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ciated, after the rigorous winter. Few readers of Parkman's graphic
Pages can have failed to note bis sympathetic picture of the first
Welcomle sign of retuming spring, to the first French colonists after the
dreary Wiflter which had held the land in iCY clhaîns and themselves inl
Iiisery : of the clamour of the wild-goose, the song of the blue-bird, the
ruddy bloom of the swamp maple, the snowy wreaths of the shad bush, the

w'hite stars of the blood root among the dark fallen leaves, anîd the Marsh
wiarigolds gleaming in the wet meadows like spots of gold.

Scarcely less delightful are ail these to the eye and ear of the lover of
Nature in each returning spring. We are, in Canada, so shut out during
flearly haîf the year fromn anything, like out-door life, so shtut in with our
base.burners or furnaces and the inevitably vitiated air of bouses herm et-
ically sealed by double windows, that the freedom of the first few days of
sPring is like the opening of prison doors, through which we rnay go forth,
a, did "lthe world's grey fathers " froin the ark, to feast Our eyes on the
glories of a Ilniew heaven and a new earth." Happily, even in our towfls
and cities, people are not, in 2general, too far removed from bits of unspoiled
Woodlanid to enjoy this annual pleasure, if they will-even our largest city,
31oritreai, beincr iost abundantly privileged, both in its nobleî Mount
Royal, and its charming sylvan isie of St. ilelens, at its very doors. We
raiglit, in Canada, adopt the pretty Japanese custoin of making a littleflte
of geing out te "v iew " the blossoms at their several scasons. And as they
tileir have plurn' and Ilcherry viewing," s0 miglit we have our Ilshadbush"

8111Our Ilhawtborn viewing, "if our Canadian life were not too practical and
Utilitarian for any sucb sylvan pleasures, and fireworks and shamn reviews
wee but more to the taste of the people as a cîass. Let us be thankful
that Borne of the chilciren, at least, still live "lin Arcadia !"

Perhaps the miost fascinating time at which to seize our budding Nature
i8 that moment in May wben tlie delîcate tracery of the forest bouglis is
'lot yet hidden by the abundance of foliage, but is stili dîmly traceable
through the faint, misty veil of that most exquisite ethereal green of open-
jilg leaves, when the white feathery sprays of the shad flower rise like
BilOwy Plumes against the still grey background of budding bouglîs, when
the Moiss on, the lichened rocks wears its most velvety green, and the siender

Young ferns in their infantine freshness, are uncurling themselves from their

long Winter's sleep. There, among the already luxuriant green under-
growt 1 of wild raspberry and gooseberry, and dogwood and vjburnum, the
daity wbite trillium nods lier trio of snowy petals; the feathery mitella

raisesj its delicate racines ; blue and yellow woed violets with a few late

hepaticas cluster in the sheltering glades, and the blossom of the wild
etraw'berry smiles everywhere from the sward. Here and there, in shady
Places, the odd-striped arum rears its dark spaltic and handsome leaves,
ar&d the graceful "'dog-tooth violet " waves its golden petals froin its delicate
ateml. The vivid green of the young bushes would be almost dazzling to the
eye, if it were îlot sO refresbing fià tone. The young leaves of the maples

haeStili a sligbt russet tinge. The arching boughesof the clins are as yet
jiist S1tudded wîth tufts of palest green, and the graceful, white stems of the

'lcbar ot yet concealed by the unbinding of its leafy tresses. The wild
Pluin and cherry are gay in their wedding finery of snowy bloom, which

%PPears just as tle pioneer Ilshad flower " fades and falîs under the warmer

eu", "Id Make a cbarming* contrast to the dusky background of veteran
Pines, whiclî have stood the winter's storms unchanged. The jus% bursting

leVsof the oaks gleam with almost a ruby tinge in the sunshine, and the
buttern1ut and the hickory have their summer robes just a littie fartber
advanced. The dark hemlocks have not yet donned the bright green tufts
whicb brighten them up so mucb a little later. Besides the wild flowers
80 delicate and shyly charminr, in their present bloom, there is an indefi-
'lite variety of leaf andi bud promising future blossom. The large, luxuri-
lt greeni leaf of the podopbyllum or May apple, like an ample umbrella

shelters the incipient flowers underneatb its wing. The stili green clusters
of the alder are just beginning to grow white, andi the degwood, and vibur-

1'tland hawtborn are preparing to blossom. out in their June beauty. The
gref1 wild columbine is already hanging, out its scarlet belle in sunny

aPot 8, or fromn grey mossy rocks, and ceuntless little shrubs make an
euiievariety of tint with their newly opened leaves.

Ovlerbead, the birds are darting ini and out on domestic cares intent,
C0Tducting their own affairs with the vocîferous accompaniment wbicb

8eeras indispensable to their transaction of business. The brisk
trebl' Of the smaîîer birds, the little wild canary or yellow-hammier,

9'ld' th' blue birds, alternates with the liquid, pathetie alto of the
l'Obin, and the hoarse bass of the grave old crows, or the brisk taP
Of th vOdekewieterpdwirwiroth iyhmig
bird, lie odnpc, h l tneI frapi wirr-hr oftetn'umn
the gabrk hehny"frn vr opening flower," tells us that

ee exqisîate little creatures too, have returned fromn their winter
quarters. Now and then the flash of a golden oriole glances from tree to

tree, busy like the rest in making its nest, and preparing for family life,
or a spriglîtly brown Ilchipmunk " glides up and down some hollow
trunk, arranging, doubtless, for bis summer house-keeping in the old home-
stead which bas served him se well as a refuge tbrough the winter storms.
The woodland picture is completed by thîe picturesque tracery of wild vine
and Virginia creeper just opening their leaf-buds, while the partridge-
berry and the ?weet pink Linnca are spreading their delicate stems
under the trees; the winter-green festoons the more open and higher ground,
and the low whortle-berry is already thickly covered with the promise of
coming fruit.

Sucli are soîne of the spring charms of Caîîadian woods, for ahl wbo
bave eyes to see, and cars to hear. And let us net bring this sketch to
a close without a plea for our Canadian birds. We have a barbarous,
youtbful population of boys about ail our towns and villages, wbo seem. to
think tlîat the birds exist chiefly to supply tlîem with "lsport" in firing
at tbem with any convenient missile, or robbing their nests in spring. It
is bard to say whether this is worse for the poor birds, in loss of eggs or
life, or for the boys in the hardening and coarsening, influence it exerts on
their moral nature, the nature which sbould be trained to love and sympa-
thise with ahl (od's creatures. But one tliing is certain, that if rigid restric-
tiens are not soon put on this ruthless exercise of boyish destructiveness,
our woods will, ere long, be Ieft pretty well stripped of the happy, innocent
creatures which constitute one of their cliief attractions. FIDELIs.

TIIE CHI URWIIES

A BISHOP recently went to Del Rie, Texas, to dedicate a iiew churoli
but found that a cyclone had blown it away.

PROFESScît RonaarTSON SMITH, new Arabie professor at Oxford, con-
tinues to write articles for the Eiteyclopoediaz Britannica,

Tua Metbodist Episcopal Conference at Philadelpbia, and General
Presbyterian Assemblies in the United States, have condemiied the publi-
cation cf Sunday newspapers.

DR. WILD, the prophetic seer cf Bond street, preached last Sunday on
Sir Richard Cartwriglit's political vision cf an Anglo-Saxon Confederation.
The seat cf the comîng Parliament is to bo Jerusalem.

THE General Assenîbly cf the Seutlîerîî Presbyterian Cliureh, whichî
met at Vicksburg, faveurs thme omissionî frein the Confesssion cf Faitb cf
the passage that forbids marriage witb a deceased wife's sister.

BIsiioP HENRY C. POT'ERa, cf New York, proposes that every clergy-
iman wbose salary is $3,000 or over shahl contribute an annual percentage
te increase the inceme cf clergymn who receive less than $1,000.

CANON ANsoN, late cf Woolwich, wlîo recently visited the North-West,
bas been asked te accept the bishopric cf Assinibeia. At the request of
the Archbisbep cf Canterbury lie bas consented and is te be conse&fated
on the 24tb inst.

THE recent dynamite explosions in London bave called forth a strong
denunciatien froin the Pope. Last Sunday a letter was read in the churches
coîîdemnning the parties inîplicated in these inhmuman plots, and threatening
witb excommunication the members cf secret societies.

THa fiftieth birtlîday cf Rev. C. H. Spurgeon is te be made the occa-
sion cf a handseme presentatien te the well knlown Baptist preacher. Many
cf bis admirers in Amierica and England are subscrîbing liberally te the
testimonial fund. Mr. Spurgeon's birthday is on the 19th inst.

IN the General Conference of the African Methodist Episcepal Chureli,
beld at Baltimore, two bishops were accused cf having ritualistie prooîiv-
ities and holding the doctrine cf apestolie succession. Such things, hew-
ever, de net find faveur witb the Africans. A resolution cendemning
these tendencies was snstained by a vote cf 127 te 11.

TRERa i5 beginning te be less tolerance for the obtrusive pear'ades of the
Salvatien Army. ln several Canadian cities and towns there are coin-
plaints that in addition te their extravagant and objectionable methods,
they are in the habit cf disregarding tbe rights cf others, and aeting in
somne cases as if they wished te invite collision. The City Council of London,
Ont., have passedi a by-law prohibiting street parades.

.Tua venerable and worthy Bisbop cf the Diocese ef Niagara bas inti-
mated that from bis advanced age lie is unable adequately te fulfil the
duties cf bis Office. Hie is prepared te accept a co-adjutor bisbop, or te
retire altogether, as may best suit the interests cf thîe Church. The naines
of varions probable successors bave been mentiened, amoîîg themi that cf
Canon Dumeulin, rector of St. James' Cathedral, Toronto.

Tis is the season when the churches held their respective cenferenees.
The varions District Conferences of the Metbodists bave already been held.
Last week the Western Baptist Union met at Brantford-, and tlîis week
the Pre*sbyterian General Assembly is sitting in Toronte, No question cf
general interest bas corne up for discussion in these annual gatherings.
Most of the denominatiens report progresa in the Christian efforts in which
they are engaged.

TUEi varions branches cf Methedism in Canada bave new been consoli-
dated. In accordance witb the spirit cf the time they have realized the
absurdity cf keeping apart, and the imipertance cf attaining organie unity.
When the question of union was diseussed, theugli strong feeling existod,
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