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would require guarantees that “her’ Erlghts should

be respected ; and this again would give tise to
interminable dissensions.’ ~ Upon the whole thea it
seem as 1f the proposal of Louis Napoleon was

winter, and to distract attention from the. real
objects which the astute proposer bas in view.
That the Congress will ever meet appears ex-
ceedingly doubttul. The Emperor has indeed as
yet recerved no positive refusal to the invitation
be bas issued ; but then it has been accepted
with so many conditions respecting the bitl of
fare, and the dishes that are to be set before the
guests, that it is easy to see that of the invited
to the banquer, mauy are only seeking for a de-
cent excuse to absent themselves altogether.
Russia is arming, howerver, as 1t to prepare for

Son; and ut ¥, Dalton's, corner or 8!, Luwrence
ard Craig Sta.
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NEWS OF THE WEEK

Wiether it be from hatred of Rusaiz, or sim-
ply from a desire to divert attentior from the
atroe:ties perpetrated by the Prediontese vpon
Neapelitan patriets, we canuot pretend o say;
Bt the Baitish pressis indefatigable w its denun-
viztions of the craeities to which be U'eles are
subjected.  There are but two (roverpments in
]iu;-n;)e that have resource fo fortare—that of
the Czar, and ihat of Victor Ewmanuel, the pet
of Brish Liberals.  OF the crorities which
e Tatler sanctions, and which his oflicers prae-

tee, the Enulish press says nolbing, hut s ve-

Lemtent in il exoression of sympathy with the
Toles.
i ie the more nobie oo the part of the

press, seemg that the Brtsh Government has

quite plainly expresse .
tnerfere Deotwint il Bussiuns and thelr victuns.

d i< determinzticn nol lo

< 2 fiatoclass Power, ond ioust aet there-

- -
tl-tla

spite of the strenuous exertions of his police and

fitung on the part of the Sovereign of 2p evange:

the worst. She is putting Croostadt mn order,
and 1s daily increasing its already formidable de-
fences, and makmg additions to her fleet. Tus-
sia evidently believes ip war. Out of tle dis-
puted succession to the Duchies of Schleswig and
Holstein, another rasus dellt threatens to emerge.
Several of the German Soveresgms, amongst
others the Duke of  Suxe-Cobourg Gotha, Lave
recognised the hereditary 11ght of Prince Avgus-
tenburg to the disputed Duchies ; on the other
hand, Great Brituin and 1he other Powers will
ephele the Treaty of May 5ih, 1852, in virtue
of which they descend to the present g of
Denmark. ~The question of right is most fulri-
cate, and one that it is difficult to understand.—
"The rumored resignation of Lord Russell to muke
way for Lord Clarenden is now contradicted.

The Luropean news in otker respects 1s not
of wuch inlerest. Victor Eamaauel has becn
trping te get up an bvation in Naples, and in

troops, has faled signelly. e has uls, as was

but what sallors call ¢throwiog a tub to the:
whale® —something lo arruse Europe during 1he

the bands of the .people. * The Bible alone”
‘can'no louger be the ¢ religion of Protesiants 5
and, as we learn from the Guardian, bence for-
ward - an authorised commentary on the Bible”
‘must be the rehgious guide or teacher of the

English p‘eop'le.

that the hooor of originating this notable ex-
pedient for keeping withic due bounds the erratic
sheep of the Protestant fold, and for putting 2
wholesome curb upon the excesses of ¢ private
judgment,” is due. ITvery man, mterpreting
Scripture for bimself has evidently resulted i
nothing but confusion ; and so the Speaker of

ther wih several of the Government Bishops on
the subject; and at his instance the gentleman
who supports hunself and family out of the reve-
nues of the ancient Archiepiscopal See of York,

in full possession of whatever intorimation may

tion of s cantents.”
sanclicn* of the Drimate,”” The services of
wany learned scholars, most of them holdmyg
govermment sitvations in the Listabhshment, have
also been engaged fur the great work—"a
work,” says the Cheardian,  second only w
importance to the LXX, or the English version

“ore be rudely duali with, Noples wagy on the
cenirary, a waak Power, and therefore our iuless,
iy prudent as they die gruerous, deen:ed 1t their
1o fuslur trepson, und activelf enecerage
against the Kuug ol the Fwe Siilies
but s foi fiskg @ war with the giant force of
and Tor the sakie of 2 few miserable

suty

rebelhion

Tiussa,
Polies, whin wre Dapists o buote such 2 Quixotie
I

ane moinent Lo he thoyght

[ - . . r,o
il piisd af ol o b .
of. With e Gread Powers, li-llgland cannat
sfford at preseni to fights che submnite to be
cuubbed Ly Gort=chakol, and eats humble pie at

y . LI .
vie biddding of e Cabiget of W ashington. [u
revenue, she s very bold, almost {rucalent to-
-

wards the Pope, who as nu large army at his
nanght to

LS

bark, aud from whese navy there 1

el

people, usks mturally encugh wh:_u;i'; the use ?f
1he Cougress T-—how couid Great Britam therein
sake u parl,seewy that it it does unytiung in de-
o)l 1he Poles, it must do somednng which will
pecessitate a war with Russin 7 All the arts
and persnanives of diplowacy kave been exbaust-
ed. but w vain, upon the stubboern Muscovite lo
: im to relzx s hotd upon Poland.—

persuade t .
which <Lould content ilselt with

A Congress
mere di-[\ll)!liii"lc remensirances with the Czar,
which
Notes 1o that Sovereign, peinting out to him
bow very nougliy lis cenduel was, bhow recon-
with the obiigations ¢f the Treaty of
aud 1he conditiots upen which he wears

hould limit ils acton 10 the writing of

distent

Yienna,
e Crown of Polaud, would be the faughing
wack of Lurope. « Notes” bave already beep
iried, and hare signally fased. Rifled cannon
and sharp buyonets are the only means by which
auy imMpression upoi the winds of the Russians
eould be mude, or By amelioralion 1w the lot of
1ie Poles efiected ; and Great Britai proclaims

m advance, almos nstenlatiously, that these

means she does nol intend to emplay.  Of what
would it be for her to take partin a
European Congress 7 unless mdnem} that _Cle'l-
gress dhould anuounce to the wortd that it did

(aking vy wneans tor giving

wse then

not comeml.!ale
effect to its decpions,
The Roman question al=0 presents Jditiculties

4
to the Briish Drofestant miad, aod renders it

~ M m
averse o the scheme of Lows Napoleon. The
Louden Yines i s cditoriul  points outl the

ant inalcus posihon il whirl Great Britain would

be pluced by tuking parfma Congress for regu-

Jating the aftnrs of Kurope :—

W Por instauce, tould the Ezplish Cebinet, in its
epawer to the jnvitation, ¥ smi_l_' overlook B“‘Eh_ i
difiiculty, a3 would at once arise frem the position
of the Wing of ily? Cenld it waive the discus
pion of a guustion S¢ +ialiy important te the new
Jtalinn moosicky a3 the continued oceapation of
toine by French toops ? it could not bs made a
t raserved question, aod would sertzainly 1ake » pro-
minent and carly plave in the debato.”

Which debate would but eficit the irrecon-
ciluble antagomesn betwixt the policy of Great
Britain on the Ttalian question, snd that of Aus-
trin ant of Spain. Dot as house divided
avaiusl itsell canwot stand, so o Congress wineh

" - . .
could uot avod divistons upon 2 question
winel would tuke an early and promiuent place
i its debates, would necesssiily be ineffectual
for any purpose for which s Coagress could be
couvened. Austria would of course msist upon

services which M, Renan bas rendered to

fi}

been brought to o close when the last mails
England ; and 1t was not expected that the judg-
ment would be delivered before the beginning of

sufferng, and eungration which o human power
can sow acresl.
forin or ancther also forms a constant topic of dis-
c
on this subject, it nay be expected thut a formi-
dable attack will be made in the Legislature on
. ke inonstes iniquity.

Haciug ade up s mind not to iight; the Eng-{ ure that the state of Ireland will be made the
vy Goserument, speaking in the uame of tle subject of Parliameniary wveshgation. No -
pectinent * Jacl in-Office” ean any longer con-
ceal the tact of the sufferings of the peasaptry, or
prevent the TIrish question irom becommg the

great Imperial question.

{ last, gallantly marched towurds General Lee, bas,

saw that the Soutlerners were stongly posted, and

lised Italy, wamfested his appreciation of the
the
the

Holy I'rotestant Faith, by conferrlng on
b ¥y 8 i
St. |

uthor ol the « Life of Jesus™ the Cross of
Maurice.

"The arguments in the Alexandrz case kad not
feft

Fanuary,
TFrom Ireland it 15 still the same sad story of

The Church question in one

ussion ; and trom the tone of the British press

At all events we may be

(3en. Meade, baving as we announced 1w our

1n un equally gallant manner marched back again,
withoul any great loss of men or material, ie

appareatly did not like the look of them, for he
at once and most prudently fell back to lus old
posiion.  So has terminated bis short compuige,
and 1t 1s expected that his army will take up its
winter quarters. The enemy still continue to
(brow shells into Charleston, and the siege lan-
guishes rather than progresses. The latest tele-
grams announce ihat General Meade 1s ahout 10
be relieved of his command, and that Géneral
Meagher has been arrested within the Confeder-
ate Lires, in civilian’s dress. 1t is not stated
whether the Confederates will treat him as a
prisoner of war, or as a spy. The Tederals, if
the case were their’s would show no mercy ; but
would bang at once any Confederate cfficer ar-
rested witlun their Lines, and under sueh cir-
cumstance. 'The Congress of the Northeru
States has assembled, but the address of the Pres-
dent Lud not been made pubhe up to the time of

gotog to press.

r——————

Tue BisLg THE RELIGION OF PnOTEST-
AxTs.—How often have our ears been stunned
with th's silly cry ! how often bave we had it
enforced upon us that ¢ the Bible without note
or cominent” was the sole authority i religious
matters that Protestants recoguised, or to which
they would submit themselves. There were no
difliculties in the Bible we were told 5 it was all
so plain and simple that the waylaring man,
though destitute of ail education, might therein
read and find the way of life.  Or if there were
any difficulties or obscure passages, these might
always and easily be overcome and cleared up
by other passages; for according to this theory
the Bible was a self-interpreting book, and {a
sullicient commentary upon itself.

Alas for tiwa theory! The progress of
neology in England. the triumphant success
which bas attended the publication of ¢ Essays
and Reviews” and Dr. Colenso’s criticisms on
the Pentateuch, bave dispelled the agreeable de-
lusion j and convinced the Protestant world that,

made by the order of King James,” and which,

i S P AT
out note or comment, must no longer be put into
.!Protesla_nts msist warmly thal it- contains -ianu-

It 1s to the Speaicer of the House of Commons}

the House of Commons took sweet counsel toge-

answers to objections resting upon inisrepresenta- |
« The plan,” we are fur- 1oy aml physics s 1t may present us with some
ther told by the Gluardian, © bas received the

R Y S ) S G
: Word of God at all, many of the “inost learned

[ . . . L et B . ;
i merable errors, in history, aud'in geology ; that

| it errs, not only i 11s cosmogony, but o ils wo-

'rality‘; that il misrepresents not merely wau, |

ibut God: and that though it contains many
Isublime mor2i- lessons, many passages of tran-
scendent poetical beauty, and much valsable
. bistory, its utility 1s sadly impaired by the unfor-
; tunate admxture theren of fahle, ot extravagant
Pmyth and doubiful legends, which tend to dis-
gcredir, or throw doubt upon tts more sober de-
i tails of fact. This ts the view taken of the Bi-
 ble by most educated and enquirng Protestants
i of the present day : and as we see not haw the
- ensured orthodoxy” of the contributors to the
; forthcoming * authorised commentary® can in any
! manuer meet the objections which these Fro-
j testanls propose, we fear that the exultation of
“the Guardian over the great and happy results to

has undertaken  to organise a plan for produc- | religion which are to follow the carryg oul of the
ing a commentary which should put the reader ‘ plan originated hy the Speaker of the 1Touse of

Commons, is to say the least prumature.  “T'he

be requisite Lo enable hun to understand the ! work wheq it appears may display mueh diligent
Word of God, and supply him with satisfactory | research, and contain some asefu! information in | babitaal wman-eater, and the terror of all (he

v

geology, chronolozy, ethuology, philology, fis-

curious faects entitling 1 16 raok amongst lhei
% Curiosities of Literature”-—for there can be
no doubt that the names of many eminent British
scholars are put dewn as cennecled witiv it: but |
as 1t daes 5ot, by s prospectus, pretend even 1a i
address itsell’ Lo clearing awuy the dm"iculhesi
which most foraibly present themselves o the |

rationalism, aod neologwstic tendencies of the

LTI

finances, have left those States weak, and po;r;
erless for aggression upon their 'umghbofs. So
rasbly, and illogically did British statesmen cog-
clu'de in 1792, that France, distracted by ‘revo-
lution, anarchy, civil war, and financial pank-
ruptcy bad ceased to be a power formidable to
Europe ; nor could the most far-seeing politi-
caus of that'day detect in the violent soqm)
aod political convulsions of a Republic, the pre-
lude to, or the birth throes of the mililary tyranny
of an Empire, 1o wiach ere long :|lmost.every
couatry m Rurope had to sucenmb.  As it wag
with Frauce, so we firmly believe that,no matier
what the result of the present war, will gt be
with tie Unted States. [Jenceforward they
must be what they were nat io uny previous
epoch of their career, what they could not b
uader their old Constitution—a terrible miltary
power ; a power only the more terrible becayse
busltup on the ruins of an ancient free constitution.
The siruggle with the Soutl has developed  the
hitherto latent passion for war amenest the vast
mass of the people; anl, us ia fodia the tiger

that has once tasted human blood becones ar,

villages w the viciuity, so no doubr will the pen-
ple of the Northery States henveforward more
and mors abandon {hemsclves 1o it Just for
tervitory, and that passian for o onauest winei;
now incite thew 1o the subjuzanos of the Sour.
It needs no propliet to predict, that the ceg-
trajisation which must follow the crusiing our o
State Taghte, and that the demonratic p;mciphzs
which are new in the ascendsm wnangst our
neighhors, mnust era lung make of :hen{ ane nf

so the Guardian suggests. will probably by lage, it is easy to foresee thaiits wmfluence to- | the most formudable wilitary  powers in (i
future generaticns “ be quoted us the XXX"— i rehabulstuting a Lelie( in the Bible as the Word ! world, even as the sar e causes wade tie [ranes
a tille ludicrously suggestive of beer, to prolane of God in the orthodox sense, will he impereep- + of Napoleon far more [lormidanle to Burops

minds,

It may not gerhaps suggest itzellto the Protes-
tant intellect as strange that, if “a commentary
to put the reader of the Bible m possession of
whaterer information may be requisite to-enable
him to understand the Word of God,” be neces-
sary — Giod Himeeil should have left the originat-
ing of such an essential work 1o the Speaker of
the House of Commous wn the 27th year of the
reign of Queen Victoria ; and should Lave left
His ereatures whom Ile holds responsible for the
right understandisg of Fis Word, for vigh two
thousand years destslule of a commentary ve-
quisite to enable them to understand that Word.
The Catholic on the contrary will thes argue:
Either such a commentary is upeecessary, and
therefore the work originated by the Speaker of
the House of Commons 1s a picce of sheer im-
pertinence ; or else 1t is necessary—m whieh
case it is to be assumed, from the known justice
and wisdom of God, that He, from the begunning
has actually furnished Flis creatures with such a
commentary, in the form of a living and ever
divmely assisted body of teachers, called a
Church.

The Guardian tintters itsell that the appear-
ance of the commentary which it announces will
stay the plague of neclogy, and arrest the onward
warch of infidelity, * 'LChe names of the editors
and coptributors while they ensuie orthodoxy,
give prormse that the cormmeat thus put forth
almost with the sanction of the Church of Eng-
land as a body, will not be the utterance of any
parrow school or section of 1t.”  But even were
it a cominentary, put forth allogether with the
sanction of the Church of Lnglaad, what influ-
ence could it have over those who do not recog-
pise in that body any spiritual authority ? and
whose utterances are to them but as the utter-
ances of any other aggregation of fallible mortals
interested in maintaining respect for a system
through which they earn Uieir bread and butter ?
Besides, the great questions which distract the
Protestant world at the present moment do not
relate to the interpretation of the DBible, hut to
the value of the Bible; but to its claims to be
considered the Word of God, or inspired in any
higher sense than that in which it 1s fashionable
to apply that epitbet to the ullerances of earth’s
choicest spirits 7 Lo those of a lTommer, a Dante
and a Shakespeare, as well as to those of Da-
vid and of Isaiab. Whal the Protestant world
looks for, therefore, what it really stands in need
of, 1s, not ap assuraace of (he orthodoxy of the
commentators, but of them authority, or right to
lay down the law in the premises at all.  What
it requires 1s, not merely au interpretation of the
Bible, but a guaraatee that the Bible 15, or con-
lains, God’s Word, and a clear, sharp explana-
tion of the nature and extent of that inspiralion |
which can rightflully be claimed for it. Eren
were 1t the case that all Trotestants were agreed
as to the latter point, did receive tte Protest-
ant Bible as verily and indeed the supernaturaily
inspired Word of God, aud therefore iithout
flaw or error of any kind—but differea amongst
ooe another only as to the meamng of that
Word—it is but little that the commentators
though speaking in the name of the Church ot
Eogland, could eflect towards the settlement of
religious difficulties — for who cares for the
Church of Eogland ? or who recognises in it any
rightto teach?  But such is not the case. Pro-
testants differ, not only as to the meaning of the
Bible, but as to the authority of the Bible : and

i still further developed in the current number, in

iance, not to Canada alone, but to all the Nosth

" and national traditions, there might be no sericuy

“the iotegrity of ber Vevetan Provinces, 2nd

if Christianity is to be retaioed, the Bible, witb-

far from unamimously admitting it to be the

tible.
tulaie themselves that the mareh of events, and,
the progress of Protestantism have eflectuslly
dispased of the ubsurd ery of * The Bible
prt note or comments is the relizion of Irotest- ‘
ants ;7 and have thus justified the wisdow of the
Catl:olie Church in imposing certain restrictions |
upon the reading of the sacred wrilings by her

o the meantime Catholics may congra-}

with-

uneducated claldren.

Brrrisn Axenicay Beview — December,
1863. E. DPickup, Mootreal.—Tius is  the |
eighth number of this periodical, and we hope |
that it may have mauy suecessors, since e Ae-
view is the result of au eflort to supply u wanl
long felt in the literary world of Canada. |

In the preceding uumbers of the Biatesh |
Aumerican Reviere bave appedred articles nn the
future destiny of the British Nowrih Awmerican
Provinces, and advocating the nuion of those
Provinces under a regal form of government, in-
dependent of the British Crown.  “I'lis

ideua is

an arlicle under the capuon—2A  Monarchy, O
A Republic ; Wiach ?
tions to which before long Canada will have 1o
aive a definite answer; questions that are des-
tined before long to become of practical import-

As it discusses gues

American Colonies of Great Dritamn, it is enli-
tled to a serious notice from all who interest
themselves in the future of s criuulry.

The wrier assmnes that the euon of all the
Britwh North American Provinces s both destra-
ble and feanible,  We deny that it is desirable ;
and tiongh 1t is of course f{easible, we
of opinion that before it could become wn fuue
accompli many, obstacles, internal and external,
morul and phystcal, would have to be encountered

are

and overcome. ‘

The greal danger that mnenaces liberty in the
New World, as in the Old, here, as in the |Jnited
States, is centrahsation.  "L'his is the enemy
against which the dlustrious Count Montalemn-
bert so elogquently and opportunely warned bis
hearers at the late Cathahe Congress at
Ialines ; this 1« the danger agaiust whiek it be-
lraves all levers ol freedom 1o be incessantly on
thew guard. Centralisation is the lust word of
demoeracy ; and he who advocates it is—though,
as in Uie case of the wniter in the British Ane-
rican Review, perbaps unwittingly—the advo-
cate of the cause of democracy wud absolutism.
We do not therefore ook upon centralisation in
British North Aumneriea as desirable ; neither do
we deem it to be of easy aituinment, seeing that
there are sertous ethaological and religious ob-
stucles to such a unton.  Were the Provinees m
question inbabiled by one howogeneous race,
mheritors of - the same laws, language, religun

internal obstacles to the accomplishment of a
measure such as that winch ive are contemplat-
ing. But the fact~—and facls are * stubborn
chiels”—is, that the population of British North
America consists of at least iwo distinet ruces,
whose fusion or union is ethuologically impossi-
ble. One race may in time oblain absolute su-
premacy over the other, but they will no-iuore
uoite than will oil and water. :
Our writer argues that no external obstacles
to the formation of a great independent pation-
ality out of the united Provinces of British North
America are to be znticipated from the opposition
of the United States. He thinks that their do-
mestic troubles, their civil war, and embarassed

; tsh North America appear 1o us by no wieans

‘Liberals feel intuitively that M. Renan is ove &

than was the Fraace of Lowis NIV, Npvers
we say, were the Yankees so maci 15 ba deegden
as they are at preseat, now thal they havae (..
i carded their ancient copsti-utrnat fiecdow, [o-
vommon law®™
of iuglamd lor modern Cisarisug.

wilitaey despotism, and the oid -
They are

passessed by the smme dread fiend as that whieh

i . 2 B 3 pee .y M H
o the fast rewerativn prove the gannl smeles.

peasantry of Urance 1o the frontiers, wnd whicr
laskimg them into frenzy esnbled them 1o eloc:
an eusy conquest over their less excited neigh-
bors ; and though us yet they may havs pro-

FTTH Ay d i b
duced no Carnet who can ¥ orgamise victory,”
uo little levtenant of artillery to redece Vankes

Jacobinism 1o a system, though in chort (he

“commg mun” has not yer declored himself, v
may be sure that he s, and that at the fitieg
mosnent he will make himsel: seen and felt.

For those reasons we do not believe that our
neighbors wounld allow the creation on  their
Northers border of an ahen nationality. To
them, no matter how the aflair with the Souts
terminates, the cowmand of the navigation of the
St. Lawrence from tie Lakes to the Sea mus:
become a matter of hiskest political and fiscat
necessily ¢ and though as w lemporary arrunge-
menf, they mught submit with patienee to the
coulinuance of the colonial system of gavern-
uient-—just as men will wait for the peur antil it :
ripe-—we are contident that io their present ten-
per, they would not, wwithont a fight, iolerate suey
a scheme of wuion as that which the flevee:
proposes. livery Yankee looks upon the pro-
vinees of British North America, as destined to
form part of his Union @ und 2 policy baring for
its avowed end or object, the desiruction o tis,
pleasant vision wonld be certain to weet with the
cpposition of our powerful and by no mewis sery-
pulons eighbors.

And ift the union of all the DProvinces of Bri-

desirable ; il the establishment of a new and
distinet nationality in this quarter of the globe
seem lo us 1o he impossible, the project of intro-
ducing the regai, or in vulgar pariance—the mo-
narehical form of government for the peoples by
whow those united Provinces would be mhabited,
strikes us as a proposition as wile as any ever
broached within  the walls of DBedlam.-
The myrtle, the olive, and the orange tres
might be suscessfully transplanted to the Avews
regions 3 the viue might profitably be cultivated
on the sbores of the I’olar Sea; and the bana-
wa brought to perfection amudst the everlasting
suows of the farthest North, with greater east
than conld the peculiar pohtical institutions, 00
any copy of those institutions of aristocrd
eratic Lngland be made to take root, and bring
forth [ruit in sueh an unpropitious soil as 15 thet
of British North America.

LigeranisM ADp CHRISTIANITY, — As O
index to the relative positions of Liberafism and
Christiamty, we may cite the action of U
Liberal party in Paris, who are about to brirg
oul as u candidate for the ‘hounor ol repsesenlirg
them the author of the « Life of Jesus.” M-
Plenan’s sole etaims upon the Laberal party ar
these: that Le has renouvced or Protestel
agamst the Cathohe Church, and 1hat he bes
written a book of which 1t is hard to say whe
ther it be the more blusphemous or the mor
silly. Vet in that be hates Chrisuamty, fit

themseives, a worthy fellow-laborer with G
vazzi, Garibaldi and the other Apostles of it
Revolution. -




