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Wvas an article of faitlî, w vitl continental cafe sttemnda
Anierica and (4erinany bad only to taise theji- little finger>
tu menace J ohn Bull, and lie ami bis isie were wiped out
By courtesy, forbearance, and dignity England bias conjure(
liugaboo numiber one away, and ', laidl" numbei- two, bv th,
shadow of bier ileets.

Enigland has now broken the back of the conspiracy t(
smnash Up lier Enmpire, but she mnust henceforth '' go it t-ough'ý
xvitb the foreigner; show hîin she cani hgbt, as well as tradi
and colonize, and înust clear out fron hier mîidst ail tire fad&
about pence and maudiin 4entiment. Slie wili be oniy respect
ed and lef t quiet, so long as she displays bier (JuiCkress ù
îiefend bier bonour and te protect lier empire. IlHauids off,'
.sbould be Ilskyed." for the benefit of sneaks. Delagoa Ba5
is safe and Portugal bas Torres Vedras lines there to loyallb
keep, out Cape Colony invadiers. Germany cani neyer puti
foot in tire Transvaal newv even Hoiiand wjll think twice erc
she jeopardizes ber existence by doing Ilfa-g" for- Ge.rmany
Tiiere is no second opinion in France that Gerinany could
nieyer conqtur England, wliile tire latter weuld 'blockade bei
into capitulation, witb the surrender of hier baby colonies iii
Africa, and the payment out of what rests of the Frencli waî
indemnity of five milliards of the cost of tire war.

It is very diflicuit to exactly guage at tbe presenit mui(
mient, the concrete opinion in France, as to pasqing events,
Tnie Frenchi have been astounlded at the swif t rush to arms,
anid tire terrible rapidity lîy wliicir squadrons have bee'ri fltted
ont, by Enigland ; tlîey expected to be cairn on-lookers at bos-
tilities between the United States, aided by "'grand son"
Wiiliani .1l., and England, and tiren, at tire propitious mo-
nient, dictate anîd impose conditions,. Ail that day-dreani is
ilow vaisili(ed ;Britain is drboul, and cari point bier illustra-
ted answer tu those wbo reproacbed lier witb -how resemb-
linig to otber Tutons-attacking the weak and avoiding the
strong. Anglo-phobisni rages unfortunately more than ever
iii France. Let the paroxysin spend itself. Above ail, let
trot En 'gland dïrsplay tire slightest desire at present foir any
alliance witb France ; be very polite and civil - very fir and
very resolved, but let bier reiy on hier own rigbit armn. Sbe

ouglit to iorne to an understanding with bier Ilbest eneny"-
Ijussia. The latter lias no senti ment-happily, in bier dlip-
lomacy; she lias interests enly tu> advance-se b as England.
A Russian friend said tuo me a few day ago: "Weil, what
dIo you think of the triple alliance now ? England always
charges us witlî disloyalty, treachery, and rapacity, but we
bave neyer (lcceived tire Englisb, like Christopher Sl.y, Eim
peror Wiliiai." As tire Turkish, Empire is on tire eve of
lîreaking up, England cani well consentnot to oppose the
possession of Constantinople by the Czar who iii return would
guarantee bier Egypt, and botb could dispose of the Far- East
que0stioni te suit their coml>iratiorîs, hiut above ai, their
îniterests. Thiat wouid cbeckinate (ierniany in Europe ;tiier
.France weuld be comnpelled to faîl into line withliEngiand and
Rlussia, and demand of thein Il Mirtiî1 admit mie to thy crew."
The trend of England is to make friends of tire maminon of
unrighteousness, and tu effect a inariag, dle ,'ais-on, witlî
lier best enenîiy-tie Muscovite. Their mutual trade would
tberebv be enormously developed; not a soldier could stir in
h1,urope without their permission, and the dread of losing
Alsace, and bis foot-boid in Africa, would cure his majesty
from writing telegrains, witbi tbre aid of bis ministers, to thut-
ter bis (Yraiinmoùer, and bumbug tire Boers-before devour-
inig them.

The present wili be a very important year for tire home
politios of France. 0f course 1 do not ahlude to the bumorous
circular letter of tire Comte de Paris to the itoyalis3ts, for
tbei to, be ready, as lie is about taking a grave step--that
of doing a bit of globe trotting. It is tire saine Ilsaw
with ail pretenders ;tbey assure their partisans-query
dupes? that the psychologic moment is at hand, but they
are not. ",Be ready; overtbrow the Governînent that
oppresses you, and af ter tire victory you wiil find me at you r
iîead !" Modern pretenders do not risk their liberty or
tireir life te deliver anyone. Tbey bave not the pluck of a
Transvaal , Dr. Jim "-who, with ail Iris faults, is adinired
stili. The Comte (le Paris bemoanes the uîis-government of
France by tire Rtepublie ;but France shows no dissatisfac-
tien ; France banisbed, and, in one case, decapitated, bier
Bourbon Kings and crusbed bier Napoleens for not keeping
tbe country Ilthe first flower of tbe eartb and tbe first gemt
of tbe sea." But tire Comte lias neither nanmed tbe day nor

t seieeted the >,pot vvlieie lie xviii fliseiniark. le liorrour of bis
virile intentions, lus '' stati ' attached to bis nexvspaper hi&d
allive o'clocc tea.

The important events of tis year wili be tbe prop08ed
e arneliorative legisiation always promised to tbe country but

ries-er seî-îousiy proposed. Premiier Bourgeois will coulpe1

the legisiature te vote or to reject the outstandin rc a
bneasures, but grappied witb thev must be. And bie 15i8

mani that will keep bis word. Thus, a graduated income ta
siaw wvill bc proposed at once. 'l'le newv session l.ias jS

openeii ; pensions foir old age, state assurance agyainst the
accidents of înachînery, etc., compensation for permanient
iujury, and aid during sickness ; anuî îast, not îecast, the

Tpublic departinents wili bq cleared of t lieir drones and ille-
l ess public expenditure cîîrtailed-sucb are the princiPal

r bon-bons. Tue Minister virtually classes the legislat;ors
into "lgo-a beads " ani ",stick-ini-tbe-imuds." His programme
wili be short, but based on action. H1e bas the, chances tO

1win. H1e dares, and tue niasses are witb birn, whlîe tl
reforms are no novel ties ini other counîtries. In fact, somre

1drastic financial reforni must be adopted, or tire country'
must succumb to its crushing weigbt of taxation.

The country owes a debt of undying gratitude to.the
Bourgeois miinistry for its implacable campaign again't
black mnailers. WTlîen Arton shah bhave been extradited, the
mass of Panamua corruption will be exbumed and those
swindiers who have escaped by favout- wili be exposed to the
full blaze of noon-day. Foi- tire moment, the reigiliflgr
scandai is the plucking' of tbe young millionaire pigeon,~
Max Lebaudy, by a borde of lame ducks and renegade presS
men. The /'eit Suecrier Lebaudy was skinned like a it
of tIre moiety of baif bis fortune of 2)7 fr. millions, alid,
hîeing a coniscript, a private soldier at thre time, and up te
bis deatb aged 22, tbe Minister of War, lianded ail] tire
extortion documents over to the public prosecutor. Sortie
well-knowîr writers have been arrested and are liffiv '1
prison. The big gun of the Figaro wbo xvas aise tue corres-
pondent of tire Nýew York lie ald, witlî an aggçregyate ticorne
of 100,000 frs. a year-"1 Jacques Saint-cêre "-Rosentbal in
his family name-extorted 35,000 f rs. from tbe deceased
juvenrile. This mari was tire leader iii tbe press of tbe
Angle phobists,for ne suhject appears te be more popular thaîl
uuakirg-tiil recentv-, at ail events-a Turk's lread of Jobi"
Bull. Rosentîrai is a (4erman .Jew, tire sonr of a synagogue'
beadie, se, like Uriair leap, iris enigin was "lhumble." it,
is curions that xnostly ail tir-- writers iii tire Fr-ench pre, 5

told off te write on foreign politics rely on AnyIo-phobistS1
for their matter, aind are next tu) invariabhy CGernan JewS8-

Paris, .January ].,-th, 18~96.

r1HE Toronto Phrilhîarmonic, as it is new caiied, gave 'te
T flrst performiance of tire present searson on tire 2:lrd iS

iii tire iVassey Music Hall. Haydn's oratorio,"Tlre CreatiOfll
was tbe work presented, and tire production cf tis verfler
able masterpiece was lookeil for wai-d te witb considerable
interest, as it wnrs te be tbe first appearance of the Society
under tire direction cf tue recerrtly appointed conductor, Mr-
J. H. Anger. [t înay be said at once that Mr. Aurgmer
preved lîimself weli fltted for bis difilcuit task,' and titat '50
far as hie is concerned there need be ne anxiety in regard to>
tire future succoss cf tire Society. Tbe chorus oui this occa-
sien coîrtaiuied about 22.5 inemubers, practically the sai
nunîber as teck part in tire production cf IlUna " la't
season, but tire orchiestra Nvas tbis time considerably smahher,
nuirbering oniy thirty-four. Tire reduction, lrowever, proved
a distinct gain, for, while stili powerful enoughi, tire oi'ches4
tra hecame more inianîrgeable, particularly wben dehicate
effects were r-equim-ed. The reed instruments were a litl,
neîsy at tnes, but evidently agairrst tire wishes o>f tbe cfl-
ductor, who could flot be expected, censidering the short
tinie ie lias held Iris positioni, te have bis force,; perfectY
under control. Tire chorus sbowed a veî-y fair balance cf'
parts, aithoughi tire basses did net produce as niucb eflect as
the nunîericaily mucli weaker tenors. IlThe MarveiiOus
Work," "1Awake tbe Harp " and "Tbe Heaî ens are TeliIg"
aroused considerable entbusiasm on the part cf the audience.
Exception must be taken, liewever, te the very marked
quickening cf tbe time towards the chose cf the ls~fe

234 --mt, 1896.


