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CURRENT COMMENT

If it be true that Admiral
Dewey is a candidate for the
Presidency of the United States,
this supplies a motive for the re-
ported return of his wife to
Protestantism. The {act of his
wife  professing  Catholicism
would be enough to destroy
what little chance of election
Dewey may have.

The Michigan Catholic has a
good portrait of the late Father
Smulders, the oldest Redemptor-
ist priest in the United States.
In a glowing tribute to his mem-
ory our Detroit contemporary
says : ** Father Smulders was
five and eighty years of age
when he was called to his re-
ward. He was already an old
wan, as the vears make old men,
when he was sent to found a
parish on the extreme west edge
of the city of Detroit. but he
went at the work with all the
enthusiasm of youth and the en-
ergy of determination. The re-
sult 1s that to-day the westerly
end of the city of Detroit 1s giv-
on over to the thriving parish of
the Fathers of the Holy Redeem-
er, that one of the most beanti-
ful of our ¢ity churches stands
to-day on what twenty years ago
was a sand plain, that a solidly
QCatholic community has grown
up round about it, that its schools
are of the best and that all its
institutions are prosperous and
growing.” This is the way with
the Redemptorists everywhere.
Being fervent and active, they
build up “'solidly Catholic” com-
munities.

The Assistant Postmaster at
Winnipeg sends us the following
‘mnote :  “ Kindly at once notify
your correspondents and ex-
changes to direct your mail to
St. Boniface instead of to Winni-
peg. As it is at present, not only
does it cause delay but also gives
this office considerable addition-
al work.” We do not wonder
at the Winnipeg Postmaster’s ex-
postulation. On the contrary,
seeing the huge bundles he re-
addresses to us every day, we
have often wondered that he did
not speak up sooner. But the
fault does not lie at our door.
Over and over again during the
past four years have we, in these
columns, notified everybody that
the NORTHWEST REVIEW is pub-
lished at St. Boniface and not at

| Mr. Starbuck.
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Winnipeg However, to show our
good wiil, we are addressing

this number with this paragraph’

marked to all those of our ex-
changes which sull prrast in
addressing % To
them and to atl corresvoodents

Jinnipea”

ithat the island be ceded buck to
spain.”  With that crook duess
of cthical perspeetive which so
éofh*n afflicts contemporary Prot-
fewtantism, the Americas governs
nment of the unfortunae izland,

while woging releutless wac on

we hereby say: Kiudly address | the crueity of ponyedrivers to
“NORTHWEST RiEvinw, St Boun-ltheir animals, has so Iivtle fel-

iface, Manitoba.” Our oxchan-
ges may ultimately come to an-
derstand that there i< as much
difference between St. Boniface
and Winnipeg as between Jersey
City and New York; but we
have little hope of enlichtining
the minds of those Winnipeg
correspondents who think St
Boniface is a part of their city.

The Sacred Heart Review
warns its readers that it does
not hold itseif responsible for
every single statement made by
For iuastauce, it
does not fuliy coincide with his
opinion of Professor Fisher’s his-
torical worth ex ressed in the
article we reprint this week.
Neither do we accept, without
proof, Mr. Siarbuck’s statement
(see our issue of April 11 p. 1,
col. 3) that Anthony of Bouibon
reverted on his deathbed to his
original Protestantism. B-uillet,
who is so little favorable to
Catholics that one of the editions
of his Dictionnaive d'Histoire et
de Géographie was condemred |
hy the Roman Ind x suys noth-
ing of that reversion. After re-
lating that Antoine de Bourbon
was mortally wounded, while
commanding the Catholic army
at the siege of Rouen, Bouillet
merely adds: “This prince was
brave, but weak in character:
born in the bosom of the Reform-
ation, he drew upon himself the
hatred of the Protestants by
abandoning their worship; he
was little regretted by the Cath-
olics themselves”

Additional information con-
cerning Mrs. George Dewey,
wife of the Admiral, helps to ex-
plain her return to Episcopalian-
ism. It appears that this is her
fourth change of religion and
that at one time she took up
with theosophy. This last fact
betokens a weak, illogical mind,
the evidence for theosophy being
of the nursery-tale sort.

Father Wyman’s article on
Evolution in the April ““Catholic
World” is a welcome reversal of
some other recent articles on
this subject in the same magaz-
ine. The Californian Paulist
takes strong philosophic ground
against the reasonableness of the
evolutionary hyyothesis. The
general tone of his article is em-
inently suggestive.  Perhaps,

|however, it is a trifle sketchy.

He would have dome better to
develop more fully his rational
objections to this irrational hy-
pothesis, even if this develop-
ment would have necessitated a
series of articles on so imvortant
a subject. In one place (p. 8) he
seems to imply that a state of
pure nature in which man could
have been created without the
adornment of supernatural grace
is impossible, which is contrary
to the teaching of sound Cathol-
ic theology.

An interesting article on Porto
Rico in the April Donahoe's
reveals the sad fact that “condi-
tions were better during the
darkest days of the Spanish ré-
gime, and within the ‘last few
weeks the Porto Ricans have
circulated a petition begging

| . . v .
oo -fecling for baman beings
ltirat it hias reduced toe pay of

roadmakers from 50 cents a day,

the price paid by the Spanish
government, to 30 cents a day.
The result is the first strike
known in Porto Rico.

Tha Catholic Tiwes’ article “A
Lesson for Catho'ivs,” which we
reprint elsewhere shows how ef-
fective with governm.nts is a
hold unit-d action by Catholics.
Cardinal Logue threatened to
denounce ihe British navy as a
dangerous piace for  Catholic
men if the government did not
remedy the naval chaplain griev-
ance, and his threat bore fruit.
It Canadian Catholics, who are
more than two fifths of the en-
tire population, were united in
their ¢laims for fairplay, the ini-
quitous Manitoba school law
wounld not last one day longer.

Well informed Protestants in
this country do not need to be
reminded that St. Boniface Col-
loge is a high-class institution.
[ts spccess ln universily compe-
titions with other coileges is oo
well known here. Buat many of
our Catholic friends in the east
are profoundly ignorant on this
score. We regret to say that
many of our Catholic newspa-
pers foster this ignorance by sys-
tematically ignoring the merits
ot our Manitoba Catholic college,
Thus, with the exception of “ La
Vérité 7 and the “Catholic Reg-
ister” of Toronto, not one Cath-
olic paper has deigned to notice
the artistic performance of a
Greek play, a unique scholastic
ventute, by St. Boniface stu-
dents. To all such benighted
persons we beg to make known
the following facts, which they
can easily verify for themselves.
Not quite two yearsago a stu-
dent of Rhetoric (Previous Year),
St. Boniface College, took the
Philosophy course in the Grand
Seminary at Montreal, the most
celebrated ecclesiastical semin-
ary in America. Though he was
not the first in his class here, he
was immediately acknowledged
to be the best student in natural
science and mathematics there,
albeit his class-mates there were
13 times as numerous as here.
Last September two other St.
Boniface students of Rhetoric
entered the same course in the
same Montreal seminary. Among
the seven students in Rhetoric
here they ranked about third and
fourth. Of the eighty or more
students in the first year of the
“Séminaire de Philosophie” they
rank about second and third in
the whole course and first in ma-
thematics and natural science,
and their fellow-students, noting
their success, often say that the
education imparted in that Red
River college must be very ef-
ficient.

See-Saw.—A blind wood saw-
yer'’s wife says she never saw
him see, but she often goes to see
him saw.

The D. & L. Emulsion benefits
most those having lung troubles
with tendency to hemorrhages.
A few bottles taken regularly
make a wonderful improvement.
}S‘l‘ade by Davis & Lawrence Co.,

im.

THE SCHOOL NEGOTIA-
TIONS.

We have hitherto refrained
from comment on the school ne-
gotiations which have been go-
ing on during the last few
weeks. We were waiting to
note the issue. That issue is
now clear, though the final re-
ply of the Winnipeg school
board has not been given as yet.
They met the offers of the Catho-
lic trustees with polite assur-
ances of good-will but with no
practical concessions. Their at-
titude thus far proves conclusiv-
ely that the Laurier-Green-
way “settlement” conceded iio-
thing, absolutely nothing that
could satisfy Catholics. True,
it seems to have brought about
a “modus vivendi” in the coun-
try districts; but this arrange-
ment is not due to that “settle-
went;” it is due to the advice of
the Holy Father. Exactly the
same arrangements were possi-
ble under the school law of 1890
before the so-called “settlement;"
but we did not take advantage
of them wuntil the Pope coun-
selled our doing so. Thus the
comparative relief experienced
by our Catholic country parishes
isin no way traceable to the
“settlement.”

The live of conduct adopted
by the Winnipeg Catholic school
trasiees is not only most praise-
worthy but had really become
necessary. It has the approval
of all right-minded Catholics
and the sympathy of the Church
authorities. The step was taken
in entire good faith and the ne-
gotiations were conducted with
prudence and tact. If, as seems
likely, they fail, the fault will
not lie at the door of our trus-
tees.  On the contrary these ne-
gotiations have thrown into bold
relief the earnest wish of our
Catholics to come to an agree-
ment but without sacrificing
one single religious principle in
educational matters. Their un-
animity in spite of political pref-
erences on other questions af-
fords a practical object-lesson to
Catholics in other parts of the
country. What could not the
Catholics of the Dominion ac-
complish if they would only sink
their political differences as our
brethren in Winuipeg are doing!
They have but one object in
view, the restoration of their
schools.

The result of these negotia-
tions also shows the essential de-
fects of the Laurier-Greenway
“settlement,” which has definite-
ly settled nothing eitherin Cath-
olic country districts or in mixed
communities. The upshot will
also demonstrate the utter im-
possibility of putting into the
heads of the Winnipeg School
Board the most elementary no-
tions of fairplay. Collecting an-
nually from Catholics school
taxes exceeding $7,000, they em-
ploy this money, without the
faintest qualm, in educating non-
Catholic children and in build-
ing superb school edifices against
the extravagance of which mem-
bers of their own body protest in
vain; and yet they will not lift
a finger to remove this injustice.

The Catholic trustees offered to
lease to them,for a fair sum,
the Catholic school buildings,
provided they could keep their
Catholic teachers and pupils,
and to open up their classes for
inspection by public school in-
spectors,and in return they asked
that these teachers be paid from

I,
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the public schooj funds. They
claimed no favors or exemptions {
as tn the quantity or quality of §
Fhe merely secular instruction }
Imparted: they were willing to
have this instruction inspected
by public school oflicials on the
same footing as the publie
schools. All they claimed was
their religious Liberty, according
to the constitution and the nat-
u'ral law. They claimed the
right to safeguard the religiouns
training of their children in their
own schools by means of Cath-
olic teachers and Cuatholic text-
books. This manifest right be-
ing denied to them the Catholics
in Winnipeg and in other mixed
communities are, at present, still
the victims of ‘“rank tyranny’
and injuastice, '

e et .

THE DOGS OF WAR.

Wrillen for Tre Review by an Engiis?;
Banker,

“Let slip the dogs of war” i#
at times the urgent and imper
ative cry, which resounds far
and wide throughout an entire
Ewmpire, with passionate energy
and determination, when its
rights having been trampled
upon, or an insult having been
offered “to it by another power, 3
the angry passions of its peoples ~
are fiercely aroused, and the §
whole nation rises in its ire and §
dewnands reparation for the af
front.

But as civilization advances:
and the beneficent tenets of
Christianity are more and more

implanted in the human racé
and the horrors inseparable from
war are more realized and der
plored, this desire upon the part
of nations to rush to the dre

arbitrament of the sword be
comes less and less pronounce
and the nations of the world—
with, however, some exceptions

Q|—are now much more readf

than in former times to arrang®
their differences amicably. An
assuredly Great Britain has led §
the way in this keeping her
sword in the scabbard, evel
when the affront to the empiré
has been such as in former time¥
would have caused her to fly 8
the throat of her insulters.

_ It is a strange and parado¥,
ical anomaly that as weapons of | .
war besome more and more des” |
tructive, and new and more €
fective methods and applianced
are continuously being intr®
duced for the purpose of def
troying life, yet the slanghter 1#
modern warfare is far less, bot
in proportion to the number f
men engaged, and also in the
actual numbers of casualitie®
than in former times. The great;
est number killed in any battl
recorded in history was at the
terrible conflict of Zemarain, 8*
which the Jewish monarch Ab¥ |
Jjah put to the sword no less tha? §
haif a million of his adversarie? §
(2 Chro. or Paral. xiii, 17 : cotf § .
firmed by Josephus, Ant. Jews &
lib. viii., cap. ii). These apps §
ling figures do not appear to ¢ §
approached in any reliable 1€ §
cords of battles. At the gl’e‘! i
battle of Cressy, which ro helpe4 -
to cement the foundations 5
English liberty, the bow and $
arrow and broad-sword of th¢ §

than thiry-one thousand killed
and wounded; at Waterloo (wit
Quatre Bras) about nine tho¥
sand British fell; while at the
Modder River fight, which 8 §
disturbed our equanimity, so 8% §
customed are we to victory, 0‘,“
loss in killed and wounde
amounted only to four hundré¢ §
and seventy five; or about seve® §
per cent., against forty-eight per B
cent. at Albuera. I
It is estimated that, including
those killed by artillery fir®
from four hundred to about seve?
hundred bullets are fired to eac”
man killed ; probably, therefor®

apart from those killed by cspo®

combatants accounted for mor¢ 4




