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mieeting affords ' to rnake applicationi
for mernbership at their carlicst con-
venience. It oughit to be unclerstood
-that oily invited guests îand members
are adrnittcd to the discuissiuns and
privilcges. Othecr information may
bc obtained b), %riting Dr. H. T.
Machell, 95 Bellevue Avenue> the
acting Secretary of tir Toronto
B ranchi.

Corresponderice.
flic Editori; are fot reponsile for any vicwvs cxpresscd by

correspondents.
Corre3pondents arc requestcd to bc m~ bref as possible.

BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIA-
TION.-MONTREAL

MEETING.

7'o th:e E dilor :

SIR,-May 1 ask you, throughi the
columns of your journal, to drawv
the attention of flhc profession in,
Canada to the fact, that ail those who
intend attending thne meeting of the
B3ritish Medical Association here on
the 31ist Of August next, must be
rnembers of the Association. And
moreover, it is compulsory in al
meetings, excursions or entertain-
ments of any kind, that mnembers
rnust show their ticket of memnbership
to entitie themn to any of the fore-
going privileges. The half year of
subscription to mnembership began on
July ist, from îvhich date also the
second volume of the JOURNAL for
the current year is issued. It is par-
ticularly advisable that ail those îvho
intend to join, should do so nowv, and
not ivait until the time of the meet-
ing, îvhen in ail probability their
election to membership would be de-
layed and place an extra aniount of
%vork upon the officiais, îvho at that
time ivili probably have more than
they can comfortably accomplish.

Yours faithfully,
J. ANDERSON SPRINGLE,

Hon. Sec'y. ilozir-aal Brandi.
July 16th, 1897.

Miscel Iany.

A RESP,,IRAýTORY SVYMPT(INM 01; T0-
I;ACCO WOSNN.D.Xilliani S.
Morr-owý, in lic-Baitih/illediclJoitr-
n'a/ for Juîîe St1, describes a certain
peculiarity of breatlîing mnet wit1 ini
cases of tobacco poison ing, and gives
an account of its experimental inves-
tigation. hIn lus experience it lias been
a very common symptoni of flic ex.
cessive use of tobacco, and lie cites à
number of cases in wlîich fie lias sceil
it to a niarked degree. The oni>' sat-
isfactory description of this symp-
tom, says the autiior, is tliat given by
Clîapman, of Louisville, vhîo describ-
cd the breathing as irregular, coiîsist-
ing of se,ýeral short, slîallow respira-
tions, followed by one deep and gasp-
ing. I-le counteci the respirations, aîîd
found tlîem from tîventy 4[o t'venty-
two a minute. Sucli a change in~ the
brcathing, lie thiinkcs, is due to somne
influence affecting cither the respirat-
ory centre, flic pneuimogastric nerve,
or the blood, and in order to deter-
mine the matter for hiislf, the auth-
or decidezi to carry out a few experi-
ments, the details of which are given
in full, and the results of which are as
follows: In experimental poisoning,
as in tlue clinical cases reported, the
respiratory phase of respiration be-
comes more pronounced and expira-
tion less. Tobacco does flot produce
this characteristic effect through the
periplîcral endings of the pneumo-
gastric nerves, as its action is practi-
cally the same after those nerves have
been cu t. The same experiment mnakes
it unlikely that it acts througlî the
trunks or' these nerves. Moreover,
they seem capable of conducting
nerve impulses after death froni to-
bacco, and it would be difficult to
explain the diminution îvhich seems
to occur in the total volume of air
breathcd by any action on these
nerves. Dr. Morrowv states that he
does not deny that the pulmonary
branches of flhc pneumogastrics may
be affected in any wvay. On flhc con-


