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that during the sixteen or seventeen years that have

elapsed sinco his appointment the mileage of the Grand

Trunk systemn has heen about trebled, and its earnings

have been increased from less than two millions to about

ive millions of dlollars per annum. As the Lendency of

freights bas been downward, the volume of traffic must

have increased in stili greater ratio. One of the modes ir.

which the ponetration and foresiglit of the head of a large

institution of any kind are rnost severely tested is in the

choice, retention and promotion of assistants and sub-

ordinates. [t says much for Sir Joseph Hickson's capacity

in this respect that it has been found possible by a series

of promotions to supply his place and that vacated by his

successor with so little difficulty, and, sa far as appears,

with the hearty approval of ail concerned. We are glad

ta learn that Sir Joseph proposes to continue to reside in

Montreal, and thus to enjoy in Canada the rest he bas so

well earned in ber service, for it cannot be doubted that

in develôping and improving the oldest of our great trunk

roads, ho bas also been proimoting the prosperity of the

Dominion.

T IE circular sent out a week or two since by the

Ontario Department of Agriculture, containing a

time-table of about one hundred meetings of Farmers'

Institutes to be held during the current month in different

localities ail over the province, and announcing that eacb

meeting will have the advantage of the presence of a

Professor of the Agricultural Colege, a representative of

the Fruit Growers' Association, and one or two of the best

known farmers in the Province, in addition to its own local

talent, shows that this Departrnent, under its new Minis-

ter, i8 doing useful arnd energctic work. One of the great

wants of the country and time is the diffusion of scientitic

and practical knowledge amonq the tillers of the soi!.

These Farmiers' Institutes, conducted by skilied agricul-

turists and borticulturists, seem ane of the very best means

that could he deviw4d for supplying this wnt. TLhis work,

togethier with that being doue by the l)uininion Agricul-

tural Departrnent along similar lines, by lectures on

dairying, etc., cannot fail to confer lasting benefit upon

the farmaing industry, and tbrough it upan every branch

of indastry, sirnce upon success in agriculture success in

every other industry in large measurt3 depends.

PART froin the startling view prosented of the state of

Athe Provincial finances, the transactions of the session

of the recent Quebec Lngislature are mainly of local inter-

est. A gond doal bas been said in regard ta the Bill

eii'))wtiring the clerical authorities to expropriate lands

for cometery puirposes, lut it doea not seema likely that this

p wer in itself can do a great doal of harm. [t is, we

l)el teve, a wrong and p'orniciousi principle whicb gives ta

the Churcli any contrai ovor the property of citizens, but

this principle inso adeeply einbedded in Quebc leg-isiation

that it soeims hardly warth while ta quarrel seriously with

this new application of it, unless an the ground that it is

but the forerunner of other and still mare objectianable

encroacbments. lIad the power of expropriation been

extended as wan desired by the representativesi of the

Charch, ta the ground required for mission cliurches and

other eccleHiastical purposes, its objectionableness would

have bean imuch more apparent, though the principle would

bave still beau unchanged. This, it is very likely, will ho

the next step. The subservience of the Government,

Legilature and people of the French Province to ecclesi-

astical influence and dictation i4, indeed, one of the most

remarkable phenomena of the day. It is probably unique,

in the case of an essentially self governing community, ini

this last decada of the nineteenth century. We are glad

ta turn ta another enactinent of the Session wbicb is

worthy of unqualiied commeudatian. We refer ta the

provision for the apening of night schools in the cities anc

towns at the expense of the Province. Leaving out ai

siglt for the moment the question whether the financial

situation of the Province warranted any liberal outlay ir

any direction, it -an bardly be denied that tbe establish-

nment af such schools, if proper care is talren ta makre thorn

free and efficient for the classes who need them, is a mave.

ment worthy of any Liberal Administration. Wo have not

the details of the measure before us, and s0 can pronounce

no opinion upon its spocial merits. But on general princi.

pies, as we have bofore urged in these columns, thore is nc

argument in favour of a free public school system, much lesE

in favour of the professional dopartments of State universi.

tjos, wbich does not apply with greater force ta echoolk

tntended for the practical education of those large classes of
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citizens wbo,bhaving enjoyed little or no school advantages in F(

their youth, are desirous of improving their miuds and cf w

gaining some insight into the scientitio laws which underlie i

their special occupations, during the only heurs tbey can w

spare for the purpose. But when we turn ta the financial pE

exhibit cf the sister Province, in order ta ascertain how ti

well she an affo)rd this aud other large expeuditures ta re

which ber leislator8 have conmitted bar, the figures pre- rE

sented inay well create alarrn. An annual deficit cf two is

millions and a floating debt cf five or six millions, in addi- a

lion ta a honded indehtedness cf twenty millions, make up p

a rather formidable total. It is clear that the new boan of i

ten millions, wben contracted, will do litîle more thano

caver exi4tinig and prosp;ýclive deiciencies. It is true thatb

new and ingiaus, î,at to say oppressive, taxes have beau

devised, and it inay ha hoped that these will do somethinge

towards balancing incarne and expenditure, but it is s

scarcely possible that that feat can ha accomplished without t

driving the overburdened taxpayers cut cf the country iny

still larger numbers. On the whcle the situation is sucb

as may well croate appreh(cnsion that the Dominion will t

again ha called upon at an early day, sud that another t

re-adjusîment of Provincial finances will ha demanded.

When that day cornes seinîe very sericus questions touching

tue relations cf Dominion and Provincial exchequers will

have ta bc setlled.

T FIOFJG tha rturn of Hon. Mr. Foster from is tour

Lin the West lndies bas heen iooked for with some

intarest, it would he unreasonable ta expect immediate

results in the way cf eîîlarged commercial intercaurse.

All that ha is akle ta say is that ha was everywhere

received with the utnst cardiality, that bis suggestions

and proposaIs looking te froer trade relations were lis-

tened ta ttenitivaly hy th )ie in authority in the varieust

islaads vi4ited, and that those wiii oe duly and, as far asE

possible, favourahly censilereul by the legislative bodiesE

concerned. We daoîlot supposa very much wil ha added

ta aur stock of knowledge on the whole, lbough lmyh

advantageous t) prospective deaiers 10 understand more

clearly Ibhe specialtias of te respective islands or groups

cf islands. But ail are well aware titat se far as natural

and agricuitural products are cencemnad, these [slands and

Canada are ta a large axtetit the complemonts of eaac

other. Tbey thus seai n th ave beau intended by nature

for the freesî interchauge. StilI il is nover easy ta turu

commerce out cf chanuels ta which it ias bacome accus-

tomed, though in this case, so far as the Islanders have

hitherto deait with the Uniledl States, the McKinley Bill

sheuld ha a powerfui influence in aur faveur, Probahly

the chief difficully wili arise, se far as most cf the Cana-

dan manufactured good8 are concerned, frein the nocessity

cf coinpeting with the cbeaper and perhaps hetter pro-

,ducts of the Mother Country, under lier free-tra'3e system.

1 The inequality under which aur exporters would ho thus

laid would, il iq likely, have ta ba countarbalanced by

'large rociprocal tariff conices~sions. Granting that both

1the Dominion and the West lndies can agree in regard te

5the mutuai adjusîmeut cf these relations, and Ihat the

Lformidable obstacles înterposed hy clauses in existing

ttreaties ciiihob reînoved, it will still require no littie

1magnauimity on the part cfthie Mother Country ta con-

1sent ta such discrimination agrain.gt herseîf, mainly for thie

purpose of diverting a portion cf her owa trade ta the

Dominion which taxes ber gools sa freel,,y. 'Nfe dare say,

yhowever, Ihat even thi% concession will net I,e refused.
-But ail these arrangementsi will require a god eal cf

ttima. Meanwhila il is possible that steamqhip subqidi(es,

judiciously bestowed so as ta secure low freights, may do
1a good deal ta foster aI 1,ast certain lices cf trailic. It is

1forlunate that the Jamaicat Exhibition is ccming off just
8aI the right moment, and that the Dominion is likely ta

e he so well represented thora. A hetter opportuinity for

i applying a practical test ta determine the possibilities of
f the situation could hardly ho wished far. It is la be

Jhoped that Canadian exhibitors wilI act on the Minister's

a advice, by baving good reprasontatives on the spot ta push
-their goods inb notice.

tTHRE correspondance jusl laid hefore Cangress contains

e lttle that is now on thie Behring Sea question. With

jthe substance of Lord Salisbury's August despatch the

0 public was already acquainted. Though Mr. Blaines

ýs answer hears date so recent as December 17, the tenor of

il i also was for the most part f amiliar. This letter must ho,

ýs we suppose, the document referred ta in the notice given a

ýf day or two since ta the uaws agencies hy the British

Foreign Office. Mr. Blaine's course in dalaying bis replY,

witb its new proposai , from August 2nd ta Decemfler

17th, and then sending the latter immediately ta Congres8Y

without giving time for consideration or answer, seOflis

peculiar, wbetber cantrary ta diplomatic usage or not. I

the statements from Washington with raference ta the

'oinforcements of the cruisers in B-ring Sea, said ta b'

oesolved on for the cemin g season, be correct, the situationl

s ual free froin danger. The tana of polite detiance

adopted by the Londlon Standard is toa suggestive of guO-

powder ta be pleasant, as coming from a journal 5jtandi1og

in such relation ta the British Government. An exçhanfge

of shots hetween British and United States' warships would

be the saddest event of the last quarter of the century.

Yet if the American Government refuses arbitrationan

every other form of settlament not îneaning uncoîîditifllS1

surrender, and if it persists in capturing British vessels in

the open sea, the British Governiment will have, 50 far "0

we can see, no alternative but ta protect ils vessels and itS

citizens. We cannot helieve that the sensible and Chris'

bian people of the Unaited States wili permit Mr. Blaire

ta plunge the nation into a war on a question in regard t0

which many of their own hast authorities declare hil-fl t0

be unquestionably in the wrong.

P ENDING the slow miovement in the direction of inter'

Lnational copyright, an ingeniaus plan of coiiperai0fl

betwoen English and American authors bas î,een propoSed.

It will ha remombered that the first pirated odition of the

IlEncyclapiedia Britannica " f ailed hecause sanie of its art"~

cles bad been written by American authors, and the coP)'»

rights held hy these in their own country proteýcted the wh0Ie

work. Acting, proably, upoii this hint, and remember1g

that, as is alloged, the Copyright Acts already in eXiOt'

ence do nat require that the jinL authors shaîll isclose th"

exact portions written by each, it is thouglit that b y tbe

plan of joint aulhorship, with secrecy on the point indicttede

ail the benefits of international copyright can ho secored'

If the facts ha as stated, thore seemis nothing ta prevenl

the success of the plan, and joint authorship may be expected

ta bccome unusually popular.

E VENTS have sady conirmed the fear we intimatd in

a former note that the killing of Il Sitting Bull," 0"

which s0 many were congratulating tbemselves as an end~

ta the danger of an Indian outhreak, would have tbe

opposite effect. Fiuman nature, especially the Indi»'n

variety of it, being what it is, it is not wonderful that the0

desperation of terror, and the thirsl for vengeance shotIld

have combined ta precipitate the horrors bis cowardy

slayers hoped ta ward off by bis deatb. The mnassacre"

amounting almost ta the extermination of a wbole ad

after their sudden attack on the troaps at Wounded 1C>îe'

bas sent, as weil it might, a thrill of horror througlî0ît

Cbristendom. The provocation was no douhf, great, ')"t

that it justified the indi.scriminate butchery, witheut d8

tinction of age or sex, no Christian can helieve. Thea'0'

called treachary of the victims is surely no' jusitiicatiOO';

tbougb it may be some palliatian of the horrible cr1010e

We say so-called treachery, hecause, when wa take all the

facts into consideratian, it is questionable whether tie

ruse of the Indians differs materially in principle fr001ýý

cunning surprises wbicb generals and soldiers are c00 '

stantly studying tao flèct, and pride tbemselves in ef't

ing, in the most civilized warfare. Would a compratiCl

smali baud of Amcrican or Britiih soldiers, if surrotinded

by savage foes, and witb the terrors cf torture or et

slariug them, as tbey supposed, in the face, hesitatet

couceal, if possible, their arns and use themn at tbe lOO8t

unexpected moment, in an effort ta break through theO
1 eneiny's lines ?1 Would not thair sbrewdnesq and rae

be applauded, if they were successful l It i.eflect9s00

credit upon the traops or their commanders, that theYt

their want of proper precautions, afforded their crafty

foes s0 favourable an opportunity for a last desPert

struggle. There can be little doubt, we suppose, that th

Indians, thus surrounded and called on ta surrender tbeIe

arma, feared the worst. It is not unlikely that tboy 100ke

for deaîb, or imprisonmoent, which tbey would regar d

worse. Thore is no evideace that any reassuring expl""e

tions were given tbem. It is doubtful if their 8

iknowledge of the language would enable tbem ta cofflte(

:hend any promises that might ho rmade. If otherwis0e,

bad faitb -which had so of ton been sbown in regard to

1treatv abligationg bad left them litIle reason for tut

the whit(j fnin'q #,)rd. Tboy must have known but t


