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the Legîslative Assembly chamber of Nova Scotia, a roomn
whicb bas witnesscd various bistorical gatheriugs, and whose
walls bear portraits of Kings, Qucens, and other dignitaries
dating back a century and more. The Lieutenaut-Governor
of the province, Hon. A. G. joncs, the Attorney-General, Mr.
Longley, the Mayor of the city, Mr. Crosby, andI Mr. Camp-
bell, president of thc B3oard of Trade, gasve addresses of wcl-
come that were something more stirring than the ordinary
cut-and-dried speeches o! the kind, replete as tbey wcre witbi
information and suggestion besides a warnith of courteous
interest. Mr. Hcenderspii, of Hlaifax, chairman of the Nova
Scotia brancb, presided, and the retiring president, Mr.
Munro, of Montreal, gave bis annual address, whicli covcred
a great range of subjects. and made rccorrmencyatîons which
showed breadth of observation, and much painstaking
cnquîry.

A deal o! business was covcred in the first day's session,
sucb as the reception o! the- reports toi six comiittees, o!
the treasurer, the secretary and the auditor. drse wcre
also made by merubers deaiing with diffcrent phse o indus-
triai development in Canada, It rcquircd some self-deniai on
the part o! members to stick to business at the varions ses-
sions ini the face o! itiiatiltns fromn clubs. from yachtsmen.
front bowling and quoiting greens, to garmien parties, to
concerts, to lunches. There wiere visits to warsmips projected,
trips to harbor forts, the armory and the citadel, but by dint
o! working hy <iay and playing at night it was found possible
by niost mienbers in see -something of ail these dclighits, and
bu enjoy in part the recreatâons su iavismly offered.

Instructive featuires of the session were a paper on the
Iiidustrial Value of Pure Chemistry, by Dr. Goodwin, o!
D)alhousie University, and a short addrcss by Mr. Creasdaile,
o! Nelson, B.C., on the Needs of the Lead Industry hii Canl-
ada. Members were present from points as far apart as
-Walkerville and Otbawa in Ontario, and nIoritreal, Quebcc,
Amherst, North Sydnecy, in the east. When the auithorities
of the C.M.A. statrd in their first circular foider that their
annual meeting would bie "the greateet tivent ini Canada tbis
summer," and the excursion the "finest offered." there were
some who deenied the praises hoastfui, but to anyone who
took part in that delightful jaunt: by lake, river and rail froni
Torpnto to Halifax and return, notbing that was said about
it will seem extravagant. The arrangements wcre good, and
bhey were carried out. The boats were comfortable, the
speciai railway train ou the IntercoloniaL. everything that
cpuld be wished. Tt was anl unuisual and memorable event to
be enberbained as we were at Montmorency Falls by the
manuifacturers o! Quebr, and a page could be easily filîrd
wibh the incidents of that jaunI.

An intense feeling of Canadianism was to be remarked
tbroughouî the party, which numbered amongst its members
a score or Iwo o! ladies; and "Made in Canada," becanie a
sort of wabchwurd, a thing 10 conjure with, a sentiment to
inculcate. The beauties o! the scenery aiong the route by
lake and rail, the noveities of a military and naval post like
Halifax, the glories of moulitain and sait sca, were not more
wonderful to the unaccustonied gaze rf the women of the
party than were the warmîh of welcome, tbc business alert-
ness, the hopeful, confident attitude displayed b>' the Mari-
lime Province manufacturers grateful to the men.

At the time o! writing this despatch, early on Thursday,
the features o! the trip which engaged must attention were
the coming dinner on Thursday evening, at whicb Hon. Mr.
Tarte was to speak, and the $Aurney to New Glasgow and
Sydney, to witness the latest outcome of 'tbe effect of capital
judicions>' appiied upon the great naburai wealth of Nova.
Scotia. The remarks o! Hon. Lieuitenant-Governor Jones as
to thc importance -of Newfoundland and the West Indies, and
the future possibilities o! their inclusion ini tbe Dominion,
were among the most suggestive deliverances o! the day,
considcrntg nol only the position o! the speaker, but the im-
portance of the gatbering to which the>' wcre addressed.,

BRITISH- COLUMBIA FINANCES.

The late Dr. G. M. Dawson informs us that evîdences of
disturbance characterized the close of the carboniferous
perîod in British Columbia, and that the jura-trias period
wvas simiiarly punctuated. The saine authority aiso states
that the cretaceous period ended with a great folding
in which additional height was given to Vancouver and
Queen Charlotte Island ranges as well as to the coast range,
and that thc miocene ciosed with extensive volcanie disturb-
ances throughout the country southweit of the gold range.

For a iong time geologists were boath to concede that the
carboniferous was in evidence in British Columbia, which in
spite of geological andl other disturbances has been termed
the Pacifie Province. The jura-trias and cretaceous, we are
informed, belong to the" secondary age of geological time;
while the carbionifferous is inciuded in the upper primary,
according to English nomenclature; and in the palSonto-
logical, according to western classification. Technical namnes
are often objected to by the everyday business mari, but the
advance of technology in these scientific times demands that
these ternis must be digested; they must bie assimilated witb
the current knowledge which a business man picks up1 ~n
'Change, and which is often a very valuable part of his tradte.
U.pon the point then of great physicai disturbances geologists
agrue. Upon the point of later political and commercial
disturbances thec geologist saith not, as geology and politîcs
are not interchangeable ternis. But the terrestrial disturb-
ances to which it has been subjected have been a great bene-
lit to the country instead of a detriment. Tt i quite truc that
the Pacifie siope bas been a " terror " to railway people, and
to some others, but this is disappearing wïth travel and in-
vestigation, Wbat appear to be great mounitains, when vîsited
by the traveller, change into a fertile table lanid which, accord-
iug to Professor John Macoun, at an elevatiori of 2,5S0 feet is
stili cap)able of sustaining the agriculturist. The reader must
not confound this table land with the great ranges, and their
sPurs, the materials of which oomprise slates and schists with
granitie masses, and strata which are bare andI inhospitable.

The Monetary Times bas often expressed its apprecia-
tion of legitimate British Columbia enterprises, anid of its
genuine wealth of raw material; its coal, iron, gold, silver
and copper. Guided, however, by that caution and conserva-
tism wl ich experience teaches, it was wise not only to with-
hold its approval from questionable methods, but often to,
condcmn them without hesitation. Its contention bas been
that even if British Columbia is a Young country-i7f it h as
abundance of uncoined gold and silver-extensive coal
measuires and vast forests of merchantahie timber, great
rivers and bays filled with food fishes, and vast tracts nif
fertile lands, these do not justîfy misrepresentation or per-
nkious buiness methods on tbe part of the people individ-
uiaily or coiiectively. This is aiong the fines that experience
bas tauight, and wheri this is observed the progress of British
Columnbia çk>mmercially and politicaliy will be quite satis-
factory.

There appears to prevail some doubt as to what is the
right course to take. Much stress is laid On poiitics by
some, though it is difficuit to see what party politics have to
do with the internaI affairs of the province. No doubt. a cer-
tain percentage of the population believe their chance of
recognition and preferment would be best served býy the ail
mound introduction of party macbinery. This, however, ap-
pears to be a point of divergence between the asser1iters and
dissenters, and there are Iikely to be severai riew parties with
very extravagant platforms, ail of which must evidently, dis-
appear in the ranks of the irs and the outs when practicalwork
begins. Tt is not the purpose of the prescrit article to
deai with that phase of the question. The prescrit Purpose
is to refer more particularly to, the financiai relations betwcen
the province and the Dominion, 110w does its account stand
in the generai iedger

This province, unlike Manitoba, is hot a post-c-reatipn of
the Dominion. Though it was riot entitlcd to the rirme of
province uintil after its admission to the Confederation (in
1871), it enjoyed a considerable measure of self-government;
first, urider Richard Blanchard, who was Governor of Van-
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