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THE BAPTIST CHURCH IN CANADA AND ITS CREED.

It is almost impossible to venturie uipon a true descriptionî of the preseîît

creed of the Baptist Cburcb in Canada xirlouî becoming conscinus of a ratber

startling phienomenon. W'lile otbcr secîs, as regards their adlîereiîk, if not

their leaders, feel inclined more or less to blusli for the exactitude and arro-

gance of tbieir crecd, and cxcii the leaders eiidcavour to toue down its barsber

features, ive fiuîd lucre, liu tbc Baptist Cbiurcb, quite a conli ast. fl it nîany of

the leading minds are trying piaiiufully 10 pros e îbat their clinrelu Ion îossesse

a liard and fast forinulated creed, seconud to rione iii exactitude, and rigid

as Calvinism itself. Otbers oppose tihemselv-cs strngly 10 tbis v'iev, and are

certainly supported by a large and iucreasing niuuber of adberents.

In these days, svlicn creeds constitute îlîe t-bief stuinbling blocks to any

sincere profession of religion, il is certainly icinaikable that mnen should bie

found rasli enotuglu to coveCt tlieir possession. Vet il Ns so. 'l'lie spirit of

martyrdom, or tbe love of intoriety, xvbicu eveî il may lie, is cvidently still

alive in this age.
Fortunately, or uinfoi tuntately, Ilie nrgaîuîzatin of tbe Iiaptilt Church is 50

frec and independaul tiat thie voice of ecclesiastical autbority lbolds but litîlle

power. Its form of gox-eiuîinei.t is an intelligent democracy, xvith particularly

exclusive state riglits, xvbic no convention cati iufriîîge upon or aller. Eaclu
cbuirch governs itself. So long as pastor and l)eonll arc InnitUally pleased xvitb

each other, tbiere s no autbority iii Iiat ebuirc wbich caui actively interfere svith
their freedom bo cast creed to tbc %vinds. Ecclesiastical inacbinery 10 prevent
it is wantîng.

And yet s0 remarkable bias been tbe unanainily of crccd cvolved bv tbis

freedom, that only one cbuirb in Ibis lîroad l)ominiou of nuis, lias failcd 10

follow the profession and practice of " cose communion." Evcry Baptist
Cburcb in Canada is of the type nick-nanied by the irreverent ' liard-shell."

To readers ivbo arc unacquainted svitb t1e exact inteîut of either of
these ternis the following qiiotation from tlie nuost gcuerally received Il manuial

of tbe Baptist Cburcb " ivill explain. Il \c believe the Seriplures teach that
Chiristian Baptism is the imnmersion iii vatcr of a believer mbt tlue niuane of 11e
Father, and Son, and Iloly Gbost ; tc) showv forth iii a solenin and beauIjul cia

blem, our faitb iii tbe crucified, buricd, anîd risen Saviour, xvith ils effeet, ina our

death to sin, and resuirreclion 10 a new life ; Ilual il is per'rit 1 the privi-
leges of a chur-cb relation , and 10 tbe tol ifs supper, lii wbicli the mnembers of

tbe church, by the sacrcd tise of brcacl aîd xviie, arc 10 comimu om aIe together
the dying love of Christ ;precedcd aiways by solemun self-examninalion." 'l'lie
italics xviii perbaps be excused as bringing ont iii clearness tbc central idea of
the "lclose communion " B'aplists, tlit only tbose %vbo bave bectu bapbized by
immersion are really fit for churcli nembersbili or for admission 10 %vbab they,
and the other orthodox secîs, denonîinak "lthe Lord's table."

This is the distinctive pieculiarity of tue Baptist churches in Canada--10
which there 's but bbc one exception, ucccled to prove the ndle.

To quote copiously fromn the renalnder of tlicir atbenticated creed, which
however is not aîîtboritative, w~oiild txe tinue svastd ;for the Baptist Cliurch

cireed is based on Preshyterian Calvinism. It is hiowex'er Calvinîsnui frced fronu

ecclesiastical tyraîuny, and rcndered thorougbly demnocratie.
[Jnder Ibis Republican forin of govertimerat it bias growvi aîad cxpatced

into more expîansive views exery xvbcre else wvbere il lias taken moot, except ini

Canada. 'l'le real original "lliard shell " or Il close commuion Baptisb " lias

hecome alnuost a thing of the hast iu England, Scotland, amîd tflic Uuiîed States;

and Ihuere would scem to have been an emigration of ils pilgriaa faîbers 10 Ibis
favoured land, so î)owerful is the grip) xvith wvlich tbis antiquated creed giant
hias laid hold upon the Baptist Churclb of Canada. -Probably soi-ne readers
may accuse us of exaggeration wlien tx'c add Ibal so stroîug is lIais sectarianisua
in the Canadian t3aptist churches, that no menmiber caui partake of the bioly
sacramnent of the Lord's supper along viîh nuemubers of aîuy orîbodox sect, nor
can any Baptist minister dispenuse the ecemenîs 10 a congregation of iininzmer-sed
believers withouî trespassing uipon the wrilleu and unwrillen code of bis chumcb
and tbroxving himself open 10 sex'ere censure or evemu probable excommumnicat-
ion.

These are tbe biard facts of time position occupicd by a1 so-called Evangelical
Cburch in Ibis i 9 th cemtury in Ibis cîlighitenied DI)ominion. 'fl'le presenit
writer bas no desire to burb the feelings, or ex on injure tbe prejudices, of the
many sincere and eafiaest thouglulful mena vho are 10 bc found ina membership xvith
the Baptist Churcli in Canada ; but surely it ivere a brotberly act, and a kîndly,
for each aîud ail of us as opportunity offers, to point out to thuem. the inevitable
effecî sucb narrowness of creed maust bave upon Ilueir power for usefulness in
tbe world. Surely il is making 100 mucla of the letter xvlicb killelli and ignor-
ing entirely thue spirit xvhicla givelilaife, to insist uipon the observanace 10 the

letter of that which they admit is but a symbol, as i/ke essential part of qualifi-
cation for partaking of that xxhiclu is not their ordinance, bumt Iheir Lord's. The
ordinance itself ail Christians-all Protestants aI least-know, is buit a symbol,
conveying 10 us thus tlic real existence of a spîiritual law of our being, teacbing
us tbat the love and xisdonî of Our Lord, corresponding to the bread and
wine of wvbich ive partake, are as essential to our spiritual sustamuance as mataer-
îal food is 10 tbe pîhysical. Jiaptisaa naturally precedes tbis knoxvledgebcas

wvater is the sywbol of natural truth, and teaches that until some purification of

the natural man lias been effected in us by the application of natural laws to

the guidance of our life, tbat Baptism of tire, the cleansing of the inmost

thoughits of our hearts by Divine wisdomn and tlhe reception of the Divine love,

is hardly possible. Both ire effected by the Divine providence of Our Lord
and Saviour, and are ncither conveyed by, nor contained in the mnere ouitward

syml)ol. A\nd foi, the reception of the former as wxell as the latter, ail that is

needed is that mnan sbould desire to sbun ex ils and avoid themn in lits own life

lest lie should injure others. Cburcbi mernbers and cburch ordinances in so

far as tbcy arc lhelpfiil to tlîis may be valuable, but tbicy are not essential. The

Cbristian %voil Iis N aking up- -nay is almost-fuily awvake to this fact. It ought

to bestir itsclf to frece tlic laptist Cburch of Canada froua tbe yoke of formalism

wliicb presses so lieavily iipon it and seriouisly hinders ils progres..

RELIGIOUS THOUGHT IN SCOTLAND.

V.--lur, Criiuici o), oFSoj x " SCOTu SiERMONS, i 88e."-- (Ctninulied.)

'lble points already noîiced serve to place tbe teacbing of these sermons in

liopeless antagonisii witb tbe old doc'trinie as to the mode aucl spbere of divine

inspiration . A muub more comprehensive view is adopled. For wve arc told

Ibelîeen our purely animial (!) arîcestors and the savage w-n wvas l'irsl, subdued

by the glory of tbe sky and tbe miystery of life, there wvas an interval as great

as that wbich separates tbe latter fromi ourselves. ln tlîe whole process tbere

lias been revelation, the uinveiling of secret îbings to hcaits tbat avere open

anîd recipienl. lut ail tbere hias been inspiration, at suindry times and in diversc

manners, conîtinuons, incessant, universal. 'ibere ivas a spiritual significance

iii tbe earliest, gropings of tbe xvorld's remote t cbildbood, as xvell as ni those

of tbe matureci worsbippers of Clirisleiidomi," To the saine effcct is tlie asser-

tion thiat the anîlior of the book of Job, ivitb aIl tbe glow of lus genius and the

fervour of lus emiotion, "Iii insight and inspiration fell inucbi short of tlîat to

wvbiclî luddha attained." 'lbli saine view underlics a curions and novel collo-

cation of atithorities regarding the question of moral discipiline in a. future

state, xvbere the autlior cites IlSt. Patil bimself, and Lutber in bis tisuial frank

and outspokeii manner, besides many otlheis best qualified Io gi7,e an opinion ont

(lie sifr)el."
IlTb'e Lawv of M\oral Contiruity," a sernîon"froin tbc text " Vbatsoever a

mail sowvell, that sliah lie also reap," indicates tbe fine of bhougbt adopted by

the writer in bis discussion of the nature of human responsibility and the mode

of divine judgment. Every action, good or bad, confirms and propagates the

disposition frona xbicb il springs -reivard or punisbment is sinîply the naturaj

and necessary result of wvell or ilI doing tbe future groxvs directly out of the

preserit, as the plant does fron the seed this, shortly, is bis expositioni of tbe

doctrine. 'l'bie nature of tbe Eternal Order of tbe universe, bie says, is sucla

that good action leads to greater gzood, and cvii action 10 greater evil, making,
boccthe inmportant distinction that the fruit to bie reaped is the same i

kinid as wvlal wvas sown. Il It is îaob by connecting lîhysical and social evil with

tbat wvbich is moral, tbal, God cani be said to decec riglîteous judgment, mnas-

mnuch as tliere is no exact correspondence between tbose two forms of evil ;

thal wbichi is physical being in no way commensurable xvith that xvbich is

moral." By soxving mioral good, men do not tbercforc of necessity reap

pliysica/ good, or ex-en inward liappiness, as the old H ebrews tbouglit. Good or

cvii deecîs growv mbt babits xvbiclî tend to dcvelop the higlier capabilities of

human nature, or to wither up and destroy theni. Il 'lhle real punishment of

sin is tbe degradation xvhich it stamps upon the soul." This doctrine of the

spiritual harvest reveals tbe nature of divine judgnient. Tbe consequences of

men's actionîs are only tbe fruit or natural development of tbe good or cvii they

have donc, and are " neither extrinsically superadded nor arbitrarily imposcd."1

It is inconsistent, tliereforeswe are told, xvith the popular belief of Cbristendomn

Ilconcemning a day of final judgment to decide irrevocably tbc doctrines both

of the good and of the bad." Sucb a conception is Ilthe substitution of an

artificial for a natural conception of Divine judgm-ent;- of a human and imper-

fect for a Divine procedure." Divine judgment, il is maintained, is immnaneut

in cvery act itseif. It is only another name for the natural and inevitable Con-

sequences of our lives. II That judgment wvill be execuited, not once for ail, as

xve bave been taughb 10 believe, by a separate Divine decree or verdict in cadi
individual case, but by tbe operation of a universal law establislîed fromn the
first by the Governor of ail."

Under tbis law of recompense or moral continuity, bowever, wvhere is tbe'
roorn for conversion and amndaient ? How cati good spring out of evil, if a

corrupt tree cati only bring forth corrupt fruit ? The xvriter's solution of this

problemn is substantially that advanced by Emerson in his postutate of Good

as positive, and Evil as negative, as tbe great Night or sbade, on which, as on

a background, Good is painted. He seeks bis explamiation of tlîe difficulty in
Ilthe latent capacilies of bunuan nature ; ib te balance of gond and evil xitbin

us ; in the vitality and spontaneousness of a spiritual force, of a higlier nature

wvitbin uis, 10 xvbicb the gospel appeals ; and in tbe actionu of the Divine idea,

as the gospîel luresents it upon the reason of man :' the licîter principle wvîthin
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