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in them an ambition to do their work
well, which is just the spirit we should
like to see in boys.

Any boy who will take the trouble to
do his work well cannot but get on, em-
ployers are looking for them and such a
boy is always advanced.

My experience has been that English
boys are better grounded than Canadian
boys, yet once our Canadian boys get a
grip on their work and their ambition is
whetted they seem to grow more alert
than English boys and to have greater
possibilities. Their chief defect is the
attempting of quantity rather than quality,
and if they were taught to be more care-
ful there would doubtless be much im-
provment. In taking notes and in writ-
ing out arithmetical examples, neatness
and order should be insisted on and the
habit of thoroughness fixed.

The first object seems to be to attract
the prospective business man to the uni-
versities. The sons of well-to-do business
men will often attend because of the as-
sociations; but I find that many business
men hesitate to send their boys to a
university, because though they gain
knowledge they lose in the power to act.
They are also apt as graduates to feel
themselves above that study of detail
which is the foundation of a business
man’s training, and on this account fail
to obtain a thorough knowledge of minor
matters that cannot very well be ac-
quired later in life.

There is one danger that I think should
be guarded against by university men
entering business life. At a Queen’s
Alumni dinner in Toronto last winter
one of our ablest journalists said that so
long as our colleges turned out “wooden
men,” journalists must hesitate to look
to them for their raw material; and the
president of one of our railways recently
wrote in reply to an enquiry, that al-
though two great railway companies had
their headquarters in a city in which were
educational institutions lavishly endowed
with the finest equipment, they were
obliged to look outside these institutions
for live young men, because of the un-
practical attitude of the students to-
wards their work. It is easy enough to
find theoretical men only and also those
who are practical only. But if our uni-
versities can turn out men who combine
these qualities, they will accomplish work
of the highest value. The trouble seems
to be that students have knowledge in-
st lled into them instead of being taught
to observe, to think and to act.

EFFECTS OF OVER-PROSPERITY.

A nation which has practically ‘‘re-
tired” from business, and which is in re-
ceipt of an enormous income gained with-
out hard work, is obviously running the
risk of going out of training. Men of
science tell us that the individual or
species adapts itself to its environment
—or perishes; and a community that,
aiter long struggling, adapts itseli to
difficult circumstances, will, in the pro-
cess, develop strength, address, and en-
durance, as they are required, for neces-

sity is the mother of many other children
besides invention. Yet, more
dangers in the victory than in the pattle.
It is possible to be over-successful, and
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sluggishness, self-complacence,
a matter for that the
challenge to our industrial supremacy has
come before England has carried the “go
easy” policy too far, and before her peo-
ple have become demoralized. So long
as the term is unjust, it is doing us a
real kindness to describe this country as
effete and ‘played out,” and thus
our thoughts to the direction in which
we may be tending. Similarly, an occa-
sional period of bad trade, whatever re-
grettable hardship it may inflict on the
individual, has a strengthening influence
on a nation that has not dissipated its
powers of
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Ashes.—A continued absence of de-
mand is noted, and in the absence of any
trading prices are more or less nominal.
We quote, first pots, $4.35 to $4.40; sec-
onds, $3.65 to $3.70; pearis, $6 to $6.50
per cental.

Cements and Firepricks.—Receipts of
Belgian and German cements continue
unusually heavy, the figures for the week

ending to-day being 10,683 brls. and
104,000 bags. The demand continues
good, and prices steady to firm. Re-

ceipts of firebricks 111,000 for the week.

Dairy Products.—Last week was an-
other active one as regards shipments
of both butter and cheese. Ten steam-
ships took out 125,162 boxes of cheese,
as compared with 098,365 boxes a year
ago, and exports of butter aggregated
44,262 pckgs., as against 29,266 pckgs.
for same week of 19o1. Shipments of
butter are now mnearly 100,000 pckgs.
ahead of last year and 220,000 pckgs.
ahead of 1900. The market for butter is
quite a firm one, holders of finest town-
ships creamery quoting =2r1c., though
buyers appear loth to accept these fig-
ures. Cheese also occupies a strong
position, prices as quoted last week not
having weakened apparently.

Dry Goods.—City retailers are re-
ported to be paying up well, evidently,
finding business pretty good, and a little
flurry of snow to-day will likely give an
additional feeling to trade. Country
business is also reported satisfactory,
stocks apparently being well broken into,
and sorting orders are coming in well.
All values in textiles are reported as
showing firmness, but no specially new
features are to be noted.

Furs.—The results ot last week’s fur
sales in London are cabled as follows:
Skunk sold 15% lower than last March;
mink and marten, same as last March;
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Untario Accident and AND
Lloyds Plate Olass & DISEASE.

INSURANCE COMPANIES
Issue Specially Attractive Policies covering Accident
Accident and Sickness Combined, Employers’,
Elevator, General and Public Liability.
Plate Glass.

EASTMURE & LIGHTBOURN, Gen'l Agents

8 Toronto Street, TORONTO.

Union
Assurance Society ot London

Instituted in the Reign of Queen Anne,
A.D. 1714,

Capital and Accumulated Funds
Exceed $16,000,000

One of the Oldest and Strongest of
Fire Oftices

Canada Branch: Corner St. James and
Mc@Gill Sts,, Montreal.

T. L. MORRISEY, Manager.
W.& E. A. BADENACH, Toronto Agents

The Continental Life Insurance Co.
Head Office, TORONTO
AUTHORIZED CAPITAL, %1,000,000

The policies of the Continental are as liberal and free
as absolute safety allows, and the premiums are as l_ow
as the security of policyholders permits. For districts
and agencies apply to l¥ead Office.

N. JOHN DRYDEN, President.

HO
GEO. B. WOODS, Manager.
CHAS. H. FULLER, Secretary.

ANGLO-AMERICAN

FIRE INSURANCE CO.

Heap OFFICE :
McKinnon Bldg., Toronto

AUTHORIZED CAPITAL, $1,000,000

Full Government Deposit. Insurance ac-

spted at equitable rates,
A. DEAN, Manager.

City Agent—H. G. CHARLESWORTH.
Telephone 2490.
Applications for Agencies Solicited.

The London Mutual
Fire Insurance Co. of Canada

Losses Paid, - - $3,00,000

Business in force, over - $60,000,000

Assets - - - - $502800 53
Hon. Jounx DRYPPri:i'dent. Gm{ligi"';:?éent

H. WapbineToN, Sec'y and Man. Director.

The London Life Insurance Co.

Head Office, LONDON, ONT

g_OHN McCLARY, President
A. O. JEFFERY, 0.C,LL.B.,D.C.L., Vice-President.
Every desirable form of life insurance aftorded on a
favorable terms as by other first-class companies.
MONEY TO LOAN on Real Estate security at
lowest current rates of interest.
YTiberal Terms to desirable agents.
JOHN G. RICHTER, Manager
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