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The Unemployed

On July 20th, a special meeting of the Union of
Canadilan Munieipalities will be held at Niagara
Falls to consider municipal problemes that have anis-
ext through thxe war; the principal one being that o!
unemiployment, which is 110w having a eerioue effeet
on the progreee of our cities. Last month, as a conee-
quence of a meeting of Mayore at Ottawa, who
presented a memlorial to the Government urging
that a commission be appointed, we gave an analysie
of the situation as we underetood it. We have since
been given to understand that the Goverument ie de-
sirous of knowing the exart nuinher of unemployed
in the cities, with their claesification, for it appears
that the statistice of unemployed at the Department
o! Labor-showing approximately 57,000 - do not
corroborate thxe figures of the municipal delegation,
whichi claimied over 33,000' in the prairie provinces
alonie. llow the Departmlent o! Lalor gathere its
statietice we do not know, but if 57,000 represent all
the limemployed iu Canada, sometb ng muet be
wrong, as the figures we have in thie office-as the
resuit of inquiries sent out in November lat by the
U1. C. M.-appear to ehow that thxe departmnent le
very mucli out o! it. In thirty cities over 100,000

-at niif nir t.b.pii qnd the inumber hae increas-

that the municipalities now have to bear, îe largely
because of thie ehiftin of responsibility. This must
be ended, for there ie a grave responsibilîty on each
of the three groupe of authorities concerned, and
they muet limmediately corne together and apportion
the buirden. Not even the North Amierica Act is go-
ing to save cithier the Federal or proviial ,goýverii-
mnente fromn the moral responibiity of their ehare li
taking eare of the tene of thousande now walking the
streete, have nothing to do.

The unemployed problemn iu Canada je a serious
one, and must bc handled without glovee if a solu-
tion le to be attalned. The municipalitiee, without
being the cause, bear the effecte of it. Part only of
the reeponeibility je theirs, which they have iiot oZily
taken up, have also liad to carry that of the provin-
cial and federal authorities. Systemiatization and
concord would miakçe eachi of these ehares a compar-
atively Ilglit one and attain permnanent advantages.
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