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INSURANCE RATES IN '
MARITIME PROVINCES.
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usat te agents of all the companies dlnd beu rNova Scotia and Prince Edmb retheqented forthwith to meet andtione and Stitutions of the existing as
risks nPecially to provide that the ra
entive coot in future lef t in the hands ceetings oOrnIittee, but be settled at peu
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proce ' isan arbitrary and swee)
Choru5 0fg Not only has it called fori

o t h rvb.eto fo resadp.
liCited a csrotafcebtit
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servants in this country of the very com-
panies which propose the measure. Repre-
sentatives of twenty.two British fire insur-
ance companies have signed a memorial
protesting against the indiscriminate char.
acter of the advance. They say that "the
action of the Fire Offices Committee is diffi.
cult ta understand and painful ta note ";
they contend that the resolution, if applied
literally, would result in the entire loss ta
the British offices of the business of writing
non-bazardous risks in Halifax, and they
close by urging reconsideration of the in-
structions, indulging the hope that they
" may be rescinded, at least in so far as
relates ta the province oi Nova Scotia,"

This memorial is too lengthy ta be
quoted in full, but it supplies some cogent
reasons for the impolicy, ta put it mildly,
of so absolute a rise in rates. The British
committee is reminded that since 1885 the
rates of premium have been sensibly in-
creased by the application of the system of
specific rating. And what is more, a
marked improvement in the fire hazari
bas resulted. In the year mentioned,
Halifax, Truro and Windsor were the only
towns with water works. Since that time
Wolfeville, Kentville, Bridgetown, Middle-
ton, Annapolis, New Glasgow, Antigonish
and Dartmouth have been provided with
water works, while Yarmouth and Sydney
are now constructing them. Besides this,
the towns of Lunenburg, Bridgewater, Liv.
erpool, Lockport, Digby and North Sydney
have provided themselves with fire brigades
and steam fire engines. A revision of all
existing tariffs in the province is under
way, having in view the increase of present
rates where deemed inadequate for a con-
flagration hazard.

" Indeed," says the memorial, "lthe
actual experience of the companies doing
business in this province [Nova Scotia] bas
been most favorable; and while it is admit-
ted that the past is no guarantee for the
future, the fact that the conflagration haz-
ard, both as regards construction of build-
ings and improved facilities, is being con.
stantly lessened, should not be lost sight
of." After some references ta Halifax in
particular, and after making the claim that
the loss ratio of the Maritime Provinces has
for a number of years been uniformly much
below the loss ratio of all Canada, the me-
morial goes on to say: "For these reasons
t is considered that any disturbance of the

rates and methods of the Nova Scotia Fire
Insurance Association is at the present
time inexpedient, and furthermore, unless
the co-operation of all the Canadian and
American companies can b. secured, it
would be nothing short of a calamity."

IL is not without reason, we believe, that
the memorialists hint at a disruption of the
association, which includes Canadian and
American companies, and it is evident that
without the concurrence of these companies,
which is not likely to be secured, the ob-
taining of 50 per cent. advance in rates is
not possible. While we do not pretend
that there are not Canadian towns where
advance in rates is justifiable, and while we
are quite sure that the fire-fighting appli.
ances of Halifax need further improvement,
we cannot sec the fairness of an advance
ail round in prices af tire indemnity.~ _Still

less do we perceive the equity of the pro.
posal to raise premiums in Nova Scotia and
Prince Edward Island one-half, while in
New Brunswick they are raised only one.
fifth. It is to be hoped that the re.-
monstrances of the Halifax agents will not
be without effect.

BRITISH AMERICA ASSURANCE CO.

An important treansaction in the insurance
world has been completed this week which
results presently in the change of manage-
ment of the British America Aqsurance Com.
pany. A sweeping change has been effected
in the proprietary, and Messrs. J. Y. Reid,
John Morison, jr., and John M. Whiton,
New York, vacate their places on the Board
of Directors, being replaced by Messrs. S. F.
McKinnon, A. M. Smith and G. A. Cox,
while Mr. J. J. Kenny fille the vacancy on
the Board caused by the death of Dr. Robin.
son. It is understood that Mr. John Mori.
son retains the governorship of the company
until the close of the company's financial
year in February next. This leaves the
present membership of the board as under:
John Morison (governor), S. F. McKinnon,
G. A. Cox, Thomas Long, J. J. Kenny, A.
M. Smith, A. Myers, T. H. Purdom and G.
M. Kinghorn, Montreal.

It is a matter of great satisfaction to
find that, instead of being transferred to
American proprietors or amalgamated
with some English company-as was said
to be the impending fate of the British
America, which should thereby lose the
name it had been proud to bear for
sixty years - this old and well-known
company will maintain its identity and re-
main in Canadian hands. It is further
satisfactory to know that it is to have expe.
rienced and competent management. In-
deed the public's opinion of the change may
be gauged from the advauce of the stock,
which stands now at 120. Governor
Morison may well b. congratulated that so
desirable an arrangement bas been consum-
mated during his termi of office.

WEST INDIA TRADE.

Our trade with the West India Islands is
growing, slowly it is true, but still percepti-
bly. And what is not to be lost sight of,
if this trade interchange is to b. lasting, is
the fact that a feeling of mutual respect
and even friendliness is eteadily arising out
of the apread of information in each of the
two countries about the otber. The visite
of patriotie Canadians like Mr. John Tay-
lor, of Toronto, and the information which
be received and gave, have contributed to
this reault. Notably, too, the sojourn of
Mr. Adam Brown, of Hamilton, in Jamaica,
as commissioner to the Great Fair at King-
ston. Commercial and other visitors from
Montreal bave assisBted to establish friendly
relations with our cousins of the Antilles ;
while the intercourse of the merchants of
the Maritime Provinces bas been, perhaps,
the most intimate of ail, certainly that
which was the earliest begun. We begin
to find the residents of the Islands expres-
sing sentiments Jike the following from the
Dominican, 1 ubli hed in the Island of Do-
minica, not far from Barbadoes :"
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