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lîappiness to observe or be anneyed by the
Dauphin's presence.

Tt would be idie te dilate îipon thie prepa-
rations tixat ushered in the inarriagc-day, or
upon thc magnificence of Élhe wcdding, or
the feasting and festivities that followe.-
IL is sufficient te say, thnt as the wvcdded
pair liad arranged te leave Paris on the
evening of the same day, te pass a, fcev heurs
at a country bouse seme miles from the cap-
ital, and preceed thence direct te Engiand,
the Cont, of -and bis fricnds îvould
part with tbein on ne other condition than
that tbey shouid devote the hast few heurs
of their stay in Paris to a farewell party in
the Ceunt's mnansion. Ilu vain Richard
plcaded: the Count ivouid take lie denial,
but promised te release theia, at 'an Carly
hieur, as they liad (letcrmmned on evnZ
Paris that night.

That evcning the D,,uphin ivas nlot pre.
sent, and the mirth wvas iinrestrained ; but
tinie fleîv on, àhi every minute seemed an
heur, Io two at lcast-lo tuie youlig cou-
ple. Ne sooiler would Richard allude te
the neeessity of departure, thaii hio vas sur-
rounded, and clicated int.o staying a little

lne.The cont haël an admirable stery
te teIl-tie marquis rcellcctedl a striliing
illustration te it-and seine elle cisc, no'v
that tic affair wvas rnentioncd, rcnicmhcred
a singular coliateral circunstance-and, lu
fine, it was near midniflit heiore iliey c.,ca,-
pcd iute their carrnage ani droye xapidly
away.

ILvas a niglit iii spriugc :uîd flc hîeavy
ciluds had dccpcnied in theïlr hile, and lhungl
lîke a pali over the sulent Capital. 'he
streets werc now dlecrtcd, andi the feeble
ligit cf the lamps, thaït scarcly servcd to
show tic roes by xvhiclî they wvcxe suspend-
cd aeross the reads, npeatred more fifful and
cliecrlcss thall ever.

The carniage was procccdin.- slewiy nbeng
an l-ae street lu a quiet quarter etf the
City, %xhen a muan, maskced and cloahced, sud-
dcnly stcppcd foriward te the heorses' hicads,
and cried la a ioud veice-

1 arrest, you V" seizing the reins with
both his bauds. At the same moment four
others, but without masks, cmerged frem an
archwiy, and russhcd te the carrnage door;
but Richard had tlirewn it epen at the seund
ef the voice, and xîow confronted the assail-
ants.

Il wrîat mens this ? WIio are yen thiat
dare te stay us in the public rend ?",

Il Gentlemen of fortune !" was the lacenie
rephy of eue; Ilwc pick oip our living- iu thxe
streets.",

Il Industrious artizans," saîd another, Ilfor*
WC work whilst our neiglîbours are asieep."

There %vas uo nccd for these facetious ex-
planations, for their exterior betrayed their
ealling.

Net carng te parley xrith, tle rufmans,
w xo ere tee numereus, alse, te be easily

aliaken offRicliard drewv eut lus purse, saying:
IlYeu axe peor-you want meuey; take

this and let lis pass-I have ne more."
"lA very benevolent geýntleman," remark-

cd the felloiv wlo hiad just spoken, as lie
snatehed tic purse ; "landi a vcry acuite
scuse cf thc wants of his fraternity but at,
the saine tinie, that lady must corne with us,"
producing a pistoi as he spoke ; "1just as a
piedge cf your good faith, yen lhnow'."

Richard startcd back, and the %'ords-
"My wifc !', escapcd his lips as lie graspeti

thc cariage door ; ani. as hie spoke, a Coach
camec slowly fr'cm thI"e rclnry inito tic street,
anti drev UiP.

ISorry te Jistilrh1 conijulgal felicily," re-
joined tîn.c inali, rubbixîg lki. chiu %vith le

oaîzl f bis 1 istoi, Il but if yotî're hile nie
îit ny w'ill, you'Il stand semectbing lianti-

sonie te cet riti cf lier."
Why do yen delay ?" tlcmanded a taIl,

iiasked fîîi c %vhio liad aliil freux the
c Ilh bind Iinsi if' lie îesists, and seize

the laidy."
The terrifîed Marie seaincil ns the nien

aplproaeliedl, and Richard instantiv exciaini-
cd te the masked figure as lie hàl fast the
door, ami kept the nica at bay

Dauphin, your disguise is useless ! 1
knoîv yen-auJ 1 know yeu now for a vil-
lain !"

H-e had net drawn bis sword, for policy
withhield Ihuun ; and aithough tîxe prince, te
aveid tIse posibility cf bloedsbcd, and de-
p)endiug ou suptenior force, liad strictly for-
biddeu tlîc pistois te be headed, Richard
kincw it net; anîd in a moment le was e'ver-
poiwered, auJ Marie dratocd iute Uic street.,
Shie implored Uic prnae's mecy, and called
upen bis honeur, but in vain, wvhea a thouglt
seeined suddcnly te strike the prince, and at
bis command they were relised-Marie fly-
ing, Le lier husband for protection.


