
THE LIBRARY.

The Editor of TiiE VARSIrv has kindly asked me t o
explain in these columns the purpose of the book shelves
just erected in the reading room of the Library building.
It is a very general custom in public! libraries and
especially in college libraries to place a certain number of
reference books immediately at the disposition of readers.
The advantages of such a practice are obvious. Without
the trouble of hunting up titles in a catalogue or bibîjo-
graphy, and the delay of obtaining the volume desired
tbrough a clerk at the delivery desk, readers are enabled
ta conisult an assortment of books already carefully selected
as the best or most suitable to their supposed n 'eeds.

The only matters then open to discussion are, first,
the dimensions ta which such a selected reference library
may extend, and seconcO'-, the principle of selection.
Perhaps, in theory, the greaLer the quantity of books thus
made directly accessible to readers the better ; but the
numbher of volumes is limited by the space available for
shielving, whiich shall be conveniently accessible ta ail
readers, and aiso by the expense of service involved. Cal-
culations of cubic feet and of dollars and cents must,
therefore, ultimately settie the question of quantity. A
more difficuit problemi is that of 'determining the lines on
which a selection should be made. A sound working
basis, 1 tal<e it, is ta aim at meeting the require.
mnents of the averagý rather than those of the
exceptional reader. Recondite subjects need flot he
represented at ahl, nor the minutioe of any subject. In .our
own library the specializing student is admitted ta the
stack-roomn on the recommendation of bis professor, 50 that
the collection of books in the reading room has no interest
for him in relation ta bis special line of work. But when the
ordinary subjects of general interest and the best books or
those most suitable ta the ordinary reader on each subject
have beeni selected the abject of the reference collection
bas not been entirely attained. Sa far, the taste and thirst
for knowledge of the ordinary reader have alone received
attention, But in a university library there are, in a sense,
no ordinary readers. AIl are exceptional, ail are special-.
ists more or less. Is it possible ta recognize and provide
for the range of their interests as exceptional no less than
as ordinary readers? Perhaps it is. Fortunately, univer-
sity students are flot as a ruhe specialists in individual
isolation, but in groups. An atternpt may at any rate be
made ta satisfy the needs of the average student of each

-peilz group, in order ta iîncrease the usefulness of

readers-the volumes may flot be taken from the reading
roam. To do so would be ta appropriate to the use of a
single individual what is intended for ail. Under speciah
circunistances, of. course, this principle hiay be violated-
atld a volume miay be withdrawn from the reference col-
lection and lent, but as a general rule the books placed in
the reading room must be such as are not likely ta be
required for home study.

H. H. LANGTON,

PROF. WRONG'S LECTURE.

Yesterday afternoon Prof. Wrong delivered a lecture
on IlWhat the Historian Should and Should flot Attempt"
before a large and appreciative audience.

After describing the rise of the modern historical
school hie praceeded ta discuss what the historian should
and should nat attempt. He defined the historîan*s duty
as that of haying bare the truth about events, and painted
out the difficulties in tbe way of discovering the truth.
The histerian is dependent uipon documents. First of
ail it is bard ta find ail the documents, widely scattered as
they are, and when found their author~ ust be deter-
mined and theracrytsed A whale science of
criticism is involved in this. Unlike the investigatar in
the field of physical science the. historian bas material
often deliberately untruthful. The garbage of a court
scandal i has ta work tbrough. Above ail the inaccuracy
and incampetence of bis witnesses make hîs patb difficult.
Prof. Wrong quoted an amnazing account of the
city of Adelaicle written by Mr. Fraude from personal
observation. Mr. Fraude describes Adelaide as in a
valley through whicb a river fiows, and as baving i50,oo0
well-fed inhabitants. In fact Adelaide is not in a valley,
tbere is fia river, and there were only 75,000 people, some
of whom were haîf starving wben Mr. Fraude was there.
Thje historian, he explained, bas enough ta do ta learn the
truth from bis erring witnesses without undertaking any-
tbing else. He mnust flot therefore attempt ta interpret
tbe designs of Providence regarding man, or ta champion
tbe history of any favored race, or ta teach patriotism, or
to became the ally of the politician. He is simphy the
interpreter of human act and motive in tbe past, and must
confine himnsehf ta the field prescribed for him if lie is to,
discliarge bis duty ta society.

The tapic for the Y.W.C.A. on 4art. 16th wvill be
"Hindrances ta serving Ch)rist," particularly ",Perils of

Callege Life."


