than
the contempt of their fellows; they sbould be punlshed
b)v disfranchisement or fine, or both. Why should a citi-
zen be penalized for shlrking his duty as a juryman, wben
he can get away from is duty as a voter, wltbout pun-'
lsh1ment?,

The result of this civic apathy Is that, in seine cases,
the personel of the Council does flot corne up to the stand-
ard of the critical citizens or the press, and the Council ls
villfied, the most severe, criticis beinig those who did flot
vote.

To-day, with conditions as serîous as they are-with
the threat of a world famine before us, and the almostcer-
tainty- of a greatly prolonged war, It is Incumbent upon
everyoue, both Counicl and private citizen, to co-operate to
the fullest extent, for the general welfare of ail mankInd.

The Councils can, of course, do much. But the individual
Citizen must not shift bis own personai responsibllity on
the Council. He must not only support tbem ioyally In ev-
ery measure of conservation and production, he muet get
out and do "bis bit" bimself.

A&nd lu this way, he can flot only back his own Council,
itut rally to the support of th~e Federal Government in ail,

tewar measures whlch seem necessary to those who are
far better posted than the man in the street.

The Conservation of Food can be ordered by the Go0v-
erient and urged by the Council; but it la the individuai
Man who can malte this really effective or not.

The use of substitutes for, meat and wheat-whlch are as
flecessary as the production of ammunition-can only be
ireally macle succesaful by the action (if the individual.
Anfd bie can malte this more drastie tban any Government
Would wlsh te order.

"Clvic Responsibility" does not mean simply that 0f the
Counicl. It implies that each loyal citizen shall malte bis
OWn conscience the real power that wlll show what is the
tbe9t he eau do for humanity in this awful criais. No mani
can feel blmaelf clear of guilt, unleHs lie can say to hlmi-
k41f, '«I have done what 1 could."

Pvery citizen should do bis utmost to back up the au-
thorities, and to co.-operate wlth thiei to tire fullest ex-
tent lu ail the orders and sulggeations that may be issued
bY tbem,

The formations of Citizen'H Associations or Committees
idesirable; but their aim sbouid be-not to criticise, but
tsupport the Councll, and wprlt harzuonlously wltb it to-

Wards carrylng out the emergency measurea rendepred

How many will read the following verse, by Kenneth
Goesbeclj in "Life,' and then solernnly repeat it, with
a fu11 conscîousness of the binding Import cf its meaning?
If every citizen would do se, the food shortage would vanish.

"DearGod in heaven, in whom I trust,
Tomn the food in my throat to dust,
If I miss one chance wbich may corne t0 me
To bring them borne witb victory."

As Parker, the drarnatist, puts il !in bis Christmas verse%
to tie Boys in the Trenches:

"The less we eat
The sooner you'll march dlown our street.
11, God's name, what are eggs and tea
Cornpared with final victory?"

WOODEN SHIPBUILDING.-
The ImPerial Munitions Board lias announced tbat no

further orders for wooden ships of steam propulsion will
be contracted for in British Columbia. The reason an-
nounced is that-the British Admiralty has refused te con-
voy these ships through the war zonewhich on account
of their 10w speed renders them somewhat difficuit to
protect from enemny subrnarines. Another reason whkeh
migbt be mentionied flltbough nlot stated by the Board le
that 0ftheir excessive costs wben constructed in British
Columbia yards under the present systemn of cost and pro-
fit. Notwithstanding the tremnendous demand for tonnage
tQ be used for war purposes the ýplace of the wooden ship
in this service bias been steadily loslng caste. Not ouly are
tbey no chieaper to bulld than steel shlps, but by reason of
the necessitated slower speed their efficlency for this work
is greatly reduced. The Unilted States G.overnment bas
recently announced that no further orders for wooden
shipa of les$ than 5,000 tons dead weight capacity, wll be
bult In American yards and as tie goes on it would ap-
pear that these orders wilI be further curtaled.

The place of the wooden ship bowever Is nlot now In war
work but In neutral or peace trade and the demand for these
ships although flot actually serving a war purpose is only
less necessarY in carrying on the trade of the world..

The shipyardls of British Columbia wil soon net have a
wooden shlp in course of construction unîess somnethlng la
dunre and done promptly. We believe that the character
of ships that shOuld be built-and the need le excessive-
is on the order of the ships constructed under the British
Columbia Shlpbuildlng Act, of which twelve were bult and
ail are now operatlng in the deep-sea trade. Tjiese shlpsý
were sailing qlhips wlth Diesel engine auxiliary power.
These boarts bave been in, Profitable employmient since, the
dlay they were Puit in commission and there is room in the
trade for whicb they are Suited for bundreds of ships of
like character. Their 10w cost of construction and the
hlgh charter rates wbich they obtain should operate as a
strong attraction to private interests to engage in the
building and operatiOii Of this class of vessel. Many of
these vessels Pay for thl'eeeles in their first year of oper-
ation andi anme have Pald for tbemselves with onle return
voyage. In the face of such reasonably assuredi profits we
cannot underand why Private Interesta- do rlot uudertake
this worlt. We thlnk that financiai initerests in Vancouver
and Victoria, could safely enga'e in ihis work to their own
Profit and ta the benefit of the wvooden slpbuildlng indus-
try. [n onle case a shlpyardj on Burrard Iliet wben it
learned that no further or'ders Wuuld be placed by the lin-
perl Munitions Board bas unidertaken to bulld seven
shlps for its own atcco)unt. Not aIl the shipyards of the
province have the finaniclal abllity to build shiioa for its
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